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The wind was like Noveinber’s,
;fresh “and; gusty.. It pushed the °
sullen- nver{:ast above the trees
like ..JIE.E\!}' _smoke:. It set. the
tallest pines in motion and rattled
the cl.trled bark on the birches.

’.Befure me in the marsh, the chill- .
*:black-‘and  white, flycatcher

HIIE ibreeze - moved: the swamp-
.grass in waves, while the brown

uccessive blast. - " |

gattalls strained agamsl each_'

Flghlmg the turhlﬂence the
mgfisher flew low over the bog

o its chosen stub above a pond of
open‘water. :From this vantage

int"it"could usually spot a fat

hub or two, but today the water
surface was pebbly making the
ishing difficult. Even the frogs
on which it often dined seemed to
have all disappeared. The heavy-
gailled bird swung its head down-
vind and rattled a vigorous call.
Only the wind answered. It made
him:shudder as it ruffled his
unkept crest more than usual and
caused his blue-gray breast band
Lo :flare up &nd hecume less
?‘lﬂllﬂ&ﬂh]& -
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f For a lnng time the feathered

3f15herman sat. motionless as: if-

fwondering. Were these cool gusts
{the:forerunners of more and col-
'dEr ones to follow? Frigid gales
*that would‘ice the. pm]s fnrcmg

im south 'to a: warmer but

ﬁtranger land‘?

But this was S his real home; he
vas:born here. In the same tun-
E]led bluff from where -he had
taken his. first flight, he helped
eed five of his ‘own demanding
iyoungsters -this ‘past season.
Paren now they were probably
vith his . mate, finishing -their

inshmg 1&55{}115 along - the

g - B

keshore .while" he -alone -.re- -

ained tn pﬁllﬂ& and patrﬁl

{ HE* gazed agam across [he
: i orest-rimmed ﬂwampland Here
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skyward, .the kmg,ﬁsher ::ould
avoid the smster moving marsh’*

-hawk and save face  with the -
smaller birds whum he liked to

buzz ' ‘on::occasion. -Only.- the

: kingbird rebelled openly, and as

its actions were inore bluff than
‘bite, he continued to pester this

whenever lhe mwcl dmtated

The fact he hadn't seen' the

kingbird for a week or more now
gave the kingfisher more food for
lhm.tﬂht :

- Suddenly. 1he bird on . lhe
streamside perch stiffened. Five
black ducks swept past, then
wheeled and splashed in; their
spray - carried before the  stiff
breeze. Company. at least, but
wasn’t: this too a -sign of aulurnn
when the wildfowl were flocking?

He lmtened 1mpat:ently for a
while to their ‘“dug-a-dug-a’ bab-
bling, . then called’ loudly -again
across the marshy wastes.
Receiving no reply, he dropped
from the limb. Now flying with
his customary irregular

wingbeats; the kingfisher cleared

a cedar pmnt and dlsappearec!
For some unknown reason, the

ducks too sprang into the air with

a,clatter of wings. A couple of
warnmg quacks and a steady

climb put them over the tallest .

wavmg trees and ﬂut of s:ght

I hun{:hed my shuulders and:"
stood up. My dog, who moments -
before had been "curled -and:
shivering, shook her ears®and
stretched.: Together “we started-
back the way we had come. No .
doubt the -autumn marsh would -
be a resting place for many birds:
‘during the next'month or so.

More ducks would -arrive and
stilt-legged herons would ‘wade.
the shallows. Yet in my mind I -

hoped the high diving kingfisher

would also find the weather fit--
ting to hang around himself for a:

few months. Then at least we’d

know it wouldn’t be cold ‘enough’:

to t'réeze the pnnd R
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