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Cenedten heme hu}'ere spend a mere.
20minutes opening.cupboards:and try-.
ing-out: faucets. be ore deciding a.given

 house :isxworthy .of a’six-figure invest- -

ment = fora '$160,000 hotise, that's about

five minutes of serious lheught I‘er eeeh_ .

S-lﬂ 000 worth ef investment. - :

Lque wender thetﬂ'e' Flrewmg number
eI home bu:.rere wary of eueeumbmg too-
quickly:to.the charms; of . their ‘dream-

‘home, subject it toa lhereugh inspection

hy:a prel'essmnal home mspeeler hefere
mgmng on the dotted line. '

"There has been a real grewth in home
rnspeehen services in Ontario,” said On-
tario Real Eslale Reglsirar C'ere. dela’
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. “As the merket "0WSs more complex;’
these, .services:;havez becomer.very.-
ngular I find eﬂnsumers are hﬂcemmﬁ
tter, ee'lueet_ed about heusmg issues a
lhe hme,'.[ o o
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4 And more, eeutreus One Seuthern On:, .
“tario eeuple was ready (o sign an offer n"

purchase: a-lakefront: home. when-they .-
suddenly, remembered stories’they had *
heard 0 mershy ground in the area...: .,
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- spected the hume and reperled the cou-- Ilghl b she seys "‘il sa l‘l5|{ of hms yeu Ihreugheut the pre{rlllee end range up to - good offence. **Arm yourself wiih e pre-' -
essmnai inspection :report. at - the -

- ple would need at least $12,000 to correct -

.several.- cracks~ in - the “foundation - = -

‘either that or live with a basement full of .

water every spring. -

-they negeueted a new- pnee l‘rem the -
SeHers i v £ . :

: Ideeny dela Cruz said; heuse hunters
should line up a qualified inspection Ser-
vice long before théy tour therr first open *

escanar--
~house, Although most ““g}pﬁg‘m n?}ltee " check them. It's vital to ask a lot of ques-

Id mean tlens dela Eru:e says.

range inspection within-24 hc
- Jast: minute: arranﬁements eeu
delays or ruehede oices.. it L

However, no: matter hew ‘rushed Ihey
become, : the. Registrar: warns home
‘buyers to consider carefully any inspec- -
.tors recommended h}r-r ree estale ;
ealeepeaple or hrekere., s

She’

et” business; .t
treulere real:.eslate, brekers;er sales
representatives are in effect working for
the mople selling the homes; rather lhen
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Y Some might be lemp[ed todoi :nspee

. The eeup]e heught the heuse enyway, i
but;-armed with their inspection report, .

|i-emte eul ‘that” 1r|.s’?ecters who :eve
rough par- .
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can evmd by - !‘mdmg your ewn - about ' $300 - for - the” average: home.
me. ector.":.  However, many: huyers -‘eager 1o save

he best. recommendations. are of ten - money, I‘m ego the mspeetlen al[egether -

theee of : friends’ and nelghhere. Local .~ ~Strangely enough,”: -deia’ Cl uz: says.’

builders' or-engineers’ asseelehens are: :+Many:- people. think:. thﬂy ‘can- walk

-other geed sources. Many home inspec- :
‘tors are trained engmeers or architects, around a house and, know whether it's

er former hur[dere Ty s

- If necessary, simply gel the names of
“a few-firms from the area: ‘phone book,
= but be sureto ask the companics for
* references from past customers — . and .

istiddenly” see themselves ﬂs slruelural
engmeers A SRR Y

‘Dela “Cruz ' eeutlens lhese huyers
 against false economy:. ™You may savea
* few hundred dollars; but have o spend -

lheusends on repa:rs er reneeeltene
Heme inspectors are net I:eensed or:Jater.” - anuiE Al pe
TEEIStEI‘Eﬂ y the provincial . govern- - |f yeu uneev’er mejer el sctural
-ment, and so do not need any particular. defects: -after’ you' move -in, your
. qualification in order to advertise their recourses:are limited. In. ﬂntarm con-
;Services. All the more reason to check ' sumers who purchase a new home from
references carefully at the oulset. ‘a builder registered with' thé Ontario
‘%1 Make “sure the ins ter looks at.New Home- 1'§errenly Plan mf:a}re small
rything, including the electrical and premium. and: are cove under- the .
heating ‘'systems,.the foundations, roof, .plan, ‘which jinsures ‘ the : home- ewner
‘and : plumbing . system. - And "don’t’ against major defects for five years. .

feverlmk the chimney: a chimney in poor > Buyeérs of older homes' faced with-a
irepair is<a. fire. hazard-and, can cost.probfem can contact their regional con:
lheueandslerepleee st oorLisumerservice bureaus in iner:efered

Z Most' good companies Spend at least. vice and possible mediation, -7

-sound. People who have fmrshed a base-
:ment or painted a kitchen*a“few-times -
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outset,” the - Registrar reeemmends
“And he choosy about whichins ection’
--firm you hire, Shop-around-and be par-
ticularly  éoncerned ! aheut lhe mspee
lerequehf:eehens.. AR :

Mesl firms wtll rovide a verhal sum;
m1r:,r of. major findings on ‘the spol,.
followed a few days later by.a detailed
written report:  If: . thé company,
guerenieeet e ﬂl:curac}f el‘ :te fm nge,

get it in wnlmga- i ring

I.

‘When you've found'a eullehle preper-
ty, your. next'step shiould be to'ask your .
lawyer,‘to~make ; the. offer. - conditional
upon- eh!:tmmg a: sahsl'aetnr}' 3 repert
from'a home inspector of your “choice —
someone'.who'll..spend “'more:than- 20"
minutes’ reviewing ; the. ehjeel ef jyour,
.!ﬂ-}rear eernmtlmenl

' Bagrat! —.r o

A nﬂmelr}r brochur re on huymg a heme
is available. For a free copy, conlact the '
Consumer : Information: Centre:at- 555

o
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Yonge St., Terenm, Ontario M7A 2H6 ="

(416) 963-1111 " or- toll .free . el
‘1-800-268-1142. Onlerie reetdenle with an’
- 807.area code may. call.the 416 number-
~ collect. The. D line for the hear-

lrens that put lhe heuses in e farerehle t'eele three heurs on thesue Cesls ve.ry Hewever lhe besl defenee mey h-e a rng :mpered is J:HE] m.;ee ~-w~
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