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Tlle many faces uf Stouﬁ'mlle Tnhune Editor Ju:n Thumas durlng Iast. Thursday S ruast. at the Deer Park Inn The event marked 4{] rears uf sem;:e a.t th& Tnhup&

Jim ‘Scoop’ Thomas - el
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By STEVE HOUSTON
Staff Reporter  .". .

Jim ThnmaS Euuldn’t hide behind his camera or notepad last
Thursday night.- He sat helplessly while friends, Eﬂ!leagues and
family- -members roasted him. :

A crowd of about 150, made up of fnends cnlleagues
‘politicians and family mﬂmhers were invited to roast Jim
‘Scoop’ Thomas at centre stage of the Deer Park’s dinner

theatre. ;
The event; ﬂrgamzed by local husmessman Ged Stonehouse,

marked 40 years of ]uurnahsuc serwce by’ Mr Thomas in the
‘Stouffville area. -

A night of laughs, hghthearted msults and remm:scences
followed, while the veteran newsman dutifully sat in his
roasting. thmne tahmg notes, his trademark camera nearby.

What emerged in the course of the evening was a clear
picture of Mr. Thomas as seen by the people in his. community.

His colorful and varied history in covering the Stouffville area
is filled with'images of a‘job that was mostly well done.

. But there are some days he’d.rather shelve as his roasting
committee so dutifully pointed out. .

Like the time_he unwittingly mvlted the company of two

i -~ Toronto wc-rkmg girls’ while waiting-in his car to meet his son
while downtown., .
Or the year he misspelled the word éxcellence on the front
‘page of his newspaper. The occasion was a story about an-
award presented to the paper for its ﬂutstandmg typographical

qualities.
But the editor has changed since his days as a brash young

- sports reporter who uccasmnaily t'ell asleep at hls typewriter i in
the wee hours;of :1948_. s3nsamrd jiive. J2uilt Ly
- Today,:the.community;is: mﬂmtnred:hy..lhe censummatﬂ
-newspaper. editor:who. ﬂccasmnall}' falls_ .asleep, at his wurd
. processing computer. terminal.- ) o :
But, say-his colleagues, his f;re bngade murnahsm
_ phuﬂsoph}f, and his search for: the eluswe “smﬂp" have held his
i readers in good stead.: 2 . - R |
-+, Stouffville Mayor Fran Sainsbury summed. thmgs up in e SR R O A RTINS - - .
: presentmg Mr. Thumas with an antique scoop: . B dant i SRR
“I'd like to prﬁsent this rare antique, from an anthue {0 an
antique,” the mayor offered.
Tribune co-worker Bruce Stapley, after claiming Mr. Thﬂmas
"~ attended the same ]uurnailsm school as:Buffalo television news
anchor.Irv Weinstein, also capsulized his image of the editor.
“What can you say about a small town newspaper editor who -
" looks hke he just walked ﬂut of a Norman R{J{:kwell print?" he Smgerfmusmlan Bob. Dawes cumlmsed a song in JII‘II Thomas’
-asked. : hunﬂr and sang in al the rnasl Iast week Th{* lungtlme nenspapr:-r
' Stnuffw!le Councillor Wilf Murley, the. ﬂnlyr !{:-Eal politician : o i
never to have been misquoted by Mr. Thomas, offered a simple,
] ygttaccurate account u[ the role of a sma]l tt}wn newspaper
| editor. - e
"7+ Stouffville, says Mr. Morley, is a plaee “where ever:,rune " R
~ knows what everyone else is doing, hut they. read the paper to - PR
4 _see who got caught.at it.”" - : - -
.~ He concluded. his tribute by prcsentmg Mr. Thnmas with a
* ‘'microwave cookbook and apron. The quick-cooking oven, says: - SRR <o NN NN % X o N N N EA
-.Mr. Morley, will save the'editor time for professional pursuits. = : SESEERERESIESE 5. 7000\ WG \ i- SOl 1 87\ d 157 T SN QO v L P
f*’ A musical intermission and song by Bob-Davies about the - ¥ B T e TN T e S byt T PR
: gdltﬂr provided roasters with a cham:e to regrnup and prepare :

% the second wave of humor. " . o
v Former cnlleague Don Atanasoff fﬂrwar{ied tldhxts about: the + N R i oo ) g, L 1 _
f"’Jlm Thomas of'yesteryear. : _ ,', ! SRR TR . il T 8T £ SRR R D)
:In those days, when Mr. Thomas wasn’t referrmg to - . . [ AN A B e BRI e —

Unmnwlie s busy new library as a “‘bush’ library; he was . ' ..
defendmg himself from verbal onslaughts:aimed at h:m from ° "§
A Iniand Publishing Ltd. President Douglas Bassett. 1
- But.it-was Stouffville Reverend Herb Gale who snlved the
nddle regardmg the editor: Just how, everyﬂne wanted: m know,
dld he cover: everymmg that happened -8
The :mswers lies in an obscure 1929 I:m'th notice where a Mrs. Ko £113 TN L) B 7
Thumas gave.birth to quadruplets; said Rev. Gale. - - R W - e O (L T
Therefnre hr,- eunﬂluded there is not one Jim Thomas, hut S DT, 1175 " R < o -

fnur. e | :
-4 Other rnasters m-:Iudmg Markham hlstnnan Jnhn Lunau Mr.

