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Flaﬂm.ﬁ'gh reunion, 30 years after .; together.” He said: ‘Let’s" g0, for . Bartieting &t § lock. for the -
"'Eapturmg thair Gntam}haril Il“"lt‘.fu;'*'"--" ue at four o’clock for
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lfdmg to Bob.
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2% By BRUCE STAPLEY
=The: Stouffmlle Cardmals are

'l"q. =

champmnsh:p I 1958, 7 e

-.-1"1-

nizer. “Gord 3 & Eekardt

'..i*_:-' ¥,

W

bec!nsetoalm r cent turn out =

suggested.. we. '*get £ 1he #team

.:-.,-.-{_ 'l\..d.ll.._-|_l_

; ’*‘Eekardt who played first hase

-and: n:atcher;ton ‘the: team;" sat:
is conﬁdent lhere wdl**dmvn,w:th Stover and Slewarl 10 ““othier old Stouffville ball’ teams -

“put the | plans together. .

ju “the event s which will be held =.:/We sent a letter out to altl'the

at thehumenf MurrayStewtm "*player"é ¥ he} says."./‘Everyone - on the cob. - . =4

melnwlle Qct::1; Stewart 'was ;

.unq;.uf** the cuaches'-* of:

Ca‘rdihals EEE Xk e
Al the

i}een“ﬂunkmg -about " it,”’ sa}'s

~Eckardt - of* the- "planned

" together.~*I ran into Bob Stuver,

-\.ﬂ'ﬁ."\-

- who played on the team, down at "

<'collection - of :ball players “who

" on the.team.: We-had a lot of fun,
% and really enjoyed playing ball. »

'chmg from Harfy Barber, a

“ray Holdeén, a leftie wll_h a lot of

L cEpI:mnaI catcher;”
- “He;was a great- athlete and a
“real team leader.”’ ' 5

He' also recalls:-that second - -
‘- baseman- Lynn - Taylor,

- the! parh at the F rewurks durmg

- - ‘ll-l.

;'said lhey‘d ‘cancel’ ‘everything - -

_ﬂlE { they Had P_lﬂﬂ_I!EdSO they could be . together . as-much’ Taeiorabllia

ﬂ."IE‘I"E . . Lo

pla}'ers ‘hdd’ pmbably. v He': repurts that unly nﬁe ‘Beckardt.

plﬂy&r Lyn Taylor, is uncertain. .

et "Taylor, who played second base
-'on the award winning team nf 38,

resides in British Columbia. “But .
I wouldn’t be Surprised to see him

- JOHNSON '

& Barristers & Solicitors -
- 49 Main Street East, 2nd Floor

Stouffville, Ontario

' -640-8100 or 649-3555 °

Bj BHUCE ST&PLFY :
This year marks the 30th an- :
nwersa ry of the season the Stouf-

- fville Cardinals won the Ontario
Junior - *C** hardball .champion-
ships. Bob Stover, who play ed se-
cond 'base and rzght field for the
. team: that .captured the provin-
cial-title with an exciting two
' games.to one series victory over
Wheatiey, still --has both . his
- ‘memories and his uniform. .

The ‘Loretta Crescent -South
resldent pmwded us with the ac-
cnmpan:.rmg team. photo,. and
«someof - his recniten[mns of ‘the
~gritty Cardinals, - 1n a Iecent |
.interview,

4+ It started in 19::3 We were a
jM:dgeL team,” recalls Bob of the

‘would go on to make up the Car-
dinals in that championship year.
++In"1956, . we won the North:York

Champmnshlps and went ‘to the - |

AR jl‘j'l

E'ml ‘finals “in‘{theé “Ontario
Easeba]l Association, playﬂffs ol
\ .The group stuck: together, go-
mg up the ranks from Midget, .to
Juvemle -then on . to. Junior,
- :where they ‘became .the - Car-
‘dinals. The team would evenlual

. ly..make ;the-step.up .to the in-

termediate- level under Rﬂger

“Todd’s: leadership, - Earrymg on B

.until the mid- 1960s,-when hard-
ball disappeared in Stouffville.

