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Bieple syrup, with all of 1ts
trer.lmeea.l flavor and goodness,
- is now being harvested and pro- .
- cessed wherever these symbo- -
“lic trees_are found. grewmg
eereee the county.-= i
7 And while the: pepulenty of
thlsengmel pancake topping in-
“ereases;-the"critter probably --
~most. respensmle for.this patu-.
.‘ral’delicacy flits ﬂﬂﬂfhﬂianﬂj’
. around, apparently unimpress-
ed w:th all the activity taking
p!eee in its preferred woodlot.:

ple sap we are not entirely cer-

§i tain. However, you can bé

- assured that the actions of the
yellow-bellied eepeueker had a
iet to do with it. '

Its habit of ‘chiselling little
wells in tree trunks to collect the
ﬂewmg sap must have attracted -
man’s ettentlen even in the ear-
liest of times. .

‘And if its preeenee et these
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BY ART Bﬂl{;ﬁs-JI_mE eweeta-gemmed trees was net

‘noticed, then the results of its

dnlheg ‘most: eertemly were:
Maple trees; for example, have

- been found with the trunks'and ™
-surrounding greund saturated
" by this fresh-flowing hqu.ld alla -
result of the eepeueker s tap-
I-'l' E- :.l-fu.--..__.

Aitheugh it weuld appear -
eueh sap-letting ‘might damage -
‘the tree-permanently, most.

seem ehle to etep the ﬂew and
Csurvive st T

~The yellew—belhed sepsueker
eur common species, picks on
other varieties of trees as well
as maples. In fact any smooth
barked kind. such as apple or
cherry may become lls base ef

eperehens \
Occasionally thle eweet-

toothed carpenter:chooses an.
evergreen, whose thick gummy

‘sap gives it feed e[ a dlfferent
_variety. & -~

"No matter what tree t}fpe is
eheeen however, the preeee-
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-' dure 15 alweys the “e'ame. The ‘ers weuld heve‘e reel prehlem 2

.....

holes around ‘the tree trunk;.-sapsucker is'spreadiout’ prett}'
then sits patiently tﬂltheeezmg . thinly.: /Then -too, later.in:the:.
syrup fills these small cavities. -'spring, hummmgh:rds welcome: -

At sueh times_these bark " thissweet treat whenearly blos-
clinging” birds. ‘may:;:be’ somsare a bit hard to'come by:’:

‘approached quite closely as .=~ Watch'for this medzum-sxzed
‘. they hang dozing on thé trunkm woodpecker in“your neighbor-'% -
the spring sunshine:>" =~ "< ‘hood during "the’next month or, | Vo

Insects such as ants ere eftee “so0.:Unlike-the: ‘similar. sized

“attracted to the fresh sap and “hairy-or the:smaller:downy.: .-
‘these too are relished by our tip- ‘woodpecker,’ ‘the sapsucker’ 55

,'J-\.

pling member of the woodpeck- - red patches are on the forehead 4 - e

"

er family. Actualy a diet of sap . and under the chin. ooy 2 -0=0
alone would be detrimental .to ~ “Andif? vou want to heveereel-

ﬂ-\.|h-

thebird, so its tapping esca-. ly close look, try tapping your , - .:

pades are utilized-as sup- keuek]eeeneneerhytree.lhte7.
plementary tune ups.." ;' - - " ‘like the ones I've seen,:it will-:

~ So well has it developed this come hopping right over to'in-. . -

ancient art, that it kriows which “vestigate this intruder whose

-individual tree in a-grove or’ -knocking around in 115 eeleeted
‘orchard, for example, provides. neighbourhood.

the best tasting: juice and to TIPS & CLIPS: Biuehlrds he-
these favorites'the eepsuel-:er gan arriving in March. ‘Mel-:e1 _
returns'each'year. - ' . sure y u clean your nest-boxes;

If these birds were as numer- out, or your bluebirds will move:
ous as eterlmge, frult tree ewn- elsewhere .
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