b

—-—

T R ————————— e N ™ W
P i
II -

,:-'1--*.-'-'-' A i SR e O e e

L |
v

i M R
el T

Stouffville; Ontario:
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B}' BLAINE mEKﬂ
3It was' the hest of tlmﬂs the

mes. "

'SNo truér Aafainent cuuld sum

up the last weekend of the season -
for the Fame International Atom
',thpcrs as they narrowly defe-
ated an outstanding squad from
Heéspeler 2-1 in the deciding game

of their best-of-five Ontario Minor -

ionship.” - . .. _
v+ The emotional rehﬂunder hegan
E‘nday night” at.the Recreation.
€entre. Bothunits had one victory -

?uckey ﬂasamatmn ‘BB’ Cham«

tucked away ‘and were looking to -

ssert themsclves and finish the
series Saturday in Hespeler. .
StDespite t‘allmg behind-3-0 on
MILE Macey’s hat trick, the
Atoms chipped away at the lead

-on a pair of goals by Geoff Smith

gnd a smgle by Phillip Pridham.

 §iEarly in the third frame, Lind-

Opposition coach |
-takes team’ 3 loss
fll in own stride

'eas:.r to cry :foul over the shc-t thaf :,rﬂu to-the threefguys thaf ‘helpedtolighi:hockey into'an Ontario BB’ Champmnshlp title.The'16 me
i(back row;:left) Mike Jones, (back i<

k row, nght) played three exciting - -

f

Qhampagne from the bitter-taste -

sey. Haylow’s powerplay marker
put-the hometown in the lead for

" the first time. But five minutes

later. a lofting wristshot by Mike
Swltzc-r found the mesh and the .

game was agam tied.

E}r BLMNE KANEKO
One goal separatcd sipping

vinegar, but Hespeler. coach
Brian:Macey didn’t find- it-too
ard to swallow. © .,

¥ Pacing the haliways of the
hitchurch-Stouffville Recrea-
on Centre alone after the 2-1 loss,
a.touch of despondency.in- hlS

‘face, Brian Maeey remained gra-: '

-?1,1

F,.l'.

mus in det‘eati

11"4

49 Hmn Street East, 2nd ﬂm_ :
ﬂﬂ-ﬂlnﬂ or 649- 3555 s

-'the series 2-1.
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thh l 59 rematrung in regula- :
tion time it was Ryan’ Burkhol-
der s opportunity to shine. i

Coming back from a groin in-
]ury,- in-under two minutes the €
Clipper captain collected the 'win—
ning goal and the insurance.:; -

It was on to Hespeler, Ieadmg
“In typical Atom
Clipper. fashion:the maroon and:

whité fell behind only one minute - gg

into the game. Geoff Smith’s slap-
shot-from the point knotted the
contest at ones but:rugged for-

ward Mike Macey pui Hespeler:; ;

up by one. - = - S P N

John' L‘.[eKmnnn and Cnulter :
. :Carcone_gave the visiting 'Clip-"
pers the’ advantage only to have
two quick goals edge-Hespeler -

hack in front by a single.”

~Stouffville.centreman R};an._ ,
- Burkholder brought the gametoa - §
.draw until 1:29 in the final stanza '}

when Mike McKenna sent the

homeside Hespeier fansin a fren- -

zy as his sn apshot tied the best-of-
five at'a pair each. -, . A

If 'momentum counts for any-
thmg, 11'. was defmltely in Hespel

~the quarter Emals agamst-,_-
Cobourg. =~ ¥

Teetering on Ehmmatmn, and_ /
down 3-1 in.games of the best-of- .. p%
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‘LeRuez hit the target to stun the
hometown boys. It wasn't until

early in the second an individual’

effort by Geoff Smith hmught the

teams equal.

Mid way thrnugh the third
penm:l Ryan Burkholder’s center-
er’s favor and they used it to their
benef:t

seven quarter final, the atoms ex- . Py

mries to take the series 4-3.

-An easy time. in the semi- final: °}
% agamst Paris put the lacal herﬂes-_. :

into the champmnshtp.- 2k

“It’s.thank you time, ”’ufferred'_-_. ;

the coach; referrmg tu ‘the: l:lll-:..-:;- .;m, .

