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Twenty boys from St. John's School of
Ontario battled winds and strong:.
currents to canoe the Rouge River.

This is the srory of their perseverence

EHMN SHELGRDUE
Enrreﬁpnn dent: :

* Twen(y-one paddles shce thmugh the mugh water in peﬂect har-
mony. The three wooden canoes lurch forward as the travellers fight.

- strong éurrents and a biting, . westerly -wind. Momerits -later, the
-.canoeists easé ontothesandy beach nfr-.‘.hlne Lake Park wet cnld am:'l 5
Exhausted They:are also triumphant. - ) e
The paddlers who landed at the park last Wednesday afternoon are. g
students from Saint Johm's School of Ontario, in Clarémont. Accompa- . B8
~‘nied by three teachers, the 18 Grade 9 studﬂnts were - completing a ~ o
l:wn-da:f school project which had begun under sunny skies at 9 the -
prevmus mﬂrmng They set off frnm the muuth l.'.}f the Rﬂuge River at
Frenchman s Ba:,r m Pmkenng : :

Historieal tnp

e “Th1s wasn’t reaily a canode tnp, as much’as 1t was an. hlSl’ﬂI‘!Eal
.lﬂp,” explained headmaster Mike Maunder. ‘**We were trying todupli- - &
« célate an event WhlEh the students read ahﬂut durmg une of our hlEtﬂI‘}’ .
asses." e :
-" == “In 1?94 dﬂcumenis shuw that Wllham Berczy', the fﬂunder of Mar-
»J:ham had tried to establish a trade route from Lake Ontario to Mar- .
.*kham,’” he contintied. “In fact, reports suggest that he paddled the &
*Rﬂuge Riveridentical to the 20- mile course that we’ve justcompleted. [
2% “The students researched the feasibility of this'at public libraries,
£ drscussed it-with local historians-and conservation-authorities; and
talked to government engineers. The school decided to see if we cuu!ﬂ
£ re create a-feat that suppuseﬂly occurred almost 200 years ago.’ .
= The'j jﬂurney was not really unique f for the students or staff at Saint
: .I ohn’s. Every .year, for the past six or seven years, the school has
-‘embarked on a canoe'trip, usually in the early autumn. Previous sites
%ﬂvi mr.-luded Genrgaan Bay, French Rwer and Quetlcu Provincial
-Par
vel This is the flrst tlme huwever, that the advEnturers have r:nﬂsen a
Im:al destmatmn. . i
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" ‘Ideal location’ -  “It was great for this group of

ku:!s " continued Maunder. “The:f

-h
*

1y, “We mns:dered thie Hamber and Don Hwers, Maunder, cﬂntmued
put they. aren't really canoe routes. Besides, ‘the historieal. mgmh—
cance and recent pt}llhﬂal debate surmundmg the Rouge Rwer made
it %‘E uileal lﬂcaémn -The'students wfere TH ké':en mttt?el 1de§ t OGS e
e trip was by no means an easy feat. Accor ing tothe hea master, - : e "
who also teaches history at the school, the journey consisted of “appro-": khsmdf!’]’; Rﬂ? tiﬂr?rl}aﬂglg{i;-
ximately.six miles of paddling, six of portaging, and six of pulling and * am:thought Lie: 1ok
seraping the canoes over rocks and [hn}ugh shallow water.”’ . i

- The route took the students north into Scarborough and the Rﬂuge
Hills, around the Metro Toronto Zoo,.past new subdivisions and gulf
enurses and finally, to the entranee to Milne Lake. :

- Billy Elshnp headed up the student team which did most of the
researr:h for the project, but was unable to take part due tn a hrﬂken ;
wnst “I didn’t think they would get it done,” he said.

- HIt's e;-:tremely rocky. If Berczy. dld dﬂ it ‘he- pruhably used ﬂai
narrow boats, not canoes.” -

Brian Alblsser co-grdinated the four-man student map. team and._ was]the sgeri:u!nd aﬁpectnf the trlp,
took part in the actual trip. “We thought it would be lll-:e a walk amund - SXPAIMeaTARACt. - |
the block,” h'e cnmmented “It sure wasn't : : <

- Somebody “would stiimble and
*fall, they‘d pmk h1m up. and kee;-

‘dragging the canoes ‘and portag-
‘ing a lot,” he said. “I've never
carried a canoe_he[nre. It's ex-
tremely tiring."
The historical sngmﬁcance nm‘:
withstanding, the future of the
"'Rouge River has become a con-
' temporary,.political issue. "That

.