“The Cardinals weré made up of i

L "a bunch'of guys whoiwanted to.
win, and play: ball well,” ‘accor-
‘“There Were no par- -

ticular mdwlduals who stood out

- The 1958 champs got Solid- pit-
righthanded fireballer, and Mur

"stuff’. -
*“And Don Haynes was an ex-
says ' Bob,

! who
.would: be called upon to pitch in
relief on occasion; was an impec-
cable’ infielder. The coaches,

. ~Harold {Ike} Hﬂdgsnn and ‘.rlur~

L}
ey
™ H

gy

1
T .

. ‘ray Stewart, a!ways mamtalned

hlgh expectations for the club,
and were always insistént ‘the
players show hustle runmng {m
and off the field.

.The big season saw the Car-

1{1 3 et
rememh-er -whn ll

The ‘event- wﬂl’ncnnsml al' a AOW s o L e g :
:He hﬂpes to gather old Trihune

was. It’s gune

e

Blayers and their wives; folowed - press clippings, . and :feels:
y a period fromn eight o '(:Iﬂcl;nn ‘paper’s ‘editor “Jim: Thomas will:

where friendds and ‘'members_of 'sharein the enthusiasm of sucha’.
- project: bécause-of - his’ own:

- like'the Red Sox will be welcome  sonal involvément with the team. A% Eckardt safs'~a feam .’
phutngra ph-will: be* taken"at: H]e “coming from: E_ p:;ar ‘and Mufray -
» reunion; \with', each ‘player.‘and *- Holden, who also pitchied, resides
enach m the same posmnn they
-were: in- when : the - team.: was * Little® lives>in: Peterhornugh, o
_phutugraphed by =Ted Cadieux- '
“after they'won the L'ham?mnshlp < Belleville; Erik Barber calls Ux.-

“to come over for cul'fee and corn * *‘Jim: -would:dothe annuuncmg
- ~for our ‘home' games from behin

mescreen "“herecalls::> =3

-~ He says a]l the playﬂ's wﬂl he
.contacted again. ‘before the reu:
‘nion to confirm that they’ll” be

C“We're gumg tu lry to~ put ’

about the team as possible,”” says
*1 :understand Bob

. Stover stﬂl has his uniform. Mine
iS missing, unfortunately. I gave
it to someone who said they were
putting a ball team tngether

while back. and dnn t

ing film clips of the Cardinals in

E o

.-_.r,.pl-l:-'i-

a league that was cnmprlsed ﬂ'f hurns w:[h Wheatley in’the pro-

teams.ifrom’ such' towns; as “.vincial finals.: Bob .remembers_ -
“and hosted Wheatley in game one- . shoe stringcatch, only to haie

. of the finals, which the Cardinals
“lost 2-0: “We weren’t hitting well
at all that game. The first run - big dividends in game two in

Markham Unmnvtﬂe Thm‘nhlll . the hard. time the Cardinals were

ancl ﬁurnra s
They would gn on to. I{Ilﬂﬂh nfi ‘us change in an old chicken coop:
Durham Newcastle, Caledon' Then, there were adults flashing

but shé xsdeadnuw S0 Idoubt the
l" ilm would have Survivi '

» him,- or the: uthe; n

there. He'is hopeful there may be
a few.surprises, suichasa Surviv-

action: I remernber oné woman:
taking some film footage of us,

~ given in Hagerswlle :They had

_ dlstance “of - Stauffwlle, ..""-'-:lth
ik sevewlsuﬂhmglncaﬂy : Harold -~
‘Eckardt asks anyune - who' fHodgsnn ‘a’coach with the team; -

= Il-i_
r"_

.H'i-‘

the ElﬂlEl' has ‘some film; or knows -flwes in" Stouffville,‘as’ do: third '
‘someoné: who “does; tu contact ‘baséman Ross Madill, outfi elde;
of ; TedrrSuzukl w am:'l ,Slwenjiind.._._ _

:Per-7 the renion. 525 73 i, ‘,‘;_".’;,,_.‘_Eclia‘rdt.j Al i;}—%:,,‘g
;= Pitcher: Earber will be .