‘ploded with three ennsecutwe v1¢~' " ER

T I N

bppear&d to-totich lhe twme ‘with me, Mike (Jones), ‘Bob (McKin= *hEl‘E'I‘HEl‘IHEE{l by-Bob McKinnon,

ive minutes‘rémaining; Mr.2
lacey dlsplayed mcred:h!e re-

" Berve.-

-
iy

E He adm:ttﬁ-d he believed his"
eam tied-the game, but dldnt
i;ault the officiating. 23

The Hespeler coach had led lus
équad of skilled shinny stars easi- -
Iy past Belle River in the semi- .
inals and on to Stouffville for the
Il-Ontario ‘BB%Championship.

'ar:h At was.a tough series.
ough. tﬂ ‘lose. Two . really gund
ockey teams pia:.red three great
ames. .

““Abreak: here 'a break there.
ade the ﬂlffEI‘E[ltE between two’
qual clubs.”.
Stﬂu{fﬂlle mach Dnn Reesar
greed. ..

“I think emutmns had a lu!; to da

'Fnth how- they<did.<It’s too bad

ere had to be.a loser, " he said.
71t came, down to one: game It -
ctually came down to, 15 minutes ;..
f hockey. The team'that could::
inl15 mmutes On anm.her day.it::

-$ould have been different.””

{ The Clipper-coach:went nn to.
ay:he beliéved’ it was at the;:
eterboro-Atom Tﬂurnament
idway through'the season when
e felt the team begin to gel.
A’ 2-1-loss to Hespeler in lhai
urnament put Stouffville in the

gonsolation round, but more im-" -

ortantly. may have turned the:r
‘deason around.
“The loss lit a flI‘E in. lhem and
ey captured .the consolation ti-
e. Their desire carried over to
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T'm alrlght now,”’ said the _

non), the kids and the parents fnr row, middie) and Don Reesor, (ba
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In ‘under 40 seconds Colin-.ing pass hit a skate and slid PﬂSl

goalténder Brian Warne. =~ -
From that point it was Clippers
hang on. Five minutes to go,-it
appeared Shawn Maltby’s back-
hander found the range, but the

- referee waved it off explaining it

had banged the crossbar and

‘bounced out. B

The call incensed lhe visitors

~from Hespelé'r_-aﬁﬂ they used the -

aggression to put incredible-
pressure on the Atom club.- "
-.Only goalie Greg Sanford’s -
acrobatics and a stellar defensive
crew kept a pressing Hespeler
team off the scoresheet. .
- In the end, Stouffville’s season
came down to the last 38 seconds.-
Two men in the penalty box and

s ":‘"F

gamﬂs agamst Hespeler in three days.
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Ahuut Eﬂﬂ fans shnwed up at the Recreatmn {.‘cntre, Sundﬂ}' aﬂer-
noon for the deciding games of the Stouffville—Hespeler best-of-five’
series. The tense game and close score kepf most of erowd on the edge
of their seats for the entire game. Not until the game ‘ending buzzer
were the fans assured of a vietory. They gave the young hockey
champs a resuundmg uvatmn fﬂl‘ a series and a season well dnne.
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E¥ Tiey are n:mberune.
2 'Clipp{rs are the best ‘BB’ Alom team in the province  teammates, their coaches, their I'ans am! lhe gpt;re

"~ and they weren't t50 shy to admit it. Brian Coughlan,
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Thr: {lnlarm ‘EE’ Atnm t1tle the
16 local boys captured Sunday at
the Recreation Centre was the -
fruit of their-labor which began in
ona warm fall night in September
and cu[mmated ona sunn}; day in

sprin g.. _
The bnys cuachmg sta{f and pa-

rents travelled.the road to glury

together, negotiating some" ver:f

8 -hazardous detours, Cobourg:in-
: 'partmular where Lhe:,r were nine
ticks on the clock away from eli-- whole team played well all series.

§ mination. " . 1. Itwasateam effort thatwon the .