# Thomas'’ hrnther Don, competing Stouffville Sun Editor Ji im prien
hgasnn and’ Stmtr[w]le Tribune Publisher Bruce ﬂnnan rer:alle:i _’ P PO ﬂ:&#t_}ma L,
I't.- . -.:,._._1-1 g
t el ‘e mories of an tniring My, Thomas, . Fﬁﬁiil}"memh rsin allﬂndance at the rnastmcluded (from ihe]nft} Jim

xRecollections u[ lhe lm:al newsman as a youn hﬁckﬂ la er :
'_.‘-wnh a knack for m]urmg his teammates, u}:‘ as g pﬂ!ttﬂ};gung 3 and Jean Thnmns, Mrs. Susie Pasme, Neil Thumas, Run and Sus1n

., . reporter w1th a passmn for news, lestlfu:d T.D his regard in thr:

'cummumty gl
.*-.~His hard- nnse apprﬂach have made for some interesting e
; ';'_'mtmductmns to an irate customer or two, noted Mr. Annan.

/] . And the pubhsher has learned, as gencrai manager of two .
W B gmwmg nawspaper dw:simts ta steer elear of h*.[r Thnmas
- But h{} did tell-it like it is. - -

% :-;-.=. ”He S reatl:f ber.-n an inspiration to many ynung :
22 journalists...he’s also inspired-a number of young Jnurnaltsts la
~Jirz.ﬂu'm Jn_:mrnallsm "' Mr. Annan noted. .. - 1
- However, any. mﬂntmn nf the wnrd rr:hrement 15 ta hou wuh ; E -
Scunp, he added e T S ;

L

_' '] asked h:m once what he thought éahu:;ut reurement and he
:‘Sﬂld I cﬂuld qmt anyume I wanted,” he reenlled .

Further words of cungralulntluns from York- Durham MPP
}?-:lllll Baglﬂg;::r ang York R?gLnngl Chairman’ EIdrec{lemg N i
ollowed before the man of the hour rose, lunslan ing ﬂvatmn I _'
and tned fech]:.r to defund himself. - e e e ; ﬁfEEﬂUHLES

T And. lhe man “who once f.-rusaded to preserve his mwn s name, . . i EHVE ﬂﬂRE

the man who once donned a pair of pants backwards in his - - . | -
haste to get the datalls nf a ragmg hre humhl_v ﬂr[ered hls pridn e - TJF?E FOR -

i 3

- ¥ _||. lhanks -_ 1' .:.I':'\- :*{.:-- b s i F Y ; 1 35Tt ; i -_ T Pl I. a .

| Pty RoEnel - -LOVING -

e ‘l've never lmkr:d upan it as heing wurk hc sald in cIusmg‘ 2 | - T
“It‘s AN ENJOYMENL /5 2 [ i s P T T P - ~

. 2 Presentatmnﬁ -Iﬁclu_ﬂcd a framed carm-nn hy Pat WHEEIE!" and
. ; a weekend trip for.two. Prm:eeds frum lhe evenmg wlll bc given
¢ ih.-toa g[:_qm}f af hls chomc.ﬂ.ﬂ SRR A e i by

: ;_‘,';.-r“{-r : 1:!_ "'. R P :

s Famtlr membcrs prestmt inr*ludcd wn‘e Jean sons Bamr and ",
“Neil, daughters Susan and Cathy as well his mnihc-r—m law Susie -

ﬁ Pascﬂe and son-in-law Ron McMullen. Besides brother Don and
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ed:tur was hunurﬂd for hls serwce tu 111:: cummumly and received
his share of gﬂml natu:'ed r:hhmg i‘rum I'nemls ami famuly
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“his wife Doris, others present were brother Bob and wife Edna Z.Whitch urch-SlnuITﬂlIe Councillor Wilf Morley also took somé shi nls\, 5 * Don Thomas entertaincd the audi :ence wIth humorous slurir.:s abont 1
and sistm- Betty, _Tapscntt -and her hushand Nnrman uf Epsum. al ..Hm then pﬂ:senteﬂ him wilh an -‘inrﬂﬂ =m! a micrﬂwm’# ¢0ﬂk- k Jim Tlmmas' hmkﬂ" gstapades. SLuIER Sjuerd '.wuemn phnlus ;
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