‘in Camybeﬂfurd ﬂutf' elder Johin

Lawrenee Wideman::is. in’

_in ’582"“I’'m sure none of us has. ' bridge h{}me and Don Haymes is
changed,’ so it should look’ just - from Tﬂruntu-. e O *;‘.,‘_f’__.-i'
about the Same,” he laughs.: - o

Apart from " Taylor, mﬁél "“ should-be a lot-of laughs""

players live - within strtkmg E“““]“dﬁ Eckardt _"- S L

Y . b
ot wr L P Al . Y e

Today s easy way
: naane

ry Cotter Leasing

b 40-2541
*All makes and models

durmg the gam& g nEva Al second run scored when a Sluuff-
:But_they: managed to prevail ville outfielder tried to make-a"

the ball getpassedhlm.” o
Extra batling practice payed

was the I‘ESll]t of: walks and the -Wheatley, with the Cardinals
— . ~running off with the contest, 16-3:.

dmals nght the:r wa}' to the top of

and Hagersw!!e before locking *:mirrors-at us from:the stands .
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-”Wehau:imgh _ |
first ‘three innings,”’  says .

t or nine runs in the :
Bob.
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The Stnufﬁ'llle Eardmali mrca I‘hﬂ Tlm tuam |s hnltlmg their
Iﬂth amm'ersar}* ce]ehratmus this {]ctulmr. lu ::mn menmrnlu the -

Ontario hardball tltlr: they won that year. From left, at rear, are;.

Murray - Stewarl {mach} TE{I Su?uki. Fric Harhﬂr, '\Iurra:,'

-“We were really'on a high.”

- The third game was. played on
‘neutral turf in Port Dover.- “It
‘was-a much tighter game. We
- won 5-3, but it wasn‘t over til the
very end.” '- i
Bob: credits coach-Stewart for. .

" helping the Cardinals become the
best - team . they .possibly could.
*He was ‘a-;good; ball player

the dnuhle play, to and run, and
to do the squeeze'play.” - = -

Bob remembers a -playuf{
.»game -where’:the: squeeze was

: r:alled when he was'onthird base,

-“-‘-'tlh slugger: Ross*Madill ‘at lhel_ <

p]ate “The:
= slow wind up.:1 wassix. feet from -
“the plateby.the tlme he finally let
‘the ballgo.. I"was*just -hoping

:pitcher-took ‘a* long,

8 h
¥\ B ‘Mamn had, caught:the  coaches

thl'eia;-:inhn Little; Ross Madill, Haroid Hodgson (coach). In
~front, from left, are; Lyn Taylor, Bob Stover, llnn:._ Barber, Don
H:t'ﬂms Lawrence Wideman and {‘ ﬂrﬂ Fekarilt

[y

mgm But he just: stEpped out of
. my’ way, and I sl:d in w1th the
‘run:’

 The: Cardmals wnuld hE: taken
dnwn to-Maple Leaf Stadium in
. Toronto:to watch. the:old Maple
:/Leafs.of .the ‘International
League "and to. Cleveland and
~ Detroit ‘to:watch : major- league
baseball when they p]a}red games
vin Western Ontario. " *°
7~ Bob, whn was 19 when the Car-
dmals wor it all, recalls that he -
. was _employed .in: his:.father’s
-bake shop that year. “Most of the
“guys_were working, and I think -
- there were two of them who were
heading off to'university.” = .

Bob is now: émployed as 'a -.
human’ relations: specialist with
the York-Board of-Education.