Whethcr it was. thmr Iirst ﬂ[‘

S semnd title the Stouffville Atom -’
" Clippers of . 1987—88 will-not only
§. be remembered. by the maroon ¢
‘and white banner.that:will hang-
8 from the rafteérs at the: thtr:h-_
+urch-Stouffville Recreation Cen-
& ' tre, they will be remembered as a
'team that perservered through
-adversity and gave their fans and
~exciting and entertaining seven
"munths of supcrh hnekey

Brent‘“ﬂ?em “It was mugh

.-'fWe played our hardest T had no
=1 _dnuhl we, wnuld win.!

Bnamﬂﬂughlan ; “It was real

hard. We had to come back from-
.the loss: Saturday We played

ough, especially in lhc last mi-.
nute.-I'm really happy

Rug-:ﬂ;;h{ch!ann — ] thmk we
playcd very well. It was a tough
match but we pulled through: I’

‘was down (after Saturday’s Iuss}

but I got mad and came back.”.
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‘Hespéler pulling their goalterider

for the extra attacker the oppnm-' |

tion tested their rivals’ worth.
~As the crowd of about 300 fa.ns
counted down‘the last seconds,

Hespeler mounted their.last
offensive but it wasn’t enough as

the crowd cheered their approval
in honor of their Ontario cham-
plons.
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Cﬂlﬂtez}ﬂarcﬂne — “I was wor-
ried when they scored the first

‘goal in today’s game and we
didn't get one for a while. But I
knew we’d win. Our goalie (Greg
Sanfﬂrd} played really gnud 3

e A

. 'Ryan-Jefferson — “I think wé ;
played pretiy good. I had a couple

of bad games though.- Hespeler
~ was a defensive team, rough and
good, mayhe a bit r:hﬂap Sl R

‘Greg'Sanford — *'I thﬂught the

ﬂntarm Championship.” *
Snﬁnﬂ&umsﬁn*

we came bacl-; .

GeofffSmith " “We play’ed
great ﬂur goahe worked really

hard.- We knew we had a lot of .
~ pressureonus. Hespelﬂrsatﬂugh LA

team. Tma:.:r re a g{md team.’
*l}awd Mnuntmy

I'm really excited.” : g

here the applause we got after the

game? It was great. It was like.
everything came together asone. -

1 think' Fran Sainsbury (Mayor)

should invite us to her house for
supper. We’ re little so pecople

‘don’t think -we're that good, but

‘'we.were representing St_uuffwl]r.- '

'~ in the ﬂntarm finals.”
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Ghad}mcke::sﬂn — It feels
gnnd great. I feel proud to be
- Ontario ‘champions. I wanted to
‘.win'in their arena but I’ll take |

hereﬂ"_

'Ryan Burkhﬂlﬁer . “We really

- P warked hard and did it as a tenm

{ﬂn scoring. the winning goal) I

}:-was trying to pass it to Phil
8 < Pridham but it went off a skate -
-andin. Itwasngmat .-itum Gham- -

pmnshlp

8 HEﬂH{B&fSﬁI‘ ey thuught we
pla_ved good. The key was playing
-defensive. But it feels great (to be .
- Ontario. Champmns] The seasun
senms s0 short nuw G

56 ‘"l;la‘}'lnm "I'm pmud
1 ¢ passe& more and played more
defence and good offence. It was

£ “fun w:ih a lot of excitement.”

mﬁﬂﬂmﬂﬁﬁﬁi 1 1hnughl n‘.

wns nice and a great experience.

It only happens for 'most peoplc
! once in their lives.: I rcally en-

"“joyed the year.” ... L7
JayorEDEVIE —
first year I was playing as an all-
star. All my teammates; played

grr:aL The season went S0, well L
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: “The whn!e 4
team playﬂd excellent. I was used -
‘mainly in a checking role. I was -
assigned to:cover No. 14 (Mike -
Macey). When we lost yesterday I - -
" was worried: I'm a bit surpnsed ,

D : “Ifeelrcally'-', '
good. It was:one of our best
gamr.-s I can't believe we wun.-

IohEMeKinnon] — “Did. you

: ; - T think it was
Th: Fame lnlernntlnn al Alom .. can hnrdly control their ex uhtrtnm as I'.he:r give their: grcal for me because it was the -
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