-~

O S AR S

P R

P {".' Tk
-'..i'..,'."_,."-_ .

P

R gt

".-' f‘-rﬂ":;"" ""'r'!'-"l."""'ri""

Lt L R T R T, Tkl AT

,_
-

u

o Mea g o Ll

S, oot TR e
e A R
By KATE GILDBRDALE. .

-";;._Mari:h swinds:and;: Apni

*.showers bring forth Ma yﬂnwers
Whlchls]l.tstasweﬂ, because by..:

. the time you've discovered how

ch you owe:the’ guvemm&nt
a]! you can aﬂ'nrd do is smell -;{

r-'-' # 'r-'

the roses.

Statistics prnve mure peuple
_ " commit suicide in the spring than -

the year, yet :

at any other time of
made |

as far as I know no’one’s

the obvious connection: Even if:

government- owes ‘you: fists

: '-.-zfuu of lucre though, you'll need a
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- PhD in h:gh ﬁnance to get your
hands on i
- People recewe awards  for
~ things like winning ' chess mat-
~ ches or having an 1.Q. which gels .
‘them into MENSA; anyone who
cﬂmujjaletes a tax form accurately
d, at the very

. ble for the Order of Canada.

The {rouble is no one, including
the ‘experts’ in the.tax depart-
ment, seems to agree on whether
or not you got the answers right.

The ads tell you it’s quite sim-
ple, you can refer to the guide or
phone Revenue.Canada,” and it
will. all hemme deyressmgly
clear to you.

In reality, there are three op-
tions for those who are not
lawyers or accountants: a) read
the tax guide; but to read, alas, is
not necessarily to understand b)
call the tax hotline (several

least, be eligi-
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times; until you get an answer
you hke} or:. e) emplny an

acmuutant o 2
It.was the sechun nn ual

deductmns which had previously

n enough to lower my tax to -
manageable e proportions, that led
me to the final option. '

After much effort to
decipher the explanatmn awash
in the yellow ink which signifies
what the government likes to call
tax reform, I knew 1t was time for
drastic measures. .

My lovely dedur:hun down
there in black and white as $6,000
was, I discovered when I pa:d
closer attention, worth a mere
$1,020 or 17 per cent of the total,
because now it was smnelhmg
called a nun-refundahle tax
credit.

“Non-refundable tax credﬁs i
tha guide glibly informs you,

“are used to reduce your federal .
income tax.”

What it doesn’t mention is that
the resulting reduction is a pit-
tance compared to what you

‘ ‘child . tax crecht or-the .
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refundahle ta:{'* Ered1t5~,¥.-
“ ‘refundable’ C.I"Edj[S ‘such as’
federal?
the ;£ gui

salas cred:t,*:

7=-warbles oa, bli I.hely unaware ‘of .~

e.: bruises
bangmg :fmr

didn’t ¢ even hother to gét I:itd
ext bit, which was headed.
do the non- -refundable tax -
- credits work?” because it didn't-
take™ a ‘genius’ to deduce- the- -
. answer to that must be, “in favnr
of the government.” .
Instead, I hastily ruunded u
the relevant information senbhb
ed on the backs of envelopes or
lurking in various boxes, and
trotted off to see the accountant.’
Two weeks later, I received a
neat, computerized printout; the :
conclusion of which was musie to™
my ears. After the myriad of
eductions I ‘could claim had
been properly calculated; I ended-
up owing a fractmn of what I'd
estimated. -
Apparently tax spemahsts'
_everywhere are rubbing - their -
hands in glee at the government’s -

you've : aw.tstained“

the ne

‘simplification’ of the tax form -

and .the resulting flood - of
business. It ‘may be an expensive -
way of curing spring insomnia,

but in my case, it was Wﬂrth
every penny. -

Local dieters reach for TOPS

By KATHLEEN MAY

A local group is urging
residents fo be TDPS in their ap-
proach to dieting. TOPS (Take
Off Pounds Sensibly) is a non-

profit, self-help organization that

meels once a week.

‘The purpose, as the name im- -

plies, is to help mdmduals lose
weight.

In - Stouffville, there are two

TOPS groups. The:,r meet in Mor-

‘ris Hall, St. James Presbyterian
Church, Main Street East: one at
‘1p.m., and the other at 6: 3{}11 m.

Recognition Night was held
recently. The executive of 1938
was thanked for its excellent
work. The new officers for the

coming year were introduced.

The TOPS: Queen is Lois
Lafleur. 'Lois enjoyed 'a weight
loss -of 59 pounds. She was
.presented with a bouquet of red

carnations. : :
The runner-up is Larna-
Vaughan, who lost 19 pounds. She
received a bouquet n[ pmk.‘
carnations. R

. Irene Elson was atcnrded a-
standmg ovation. ' irene has
adhered to a strict weight-loss
- schedule over a period of 20
years. She was presented w1th a
: bﬂuquet {Jf red carnatmns
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