ll"in--_ﬂ—ll-.-..-n{:

-"'{f:'_‘h-‘r.‘i:l: FJ*i-.t.-\r?;:
SR e

] :"u.."l. L!
- e r"{ "I-’ f. oy

A

ARy

T T L

vy A

LN |
LR
- "
TR
]

i
LA A
FLre

g

PET 1K

_l,l,,.-.f' ,-__.i
A bria o

o

& & kR F = -
l*!l’\lll‘!h'.l
¥ po ey 1

- "l

4B pﬂsseases a’/deter-
mmed rspmt 7 an —vmnm*atwe
_i‘-r Mt!'trelrand a: heall 1
o 2 humi:nf"':’: e o] s
5 }All of which: h_zwe mnl.nbu
towards: hel ping’,

res:dent" of - Stouffville’s Elm

Rt ':". R!]Ed x

_ Seniors. 'gﬁbanm:aﬁt
~ - with the near’'to blindness he s
known for the past 12 years.:

.+ - Bill)a lrausPurt driver at’ the
N tlme, 5 suffered lrreparahle

- damage. to - his " retinas:.while .
-~ . sneezing. - “Severa] operations.
;1 - “have failed to restore his sight,
- . though he’s still hupeful research
& can succeed in finding a way to
.repair a badly damaged optic
- merve.- . . ,

Thanks to an ‘Adjustment to
Blindness' course offered by the
CNIB, as well as a series nf life’
skills courses provided by the in- -.
2 Stitute, Biil has come out of the
. -experience with a positive at-

titude and "an advenluresnme
outlook toward life. ; '

.. I took any courses thE}' had to -
offer,” he says. “Loom-weaving, .
chalr-canmg, wood-working, and
1 even instructed for a whileasa
CNIB employee.”

. "~ And he claims to have seen’
‘both sides of. blindness WhllE at
‘the mst:tute o7 ;

“I saw the good’ parts and the

.bad parts thére. A lot of the bad

-parts - were with - people -who -

‘wanted sympathy I have no hme .

:fnr that.” - |

.7 Bill, a father of three, marrled
.agam two-and-a-half years ago.
_But the marnage forced I-um tn_ _
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new . wife s 2 (i ke T

2 “Thedog bécame quite ealnus
Ars ¥ ;ﬁwhen ‘we' got- marned.’f?related;_-
. wifé Peggy. “‘But Bill decided he

" wanted memnrethanthedog 50
wemoklthacktotheﬂﬂ ey

d|"|r\-

:Bill has become'an’ extremeiy '

slﬂlled ‘artisan, ;and ;his" han-
““diwork adorns the couple’s apar
ment. Beautifully crafted wicker
planters_sit on miniature”rush
Stools;”: next -to: an- exquisite
fernerie in the living room.” = -
. Hanging from the walls are his
hand-woven rugs with carefully
stitched pictures of geese and
other objects.

He feeIs his way mtn the closet
and pulls out a lawn chair and a
chaise lounge with the seats
rﬁtmng with macrameﬂl

igures out the - pat-
erns,gt%ren she .watches all the
-t{ime so she can ggmt out any-
“mistakes I might making. If
t’s not -just perfect Il start all
over again.”

At one point, he wnu!d sell his
creations to fnends and
relatives. -

I had a gm}d husmess going

- while I was iwmg with my sister.
I had 33 chairsi m her huuse at one

g
I O ;--.',:-“ “"'-""'1-..1‘*":'
<

. i et
but - Jealuus gmde dog~_and hls

L

,at all of them, but most I do.”

'When he’s doing snmethlng, he's

key.

1.!"’.."!" 'w.
.:-i-vj‘#""

R T E;C%’:Z—"‘mﬁ%nfr

ﬁlﬂmjﬂd ESE“'*‘ Jn_!g the day tune l’ﬁi !'u]e iIEIE'Ep

them and by t several Drhl5~weﬂandwakeupthenextmum-

S .H}lu t‘ r-mm,"l -:rj‘?:'-;"‘_'\-.‘ L ;M % L,,.-r _,.':.' ing I-EEllng gm.ll' _.1 £ _.I
... Peggy reports’even thou r And: by
husband is just working And most lmpﬂrtaﬂt he sa

fora huh-*’“
by, - the 2 it Sometimes ,"h_e_.s ‘developed a ‘good ‘sense of
.resembles fay handcraf!s~- simple’ “Good - munung";wmﬂd
-wurmhnp.. ----_-tnggerlears.* R S
‘{The. place gets “full: Now; friends call me °
EﬂmEtlﬂlES ‘When-he’s doing"a -apd I dun‘tmmd I figure I'm nor-
rug-hanging, he takes over-the . pal- now, but I do some embar-

dining room table, and as soon as '
I've cleaned up after dlﬂﬂf-‘_!‘ he’s mf,??&gfﬁﬂksiﬁf"é’f mﬁfﬁg

right back at it again.”. . i r
Bill claims as long as he has. into closed doors. But I've learn-

(zone are the da:.rs whena

D[f 3

himself, he’s happy."And he in- - gjj is capable of the same.'

sists he'll t try just about anything.
"I feel since I've been blind,
I've learned more than ever
before in my life. I'll try
anything. I won’t say I'll succeed

and loves to go dancing.

--He does miss driving his truck,
however.

- “When we go out fo
Peggy says as long as her hus-. we go ou ra drive, he_

. -can tell what kind of truck we’ve
band hasapruject on the go, he’s just ‘passed just by listening to
happ - it,” says Pe

“He laid the linoleum in the kll-
Ehen and installed the air-
conditioner. He does the vacuums-
ing and most of the housework.

Both Bill and Pegg}r have come
to appreciate the mpnrtam:e of
‘hearing.
- “We feel so sorry for peﬂple
‘who can’t hear,” Pegi

As for the t‘uture Bi m51515 he
has no intention of slﬂwmg down.

“Anything that comes -along,

Il dﬂ 1t " he cnnclud

whistling and humming.”
Bill agrees being busy i in the

“If I_haire sbmélhi'n'g todo diif-

E 'Imperiai 2000’ p‘ucket m:ul si‘een ﬁets
Eﬂyaarwarranty Twin, dnubl‘a qu&en
e - andKking sizes. #?l&ﬂﬂsenas Sears” ¥
e T reg. 939, 96-1399 95 459 93-949 93
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something to which -to- apply edtmpa ehght of it and laugh it

physical activity as-any. sighted '
person. He’ll strike out for a walk -

-

- Callfora -
comphmentary trla
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Stouffville Place Mall _
Lower level, wests:de ;
entrance
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