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Stouffville’s Glen Smith makes the tricky climb to the top of the Stouff- -
ville clock tower to ensure the clock is keeping the correct time.
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.*’It’a 8: 30 en a, daln Thuraday
" morning. in Stmﬁwlle, and Glen, -
'Smith’ heada out of his Ru

“Avenue homeé'in his jeans: i
Not ‘exactly the requiréd drees ‘up; after which he slummlea up “'is'no;longer in. huameaa. .;:L[ya
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placed to
ex. will stand indefinitely. <3 5
:And then he makes hiswayu to -

guarantée that the taw—

< the . first: platform,’ about; 12, eet::

"‘35-.“ "‘3 e _.r-\.'; -2

eede Ier-a funeral ‘director’ whaﬂ the ‘next. three levels . on, woeden Iather.wrate to them: ae\reral
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4> Glen is the keeper of the Town
elaek the classic time pleee don-

‘ated hy thé Percy family in 1931. -
It is housed by.that red brick -
Cleek Tower. that_finds its. way

“onto_every piece of promotional

literature produced by Steuif\rﬂle -

and its mautut:anai. ]
- Glen, whose: father. Jake 15 a

_.legem_:l in Stouffville because of
his. mastery of the art of clock
- building and repair, is responsi-

ble for -winding the big clock,
* making sure it keeps good time,
= and aﬂmg the gears so as to keep
- the meehamam runmng

- smoothly.

Soevery 1a days or aa, he comes

~ by, takes the aluminum ladder
aut of the Town office storage.
~room, and makes the long elimb
ta the apper leael af the 75-foot

tawer

2, 0n thla parhea.lar spring morn-
: 1ng1 he chats; briefly with Dave

Francis; who is busy chipping
-away at the bricks at the base of -

. Hefinally reaches thetap, takes -
the old crank; and goes to.work "
winding the gears that bring both

the 500 pound tu:ae weight ‘back

uFuneral Hame m Harkham hut ~walls, therungsef which are wam eaya Glen./!There’sa worn pmlan' ~ coming up here ever.since I w:
: on this part:eular marmng, Gien emauth from years of servicé.z i we're going'to.have-a: prehleal*‘
‘musttendtoa duty ~not a tradi-" :
uea*““"that he has ha.d since tak-;
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the tower, bricks'| that muatbere-’*"rant Claekmakera & Be!lfaun- wated paaltien aad anghts iy
“derstoH.M: King Gerog e"Ja. _ ..fSprueetreewhzehadornshxs WD oo
“;+ serial number,: 9404, is t ped, Rupert Street home. s 2 53725 - e
 below. it e 5y A g st 2 NOW 38 years old, Gleii reflectgs -
7z The manufacturer, apparently, aun’an how’ he‘would make’the} . -
same climb with'his father’ whenfl- i
-he was in charge of keéepi S
- clock Tunning::£'I guess I"-l'ggbee B
old enough to make'the elimb”’: ’#’*w
with: eeeatua!lf s gmag to i1 aameumea wender why Ido 1 {paeks
bind. U, e et LR i i he admits) “But then I try tofs
< When it:is: auggeat lhat his:: magme just wha they: wauld gef;a
the 250 pound striker weight; and dad may be just the man to ferge todoitif I were'tostop.2 ;s %
.the' replacement part,:Glen just: -*As he climbs-back down:he :.-_ o

uptethetep )

leaks at the brass dial wmeh sits
in front of the old clock’s inner
workings.: “‘She’s out abeut eeven
minutes” he announeces. i ..-i
- “It’s not the easiest ﬂuag ta get -
this clock to keep the right time”’
‘he states, acknowledging that '
there are some town residents':
~who will occasionally take him to-
- task for the clock hemg out 5 er 10
.minutes. ey .
-“There’s -so many thmga that
seem to affect its accuracy. The
heat, the cold. and the humidity.
And aamehmea thei 1ee will atep lt
in the winter.” :
He points. to the nameplate
-attached to the front of the assort-

W nav et oo smiles:“There’ s not a whole lot of .- -points ‘to’ the ‘drive:shafts: ef the .
“He checks his own watch, l.hea peepleareuud whe eeulﬂdalt ? he four faces of the clock, and to'thé's =
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agrees. P

> The wmdmg eamplete he
climbs to thei upper level to check °
the bell, whi¢h also béars the in-'.
aenphen of the-English clock-
maker, aleag with the*words;

£

“Steuﬂ'v;lle Dntar:a wa Men---

“Eal h b e e .
-Then one ‘last ahart ellmh sees
him perehed atop the structure,
along side the fire siren: “*You
‘don’t want to be up heré when the
siren goes off’’ he ‘warns.: “‘Even
when you cover yaur ears 1t
drives you nuts S

. He points to the haeks ‘and the
old pulley used to hang the. fireX’

* . central gear. “That little meehane’* S
~ism keeps all four faces ehawmg}
the same time” he says.: s “-

'l-

" He exp!ama hew the renaeahan" e ¥
dane twenty yéars ago resulted in
the construction of the upper p‘.lat-
forms; and then he notes how a** S
prehlem ‘with pigeons had’ neg :
.cessitated the installation of shut== :
-ters, ‘covered on the inside h]r
ehtekea wire, to keea the birdsout ™
of the ‘area of the. eleek
meehamam., o %

-*““The whole elaek aeaemhly waa
rebuilt. by. my father back-in*'‘
-1981,” he recalls. "Ita Iiefmuely E- :
one ef a kind.” . ﬂ.

And thenit’s haek dewn aati aff :

&

ment of gears, pinions, and pallet hoses up to dry in the days when
~arms. It shows that the eIaek was the Town firehall waslocated im-

to work for the man who is const*

-made by an English outfit. *Gil- mediately to the east of the tower:
lette, Jehnaten. Croydon, Eng+

-Then he surveys the magnifi-
land" it reada “By. Reyal war- eent view afforded hlm by Iaa ele-

tinuing. the family: tradition of ‘-
keeping the bell ringing on tlme in.
the Steuffwlle Claek Tewer
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