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By KEVIN HANN

A Mles:eaauga man- has’ heen.

convicted on six charges stem-.
ming from a fatal Pickering crash -
which claimed the lives:of four .
Markham area realdents last
Jannary

Richard. Jehn MeMerty, 29 ef
Sheridan Park, pleaded guilty to -
four counts of dangereua driving .
causing:death and one count of -:
dangerous drnrmg eausmg heddy
harm. . -

. He has alae been found gullty ef

failing.to provide: police: with a-

breath sample to deternnne the

amount of alcohol in his blood.~

. Recounting preliminary hear-*
ing testimony, Crown attorney Ed-

Bradley told Whitby District”

Court this past Wednesday the

transport cab Mr. MeMerty was

drwzng, a'1984 Mack, ran two stop -

signs-.before alammlng into the .
side of 21984 Toyota mini-van car-
rying {ive people. The second stop
sign, at Brock Rd. and Finch-Ave.
where the eelhalen eeeurred was
an oversized one. e

. Killed in the crash were driver
Thomas Henry Gerrard, 42,

daughter Sheri Lynn, 15, Renata
Maria Grunert, 40, and daughter
Rena; 16.J ndyr Gerrard wife of- -
the drlver spent eight days inhos- .
pital with' Tib i injuries and burns.

Mr. MeMerty escaped with a
Inlner cut to his hand. - '

- Mr. BI‘Hd]E}' said John and Dar-
lene Walton were headed to Ajax
the night of the accident, travell-
ing east on Finch Ave., when they
saw a white Mack transport roil
past a stop sign at Reaefleld Rd.
and Finch Ave.

+ The truck entered the west-

beund lane and travelled east for
apprexlmately 250 metres, before
pu]hng to the:south soft shoulder
near Valley:-Farm Rd. The Wal-
tens did not witness the accident.
. The two teenagers killed in the
crash were members of the Mar--
kham Aquatle Club, participating .
in a'swim meet at Plekerlng Re-
creation Complex that day. All
five.occupants were returning
home when the aeeldent eeeurred
around 9:45 p.m.. .-

‘““As.the van.came te the in-
tersection (of Brock Rd.:and
Finch Ave:)it became evident the
truck was not gemg to step,” said
Mr. Bradley.

The. truck: slammed 1nte the -
driver’ 's.side, and both vehicles
ended up: _at_the northeast corner.

-----

.It

Have veu seen elght remdeer and a alelgh wandermg areund

: here?" .

- L . [ -
P L R pih

ef the 1ntereeet1en the trueh Iand—
ed in a ditch.’ :

“The van was hterally “rlpped
epen“"by the truck, which sus-
~tained heavy darnage sa1d Mr.
Bradlesr ces

Durham Reglenal Pehee eenat—

-able Jamle Grant arrived at the

aeeldent scene at.9:52 p.m. -
. “‘!There were four people spread .
arennd the van. I found Mr. Ger-

‘rard, who :was- still alive at the

tune breathing,’’ he said. “I went .
to check the other three. We had to
_1ift up the side of the van to get at
“Mrs. Grunert; enly her lega were
.visible.” - -

. After aaaletmg rescue’ epera-*'

‘tions by ambulance and. fire
_crews for eight to nine minutes,
'MF. Grant located 2 man hunched. -
‘over at the rear’of the transport:

: He confronted him, and deter-

mined he was the drwer. When .-

‘questioned about the accident,

Mr. Grant said Mr. MeMerty re-,'

plied, “‘Just leave me alone. I just
pulled two bodies out. Can’t yvou
See I'm upset?’’ :

When asked a second time, Mr
" Grant said Mr.. MeMerty re-
‘sponded, ‘“Leave me alone, don’ t
you. have any morals?”’

