o ~f~nlle community; life: asthe,
i Strawberry Fﬁtwa] and we
rall took. his resence “at local

Eat e

,,@venls, - big; Eﬁd -Small,” for

-granted: "He. attended _every
imaginable.. function -from
- School : concerts . and . golden

I -weddings ..fo: high . school
,-graduations, recording each in
fa1ﬂ1l'ul detail with his camera
"and his notebook.

.. There were few ﬁras or ac-
3:.€ mdents he didn’t cover, but his
-exposure to the less pleasant
c.aspects of life never hardened
";lus heart to tragedy. Most of
i« all, Jim was instrumental in
¢ mamtammg the umque flavor
[« 'ﬂf ﬂllE tﬂ'\m s
i - Working - wxlh Jim for the
1. last 18 mnnths npened my eyes

to the enormous commitment
;of-time and effort he put into
- his : job.. Huwever great- the
; pressure on_him, he always.
gtreated his- staff. wﬂh rESpect
+and tﬂtﬂ"tES}F , |
I'd seen-Jim cnunuess t:me&_
over the .years; he’d
tphntugraphed my children at
F the library and the StrawhErry
Festival; but even so,-it. was
with soine: treptdatiun that I
appmar:hed him and told him
I'd like to writé for the paper. -
Within a couple of days he was
on the phone, asking:me.to
cover a meetmg at the hlgh )
.schnnl ;
. Barely meehng the_
;,deadlme :I'iprovided : enough
‘material for a shurt novel. I -
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Tl W eallknew‘twas

o - |- but; We: refused to' beheve ;t

. |} dnd:when” Jim -Thomas . an--

. nmmced -his - retirement  last -

o ¥ week,ltwashkeadeathmthe-:
S famﬂy i St
- F - This }genﬂe, unassumng-_

v |- man isas much a part of Stouf- -

was @e_hghted tu see m}' pame
over the lead story that week,
but crushed .to note that my-'
text had been reduced to a

mere, three . paragraphs..

Perhaps reporting just wasn't .
my forte, I reasoned. - ..

That mght the phone rang.
It was Jim, to tell me he was
delighted with the story, and
would like to have used it all if
only he’d had the space. It was
typical of him that, after 40
years, he could still be so con-
siderate of. someone - else’s .
feelings, and it was the beginn-
ing of a hapny, though all-too-
short, association.

It was:also typical of him
that for the first three months
or so that I worked with him, I
addressed him -as Jim, while
he called me Mrs. Gilderdale.
He once told me that he believ-
ed in flowers for the living — -
he liked to celebrate what peo-

ple had done while they were

around to receive the credit.

If anyone " deserves - such
r&cugmtmn it’s surely Jim
himself. He  may not be .
rushing around  after: fire :

-~ trucks or going to Brownie fly-

up ceremonies any more, but

he’s still very much part of our :
iz community and our lives, and. "

-his Iegac:,r to the town and The
-Tribune.. will - “not - snun he.,
fnrgutten
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