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He ca‘;mextj'"

He sa shy sort of kid, well man- ;.
nered and eagerto pleese but ]ust
a little undermotivated. That’s :
why he was sent off to endure the
rigors and’ l"lglﬂ routine of St
John’s School in Claremont. . - . - | S
He took to the sehoel‘s b\, -
academic program like a duck te
~ water.-Small classes, lots of per-».
sonal treatment end no where te «

The wmmng team the one that
‘had taken control ea rly and never -
‘looked back, came elempmg
dewn the road. About 10 minutes
later, the second place team came”
into- dlstant view. And as they
trudged wearily into sight, it was
the white sweater with the faded -
pirk stripes ‘one perent net1eed
“above all the rest.

Semehew the captain had man-..
eged to inspire his. troops. The
eemebaek had: been aeeem- -

pllshed

I 'was very preud of my een
Shene in this. }*ear S snewshee
thet Saturdey in: FEbI’HHI‘}'

He didn’t Lnew “what_ hit hun
when he get his first taste of the .
institution’s outdoor-program-
that pits boys from soft urban en-.
vironments up against elements, .
as well as their own lack of teugh--
ness. The two week canoe expedi-:
tionin Northern Ontario proved {0
 be an experience in both’ endur—
ance and basic survival. .

But he grew a little, and gre-
dually learned how to hold his.
own, despite his being the:
yeungeet in a school of .55 boys,.

- some.of whom are bemg sent
there as a last ditch:effort. to-:
strelghten out lives headmg 111 all I'ﬂfe. ’
the wrong directions: . R

His quiet eteadlness led te hls Ay
being chosen as’‘one of the team : '_ '-;
captains for the annual St. John’s:

- snowshoe race,; a greulmg erdeal
-that sees the kids up.at 4: 30a.m..
on race day so they ¢an beat eut

. their 23 miles béfore sundown.

He had never beenasked tolead

. anything in his life, and thére was !
-some doubt he’d’ be up toit. After -

. all, he was just not a teke eharge
kmcl of 12-year-eld - -

The training:runs that led up to- |
. the big:day:proved inconclusive.” }
. One week, his-outfit- would be: up’s

- near-the. tep, the'next week; they:

) weuﬁd Sllp tewerﬂs the beek ef the é.

ack.... .. -

Was: he takmg,eentrel wes he

into“the reqmrements of, -
leedershlp, the subtle;’and some-. . "
times not so subtle’ prodding. |
needed to' keep his charges from: |~
. succumbing to:the aches:and °} - .
-~ pains that can sour a youngster’s™ | .-
attitude; especially-late in the |

. race when simply finishing can . f:-

beeeme the only.concern?: -, " =
Race day saw, his team heldnng :

" its own == until, mexplleably, the -
" collective : ehemletry went sour. { ~
Hisdad, so hepeful this could bea" |
pemtwe experlenee to-help-the -
-boy: come:into: his own;: ,watehed- |
~with' dlsappemtment as his'son’s’
unit pulled:into the mid-point
juice. break dead last.in"a: feurn‘-
teemreee and Seemmglywntheut“ .
- insp 1retlen.‘ 1 5 —
Hé took his son aside durmg the A
‘threée minute. breather, and:re- g
- minded him this was what all the
“hard werk had been leadmg up to,
-that leedersh:p required one selze |
' the momeént and bring out hidden ‘|
qualities in: boththe leader:him- .
self, and those he was assigned to - {
lead: ‘Give yeurself snmethmg to.
remember 20 yeers irem new he 1
told him. - 2.
“The team trundled eff and seen
dlseppeered in the"nearby hills: §:°
.The.boy’s:father watched: the;:- L “a :
' white sweater with the faded pink .
‘stripes_that'imade’it so casy.to |
ldentlfy his somamong the others; :
- trying to make sense of what was -
=apparent1y happemng as.
- ;feded into.the bush;” "~ ** :
‘Now the. whole pemt ‘of the--
meralhon on snowshoes is for the "
i boys to,fight’their own'personal-
 battles.‘And for some, those a lit-
}tle more: frail than others those
- who'have éxperienced hendleeps
| ;llke asthma or whatever, it'struly |
'a vletery ‘just to: eemplete the .
:eeurse. 'Winning the ‘race isji'in_
' many, weye ef seeendery Impert-.'-
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- ‘But for. ﬂ'llS boy; streng of hedy,’
and -high’on’ potential;i this: was

.more a'test'of his ehthty to preve :
his worth to himself and others.in §- "
| terms of taking on the responsibil- | §
ilty of :leadership.»To:place: lastk 5
*weuld represent failure for hlm. y
-<The'p erents*‘lmed up et day's

nd; strammg ‘their éyes’ as’ the
. lead teams made the turn that léd -
te the® finish' liné’in front’ nf the'
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CHILDREN’S SUMMER
- CAMP FAIR

WEDNESDAY MARCH 2 1988

-"".-'THORNHILL COMMUNITY CENTRE
. (JOH\I ST & BAYVIE‘W AVE ) ..

‘ _f "_-Parents and ciuldren are mvzted to meet dzrecters of' a varzet J
s '-_-L-.of summeJ camps te d:scuss ther.r dzﬁ'erent progmmmes. o
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