=g
r

' such as urban develnpment The
pulnmal processis important and .
this gives'the students:an oppor-
tu mt:*.ar to.assess the prns and cfms

“We mapped nut the exact mule an{l d:stance (18. B m:les} the por-
lage locations, thé.break spots, overnight camping, and so on. One of
the portages ended’ up being three or.four miles long through heavy
hush I'm heat M:.r sucks are Sﬂaked Y{m never enuld keep dry

{t : Eiﬂv

A

Brian Earlv,r {phutn ahuve left} lugs two backpacks along a portage. Stu-
dents at St. Johin's School of Ontario canoed up the Rouge River to.
Markham. In the centre photo, Chris Hodgson, Scott Card, Damel Horn er,

N

route included 6 miles of portagin
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Daniel Horner, (left) Russéll Marshall, Brian Albisser and Darrén Sayers
paddle upstream on the Rouge River near Markham. The boys are stu-
. dents of St John’s Enhunl of Ontarioin Claremont. The',r tahe a ::anne tnp

1*!?."-21113r pul]‘.ed together: as a unit.

‘tail “‘more paddling. We ended up.

“We alsﬂ slud}f curr&nt lssues‘

Tadd Price and staff member Mmhae! Hutt carry a ‘canoe. Tha 1B-r.mle Brfun Alhisser and Michael Hutl: The hu’grs successfuil'f cumpluted thair.

~above 1 nght] are from left, Damel I-h:nrnur. staff memher Faul Edwards. :

-= Pyziak, DawnVan Seters, Leah Turner and Anna
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E\-'El"f vear. Thls vear S was an 18- m:la t:rek up the Huuge Hwer fmm
Frenchman's Ea*,r in kaermg | : B, %
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thmr ‘and learn more ahnut the pﬂlltlﬂﬂl was agamst the 1dea as lt wnltid
“;issuessat a public meeting on .detour traffic'from the: hub’ at,

‘Rouge-River deveiﬂpment at :York {Tc:rnnlﬂ} The- canal never*
I'.Iarkham District High' School. -~ happened;:but-it:is: pussmle ‘that
' They've also’invited.local res:-““BETEE_}" ‘made | lhE tl'lIJ UF ‘the.
““We saw lots of: w:!dh{i:ie heaw %enta R:: r:;:mﬂ EE\‘. iﬂll;ﬂ(}tr]l'm'-"t }tn RﬂuEE i LiET SR :.'.*'
ers racoons; geese, and so on,’ race Anglican Church where the
said ‘Rob. “f gthm]-: they should : boys will answer questions about - Berms-]umay
leave it as it is.”” ~ - -their journey. They’ll be. ava:l The tfip-by Saint John's. stu-
- “dents has. demonstrated that:de-

L= i ah!efmm'i’ 0 p.m.
" ‘Needs cleaning’ While the futuré of the Rougeis: - bate’ and" controversy surround-'
ing the Rouge is- not exactl:.r a re-f

- st:liﬂpen to debate, the successful
-Chris Hodgson, another student - trip has not cieareci up an equail}; cent phenﬂmenﬁn X
partmpant agreed. “They should® muddled past. Did Berczy and his .- -*“This_trip was a cnmbmatmn' '_
preserve.it,”” he said. “It's very . ‘men paddle up the, shallnw rm:l-'.:; -historical and pulmeal awareness__
scenic with Tots-of fish and birds.” - Rouge River? *' event,” -explained . Lynda Hutt;
Fellow. canoeist Brandon McDo- . “‘No wa}f,” said Brandﬂn.' “1  director of public relations fﬂrtheg_ '
nald wasn’t_so sure:-*“There’s dunt think he could have ever . school. “It really-is ‘education in
‘tracks and animals;!’” he ex-. useditasatrade route. It’s pretl:.r action.” Twenty-one cold, wleﬁr}r-,_
plained,” but they could change. . rnugh g - canoéists would’ agree “I'm n
some parts of it.. There's.also teWe found 'a map which showed  going home for.a long, l}ut hath 3
dumps and msted—uulahandnned a sketch of a proposed canal ‘concluded Maunder “It was a:
cears,” s ' -route, dated in°1796,” countered terrific expenence butlwuuldn’t_.
-On Mnnday the studentﬁ had’ an - the: headmastef “The Governor _ want: tn.dn 1t a!l_qm[g: agam;
ﬂppnrlumtytnexpressthmrw&ws at thetime ‘John Graves S;mcne, tumc-rruw., e kel .
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of the 5!!uatmn -and make
‘own decisions?!’ .
Most students: had mlxed feelmgs
ahnut their EH]}EI'IEIIEE from' a sn-