. Mr. Grant testified he detected
‘alcohol on'Mr. McMerty’s breath,

- and that his eyes were “shghtly

“glassy.”” He then called for a road-
‘side ALERT breathalyzer
maehme to be breught to the
scene.-

‘When the maehme arrwed Mr.
Grant said he explained its use
several times to- Mr. McMerty,
~who, when aaked to blow.into the -
maehlne enl:',r pretended te
blow.”’

After. aeveral attempta Mr
.Grant said he demenstrated the
‘machine by hlewrng himself, then -
handed the machine: to Mr.
‘McMerty again.. After. Mr.
McMerty failed to produce a sam-
ple, Mr. Grant warned him he’d
‘be arrested fer refusmg to
comply.

Mr. Grant ea1d Mr. MeMerty
answered,
living, I can’t blow like you.”” At
'10:19 p.m., Mr.,Grant arrested
Mr. Melfdert*_t.r who, when asked
whether he understeed hlS rlghts,
dld not respond.

On ihe witness stand Mr
- McMerty, married with one child,
said he smoked more than two -
packs of cigarettes a day, and had
treuhle catching breath after the
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“Look, I smoke for a

Grant denied the accusations.
Between noon and 1
day, Mr. McMerty said he had ab-

out three beers at a friend’s house .
in Scarborough. He later visiteda
co-worker’s house in Pickering,

but did not eensume any alcehel

there

person,’’ he reealled

‘I was bent over and juat,_:-
wanted to get myself tegether. It -
‘seemed like (Grant) was askmg

questions too quickly,” said Mr.

‘McMerty. ‘‘It was just push, push, ..
“push. I told him, ‘Can’t you see ..

‘what just happened here.’”? ::

- contended Mr. McMerty’s inabil:
ity to follow-through on Mr.

‘Grant’s instructions might be’
attributed somewhat to the *‘vio-

- lent impact.”” Mr. McMerty said
~his head hit the-windshield and
that he was thrown to the passen- -
ger side, breaking the atlekahlft
as he tumbled.” ;

“It was a tragic’ and hhymeallf

welent accident,’”’ said Mr.
Wright in his. summation. It
would be most unusual if (McMer-
ty) were not upset. It’s almost un-
‘thinkable any persen wenld net be
upeet g -

J udge W.E. C. Celter feund Mr

meMerty guilty for failing to pro-

vide a breath sample to pehee.
"He’s been:remanded out.of cus-
~tody, and will be sentenced on all
*.81X convictions in Whitby Distriet-
Ceurten Friday, Jan. 9, at 10a.m.
According to provisions in the

Canadlan Criminal Code, a per-

. son convicted of dangereua driv-
ing causing death faces a max--

“imum of 14 years lmpnsenment-_

en each count.

For dangerous drwmg causing

hedﬂ harm, the maximum sent-.

ence is 10 years in jail. Both con-"
- victions carry a 10-year restric-

tion from drwmg

.accident. He charged the officer
was rushing him and berating
him with abusive language. Mr. :

p.m. that

“After the crash, Mr. MeMerty-' 3

went straight to the other vehicle. .
“It was quite a mess. I went to-

‘the driver’s side and.got ent one:-
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T Unmnwlle Klwanla Club and the Salvatmn Ar:ny are tearnlng up to
help the needy:. this. Christmas. The bubbles, manned by Kiwa- ‘]
nians, will be on d:sp]ay at Markville Shopping Centreé. Shewn here. § -

Defence lawyer Doug Wrtght'f

nor and Louise Emhree. 5
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(Ieft to right) are Lt. Rick Embree Dennrs Rehhms ‘Jim Tahher-l___'_

Y SJeerd wmeveen”f

Teachers to vote
on a fmal offer

Yerk Reglen s Cathelle

teachers will vote-on the. school .-

board’s final offer, thus setting

the stage fer pesalhle atrtke ac- .

tion. - . _
" Thevoteis the next move for the _
_ Yerk unit of the Ontario English.

