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By BRUCE STAPLEY:*
Sorry folks,:but:Ralph:Sp ade+
man is no lenger at your dlsposal
The grufi-mannered, hard-;

working former ice dehrery maa =R

has sold his business, Spademan’ S
Waste Disposal, west of Hwy. 47,
north of- the Stauﬁ'rllle Sale

Barn. 7.

But one thmg S eertam. We ha-: -

ven’t seen thelast of Ralp hS ade—
man, not by a leng shet 3
“I’'m not going to sit dewa and "
vegetate, ‘T’ve still'a few. ideas -
left,”” he states with eertamt)r
These ideas include farming 20

acres of: Christmas trees on his:

property-near-Utica; and:the -

promotion:of his pet cause, re-
cycling. He also hopes to find trme
to do a little trave]]mg Creniied

The biisiness sale in itself tells a -
great deal about what makes thls
unique individual tick. The pur--
chaser was Miller Paving, but net

because the: Markham flrm was
the highest bidder. .=~ - %

Mr. Sp ademan ‘a fleree
natlanahst ‘was. determmed the .-

r:r.:rmpamIr weuldn’t fall mte Amer— 2

ican hands. [ -,
e | regretted the Caaadtan frrm

couldn’t-come up. with the’ same: uRal" ]tIS ademan {mset) has sald hls waste dispesal
busmess to Miller Paving in Markham. The Utica- -

pany,”” he says, . ‘but I eeuldn tlet area man says he’ll new feeus eeme et‘ his spare

money as.the’ ‘American com-’

j’ .,' l:.-'__-'.

it go’American.’’ 5

Abig partof hISﬂI}I}OSItmIl te an rfduin’t de 1t 1. weuld 1 always “everyene went to war.

American takeover was the pro-=- started first and finished last.”.”
‘Ralph Spademan:has-never ress, he lost the icebox servicing

think it would be fair'to them;” he knewn anythmg other-than-hard ~business to electric refrigerators, -
said.:Spademan; who’ ‘worked ‘work.:Born in 1925,: his ‘father . but gained a new h‘-'ﬂlﬂlﬂﬂﬂ—-ﬂﬂi-
aleng51de his ‘employees:driving’ “moved the fanuly to Markham in , lecting: garbage.::’ ~  * -
the disposal frucks - until'three 1930 to start a‘market. garden op--
years ago, developed ‘a great-re- eration after he lost everything as . an old. three-quarter ton.Interna-~
spect for:the people who worked ' ~“a machinist in-the stock market tional truck. HE then bﬂgﬂﬂ hﬂlﬂg
for him.‘And he says. they eame to “erash of 729. He remembers help-
Ny :“ing his fatherin the fieldsas a kld
‘“The em leyees warked fer handhng the herse-drawn eultr-.. ers ?:he says..\I'd follow-moving

tection of his empleyeea “Ididn’t .

appreciate it. .~ i
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w1th the Searboraugh Beard af
- Education, the -Town of - East
- Gwillimbury and the York Reglea
Board of Education. -

When he sold the' busmess he
had 2,000 customers, ‘which he" .
“'serviced with as many detaehahle
rnll—eff containers and 20 trucks."

-Ralph Spademan agrees . gar-
bage has been good tohtminmore -
* ways. than one. “It’s always been:
" hard work,’’ he msrats “but Sf.lll a
“lot of fun.”. 0

He claims some ef hls preudest
pesaessrnns ‘have béen obtained .
- from other people’s waste. ‘I re-
- memberalady. wheJustwantedte
clear everything out.when her":
- family broke up,” he says.‘..f‘We

: ~+ended up’ haullng away.a truck
~load: ef lmens I’m still | usmg
ther"n‘ A g

“Yeu ean ebtam anythmg yeu
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: f:"“"i" XSRS oy We' aetually put in orders for -
f@? '~'--; - things we needed. We'obtained -
r‘:‘r" e b them eventually.”

SRR iﬁ‘ :»Ralph: Spademan heeemes se-
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rreus when the subject of reeyel-
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Ralph the:',r didn’t: werk far Fn—» .vator.:

b nd

day night,”-he’insists< 20 0

Mainy of his 34 _full—‘ume ataf <‘gan anice dr.!lu.teryr operation. He
had :been’there up:t0:20’ years “and:his dad.cut ice from: Milng’s '~
when he'sold the business in" D& yPond;Markham, and delivered it/ shovelled it off,” he laughs:: *

eemher.._‘“l always got involved,”

==

he says.-*‘I'worked along sule' erat..The business became his re-
'them They knew tltat 1f they spens_lbrhty when at age lﬁ

Are yeu drsappemted ﬂre
academic program-will net'-'
be erteaded past_ Grade 10
thrs faf!" e S A
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~-ing is raised:. ‘At the turn of .the -

eeatury, there’ll be no garbage,’;-- .
he mamtame‘ “Ne one wzll have

l”-‘i‘ 'Id:i.l_ ..-_|:

r\-_.n' """-'\- e

“time on reeyelirlg ideae, predietmg that hy the tara

ef the eeatury, there wnll be no garbage

3 ~J1m Thamas sh
- e ~.able containers. *“Mrs: Housewife

Walker then the reere ef Mar- ~has been tramed to:spend-over:
kham, gat her heel stuck in ‘oneof -
" his repair .jobs on her way out of “-aging. This has to stop.-We'verun’
..the post office: “She fired me on - eut of places to'put'garbage.”
“the- spet "> he’says withia:loud: Ralph persanally composts his -
laugh' “‘But: I.was reinstated.- trash and refuses to buy anythmg

Ralph:went out and purehased ‘Mind you; some of those pot heles in‘a‘can. “We received an'electric -
I filled are still holding up.”. ... can-opener for: Christmas,” he .
.‘By-the time 1965 rolled araund ~says, “‘it’s never been used.”’ .

up patrons..: i : Ralph Spademan could brag’ an:: .:Ralph :says he:has ideas he’ 11
+I'd do. anythmg ta get custum-' -impressive lineup: of: eqmpment,? pramete in an effort to make re-

He IHSIStS preduets wﬂl have ta
be sold-in returnable; or reeyel- .

-With the. give and take of prag—

‘ 'r'

~including side-loading: garbage cycling- more pepular -His-own _

g 'vans;- and_ help.peoplé-move ‘in, . trucks, front-end loaders and rell-f ‘garbagé, he claims,” consists’ of .-

fer 25 cents a . week.”’ ‘moved.the operation to Stouffvil-' weeks. i i e

; traets such ‘as:the ‘oné that saw: tends to. make his mark for.years .
“As a sideline-he would repair’ him responsible. for eelleetmg all ‘to come: Whﬂe he s not at our drs— :

“to’ eustamers b herse and demo~" nue
v broken 51dewalks In this regard,  residential garhage in:town.: pesal the man’ and the eempanr
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Other contracts” were arranged “he ereated Irre on:
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he can’t farget the time Alma
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rwant from garbage,” he claims. -

“half her:grocery. money on Pﬂﬂk*" g

X r.r,aWhen fie wasdl _his’ father be- Justteget teprckup thetr garbage effe”It was: r_a*that .year:that he:".one. greue_erg,r hag-full every twe T

“¢I.threw.the: garhage ea and “le,”where he-would: line .up: con-; ol At age 62 Ralph Spademan in- -
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