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provincial initiative, 1989 has |5 R g _ : g 8} I -
been declared ‘The Year of the 2 Bl Call - JNC.
Coach’. There are an : iy A e e e el e o o
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estimated 400,000 coaches at
the various levels of different
sports nation-wide. ...+ .
. Whitchurch-Stouffville - has
‘always boasted well--
developed sporfs programs for
its . young - people, ‘partly
.because - of :the- men .-and -
women who have come for-
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.. "ward “to “coach - cur ' teams, BoPse SR L EE - S _ k: P W
- whether boftom™ ‘end house’ S — e et s TEEL R e
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“ titlist all star clubs. .- - . < e g
- -.'The Tribune wants to par- 3 : REE UMMER :

* 7 ticipate in this act of recogniz-
ing and promoting the idea of

- coaching, so it is our intention
. tospotlight several coaches as
- . the year wears on. Please feel
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free to drop off written sub- P R 2 o L a e v N N 7 T : . :
missions to our office with sug- i S S e T NN N D R M : i o1 ¢
" gestions _ﬂl‘ who should be snu ‘ r"’ !*,5_ O = I i ¥ BT Salipd 5 ke - % tﬁ . i Markhan:l Mlnpr' HOCkey
featured. AN AN BT RN e o Asthe \L 2 %‘ ASSOClatlﬁn_ Players
: FPhoto!/ BRUCE STAPLEY ;

LOCATION: Centennial Arena

DATES: July4, 1989 thru Sept. 1, 1989,

TIMES: Tuesdays 6:00 p.m.to 7:00 p.m.
for players bomn in 1972 to 1977
inclusive - . :
Thursdays 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
for all goalies
Fridays 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
for players born in 1978 to 1982
inclusive .

! . Se By BRUCE STAPLE? j Coach Jim McLeod Eﬁjnys_his role as a ball coach, some tips to (from left) Sai’ﬁh Cliff, Jennifer McLeod
OFVEN YEArs ago, aller signing . ;g encourages others to take up the sideline. The and Stephanie McLeod.

E-up his daughter Jennifer to play i i - The 'a
i T-Ball in the Town’s minor balil coach of the Ballantrae Lions is shown here giving :

i program, Ballantrae’s Jim - And the opportunity has given after umped a Pee Wee game, it lay ball with you as long as you
y McLeod suddenly realized he him a chance to wateh his own ﬁave me more insight. I almost tell them.” : :

hadn’t been phoned and told girls learn the game. “They’ve hadtotossaguy. 'dmuchrather  MecLeod takes time before each
when the team was to begin prac- both developed a lot. They can coach than umpire.” =~ game to make up a chart telling
ticing for the upcoming season. - : throw and catch: and hit pretty - McLeod says he has always where each of his players will
. Acallto the area convener ask- - well now.” = - . “ean - had the support of the parents of play from inning to inning, a plan
ing when his daughter should  McLeod admits it took some the kids he has coached, and that he says works well for the most
report was met with the reply, time for him to develop the pro- he has made a point of briefing part. “But if a player doesn’t
: “When do you want to start? It’s ‘per . temperment for coaching them at the start of each season ~ make it to the game, or is late, it
. B up to you. You're the coach.” ' children, and that it wasn’t until ~on what he expects of them. throws the whole thing off.”

i ... When he had recovered from " he was asked to umpire a' game- “I've always told them I  He says he tries to be fair, giv-
the shock, after uttering that he finally mastered theartof wouldn’t be a babysitter. They. ing each child the chance to play
! something about a misunderstan- . self control. . . . -are there at the games and prac- all positions, and that he en-

“ding, McLeod gathered up his.  “I've mellowed. I used to get a tices to pick up their kids, or to courages parents to get the right
: wits, his daughter, and his ball . little irritated with umpires. But watch them. Parents will always equipment for their child.
: glove and headed out to the park ' ' -

to teach 15 five-year-olds how to
play ball.
I had never even heard of T-
Ball,”: he recalls with a grin, “I
think I spent the first year in a
fog. None of the kids could hold
onto a bat. But it was'a learning
experience, and by the end of the
season, ‘things started to shape
up-‘!l‘

Seven years later, McLeod
boasts the satisfaction of having
watched his original assortment

“of sand castle builders and wild-

armed wonders -.mature into

-capable ball players. Some have

even gone on to play for the

Town’s rep teams.

“I just kept moving up with my
daughter. For the most part, the

. 531&19; Kids havehs[ayed E.'i[h_me, _ R s et
sandcl'veihad thejconfidence of |- iy swatn Reee

both the kids and their parents.” Ot < &5

boouch has been his enjoyment of ;

“coaching the same group each 1

year that he finds himself disap-

"pointed when one of them decides
: to drop out.

t "I hate to see them leave. I . |
; remember one girl who wasn’t
very good at first, but she was
-trying hard, and was progress-
|- ing. Then she decided to leave. I
ran into her and tried to talk her
-into coming back. I felt bad.”
| While. McLeod can claim only
one first place finish in his seven
i years coaching, he feels he’s won
P in other ways each season.

“‘I've had a good time. If you're
not " having.a good time, you
shouldn’t be out there, because it |
-Tubs off on the kids, and they : ¥l _
don’tenjoy it.” ' : :

For McLeod, victories have s T |
taken on other forms that go far -
beyond scoring the most runs. |
i "I remember one boy crying

when the ball went past him.
“Now, he’s a good ball player.'I
look at him 'now and I just think
‘back to that day.” ~ -

_“Another "girl couldn’t throw
right at first.” Now, she throws
and plays very well.” i
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EQUIPMENT: Skates and Hockey Helmets -

DON'T MISS IT = STAY COOL
for further information Tel: 294-5447
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... Trailers Fifth Wheels
1 .Motorhomes, Exclusive
- Dealer.in Southern Ontario -

~ New & Used Units.
"STEVENSONR.V. SALES
|+ 9 Douglas Rd. Uxbridge
640-6511 - 852-6888
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