“It was a lot of fun,” he con-

Stouffville ‘boys"'of . summer’.,
“The "players played: gnnd ball,

and the crms.rds .u.rﬂre aiways' &

therﬂ ‘watching.”

cludes of his days as one of the B

| Gord Eckardt prepares for flood
of club champlonsh p memories

was -six inches -closer-to home: the lights at the- park so we : dent. TllE cumpan:,r manufar:- A

By BRUCE TtPLI' ' Sl
y BRUCE ST . plate than regulation. * - . would play, from:seven o'clock (ures aggregate equipment for

Gnrd Eckardl sits: at hls hl
desk sifting thmugh ‘quotes an

- “We .were winning 2-1-at, the * until nine ‘and sometimes .we - gr&vel pits across Canada.
time. The other ¢oach'asked for a’ would’ nnly get in'six” ur seven

sketches of i the gravel pit measurement.:When it was found .innings.!
machines his company produces. . (o be out by six inches; we had to . Monies’ raised - hy theu own
But the 48-year-old president of  dig it up and start again.” means, or from generous Stouf{-
' Assinck- Bros. Ltd. is more con- -« After winning game two by a ville husmessmc-n were used-for
. cerned, for the mumenlanywa}', '16-3 score, coach Stewart lold the buying eqmpment He ‘recalls
~ about: the upcoming - reunion ‘of. Cardinals ‘that if they 'won the that the team would go: to any
th& 1958 Ontario Junior ‘C’ Cham- * final game, they would head-to lengths to stretch’ what: ]1ttle
ionship- Stouffville Cardinals Cleveland on the:way home to funds they had. . -
hardball team. watch an Indians game. Thattrip = “We were supposed to prm*tdﬁ
. He played first base for the, hrmgs a chuckle from Gord two baseballs . for cach home
tecam that beat Wheatley two  (oday. - game,” he smiles. “We'd put ina
games (o one in the finals that "we were all 17-18 years old,” new one, and another one that
year, coming back to win the last - he says. “We got to Cleveland not was almnstncw We'd try tosave
two games after I:mwmgﬂﬂm the knowing much about the city. We the new.one for when the sun
nrst contesl. . . .- ;.. stayed at a hotel-near the -ball starfed.to go.down so we'd, he
“Born . and rmsed _]I.lSl cast of park that cost us about $20 for the able to see it better.””. : = -
Sl{}uﬁvtlie Gord was an 18-year-.. whole team._ It wasn'l one of the. . Eckardl's own life has chani ed
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old just flmshmg high' school the __best hotels; and it wasn't the best” as'much as the nature of ball in
year the Cardinals won it all. nmghbnurhnﬂd but we survived Stouffville. After finishing high
. “It was, prelty well the same (' .. - »school, he went to work at his
team that ‘had been together When the Cardmnis ‘feturned father’s saw mill in the area.
since Murray Stewart (coach) triumphantly to Stouffville, Gord My dad died in 1961 and the
brought us together as a Bantam ° recalls how fire chief Walt Smith lumber industry dwindled.”

- team 5 years earlier;” says Gord. ' met thiem with the fire truck and . - After running the mill himself

“He kept the same guys tngclher that . a parade was arranFed for a few years, he went to work
- through Junior." . “The town presented usall witha briefly. for: Stouffville Sand and.

He. distinctly rememhers the . wrist'’ watch with . our name Gravel and then startcd with
thnll ‘of - wmnmg the - deciding engraved on'the back.”, = -+
~game 5-3 in Port Dover, which - Eckardt: remembers that the *'I started- as a welder,
_-was selected as a neutral site for - team’ was basically .self suffi- sweeper, painter, Whatever had
~the. rubber ‘match of the series. . cient,, having to.rely upon their to be done, I did it,” -, - '

Ih ﬂtE Stnufrﬁlln Cnrdmals to be restarted after it was financed by passing the hat at original owners, and he finally

"'i l-‘

=70 Assinek Bros. in 1963, i

" But he also recalls how the first own fund raising efforts to stay Eventually, ‘he - and- scveral g
game, played in Stouffville, had ~afloat, *Back. then, teams were other employees bought out the _

-y discovered - lhe ]}Ilthmg rubber . games. We cnuldn laﬂ‘nrd Iﬂ use assumcd the. pomhun of . pres:--
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* Today; Eckardt still retains the
pleasant memories of his day in .
the sun as a provincial champion.
His dream achieved, he -admils

life doesn’t provide many:oppor-
tunities for.taking in ball games,

what with his“business. obliga- +

tions, which include cnnsmera ble
¥ av&]
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