*jr::al or’ puhtmat perspéctive: -
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Balla,ntrae dang 'éi's shme

By KATE GILDEHDALE 13

5 Pcrfnrmanca '88, whwh featured The Ballantme Studm 30

Frlda}' mght of, dance,-

nf Music and Dance and Fnends was a. dr:hghtful pmgram
magm and lively music, - .
‘Director Lorctana Maiuri had her team nf }*uungsters dlsplnymg thmr.- f
talenls in both ballet and jazz routines. - " ‘
- The *Baby Bunnies’ with three-. and I’uur—yeamld 5tudents tMmhel!e-

Darhy, Andrea:Hoover, :Elizabeth’ Mariani,” Hannah Norrie, Kristina' HESsS
Warren), had the audi- - KE%

mt55f:d

.-".'

“ence smn!mg w:lh thmr hﬂppmg a.ml skippmg and theu' uccasmnal

cue Taiak s -
m! Hands Up gal lhe evenmg ut‘r to a ﬂymg

A hreezy anz ruutme call .
_.start, Students Jill ‘Avery, Kylie: Gornall,. Michelle Leonard, Tracey.

’Leunnrd Danielle Timms, Shannon Timms, . Tammy. Timms and: Kathy.:
i Twiddy ended their dance w:th a cheer}f mess nga mwlmg the audlenee to..
A Sit. hack and enjoy the shuw. 4 S

TS A AT ﬁ.véry.. Li:me Beﬂm Mpﬂu’:ll{' Hms ami

¥ Fuu} s}gn}gr sturti_lents {feathﬁ? lyrical ballet cntitled Falling. .Léaves."
rlc - 8
Nﬂtﬂhﬂ eid) periormeda solt y-ly CourtneyMorehouse and -

" while Brooke Biggs; -Stacey. Biggs, Joanna Fast, 3
- Jessie Tinker entertained with the exuberant Spoon Full of Sugar. -,.
?hr Nine-year-old Rebecca Morrison pmved that she t:uu_ld h-nth Qance and

““aet in the fasl—paced solo Kiss Polka. - RS
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' '-' -2} Both Rebecca Norrie and Kathy Twiddy dénced with puise an graee in:' i 5
- the flowing Gavot, with Nancy Cummings Richardson’stalented highland . /N i ik
dancers Erin Churchi!l Jenny Lunney, Katherine Shearman and Vicky?: B¥ S ks <
' Williamson adding ‘dash and lightning | to the stirring accﬂmpamment “f;. Uy Qe
F.bagppes ; -.;,L-’-L e """."-*.-"!'.1""‘ ".."'_.-.-11-’ g "" *ite "v-.- b; i . :;,l '-
%+ Country B&Hc! {eatured .‘HII ﬂver;r. Alexise Dodd, Rch-ecca ‘Norrie and': 5
% Halhy Twiddy dancing with energy and enthusiasm tothé strainsof ‘Who's’; o R s o
.‘afraid of the Big Ba Wolf?:while Shakupeam lhe Hagmian ane hls 1 & |
: ol . skll[ul magic inrlheaudience.w;n et LTI Fles TP 50
68 < VWt ‘ : : a0 “$The linalg:iance was the spirited Hackdmund the C.'nc.l; anc} the evit:nigg A
"ﬁmmr ’i":'n"i‘fn” “ieit) 11 and her sisters; Shannon, 9, 1 finai aumber of Bi['i!iii’i& S'T""a'ﬁf 1:-.::...“ T3 ....mjﬁ 5 Eded oz 2 high ':g*esa ?;1"1 cast ﬂﬂ:l ff‘f.‘f‘f‘“f j‘.”f‘“inf "'““al ?:F?-’L E:,;r ‘ . — % e
Dzaielle, &, dantqd ig Rock ﬁrnnnd the Clngk the . i .ancé "8, Ty T ,.;';'_':F_ faia i ""““: “‘““‘“ rho ‘T"’““ ¥ Sing Ig'.‘ 2 s ST AT R ¥ “‘ & oF S R R P e LT L A
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