Teachers’ ‘Association:-(OECTA).
If teaehers reject the offer, they

are in a legal position to strike. .

board’s final offer:

‘Marshall Jarvis, premdent of

-.OECTA’S York chapter, declined

comment until he has mel wath lns |

executive.

Theteaeherasaythelrdemanda _

for more lesson preparation time
and smaller class sizes are net

“being’ met by the board. -
But in an advertisement puh~'

llahed in the Eeennm:st and Sun

-

and Steuffv:lle Trlhnne en

Wednesday, the board states that
“money'is the issue and not pnpil-

teacher. ratles and . preparatlen
fime.
- School heard eha:rman Celeste

= Pellleelene said -the board ‘has =

.made ‘‘a strong commitment to

reducing class sizes and has

- agreed to the. pdpd-teaeher ratie
Negotiations between DECTA .

.and the York Region Roman -
Catholic school board hfeke_dewn_

last month when the teachers’
- negotiating téam- rejected the

exactly.”

pressed at a liaison committee
~with each side represented. .’
I’d:like to encourage them to_

k: -_'ma}-.e their presentatlens at the -

:liaison.committee,’’ said ‘Mrs:

“Pelliccione. ‘I don’ t think every- .
~thing has to be dealt with threngh

(contract) negotiations.”:

- Mr. Jarvis said teaehera wdl# ~
‘make a formal response to the .

- board’s advertisement.on Mon-

day. The teachers have been with- -

out a eentraet since last Ang 31

M1n1mum lot: 31ze proposal

has developers

A Wlntehureh Stouffville plan—

 ning proposal that would increase
- lot sizes for suburban residential
subdivisions to a minimum of two

-acres was criticized by would-be

develepers at a puhlle rneetlngl-i

Dee 2.

At present the nununum lot
size.is 30,000 square feet or twe_
peenle per acre.

~While the new two-acre mini-
mum deelslen isn’t yet law, the

“Town has adepted it as an unefﬂ- |

elal policy.”
Mayor Fran Samabury_ in-

ferrned the Latcham Hall .audi- -
~ence that environmental .con-:..

" cerns plus’too high a. denmty

certain areae had prompted the_--_:;

move.

d

. Deeelepere hewever argued-”
"that in the case of estate residen:
| tlﬂl, a one-acre lot would be suffi- ;|
cient to accommodate a 4,000
~square foot home as well as- |
- ‘adequate landscaping. |

They argued that by expanding
‘the minimum to two acres, the
houses would not be afferdahle
and- grewth wen]d be dlaeenr—.
aged . e ;

Francis and Resalbme Ca:re

- proponents of a 12-lot estate re-
~ sidential subdivision on the north-.-
“west corner:.of Hwy. '
- Bloomington:Road, (Lincolnvil- -

47 and the

le), ela:med the envlrenment ean-

euppert smaller.lots. The:prop-

erties would be serviced by indi- .
vidual drilled wells and aeptte.

tanks.

_sheuldn’t even he eeneldered

““I.think 1e.re.elu::nnld stlek to eur‘.

,'guna 5 aa1d Ceunelller Wllf
; Merley |

Ceunelller J im §anders went a'
step further, claiming thatin light

E of well water problems at Ballan-

trae, the Llneelnwlle proposal

+.'i.'

“would be the. beneflelary ef up-.- :
dated facilities."

Mayor Sainsbury said. treuhlee :

'e;{b'erien'eed at Ballantrae were -
‘due to old :technology. New de- .
velopment, she stated, such asthe -

one proposed :for Llneelnwlle '

Because -of. eh]eetlena tewn

"planners agreed.to delay imple-
mentation of the reeelutmn nntﬂ

-fnrther revlew

-
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.She auggested that future een— -
cerns -of teachers could be- ex- .-

" “We can eRver your flyers for as little 35
'3.5¢ each - call Advertlsmg at 2%220& er
D:atnbutren at 294-8244. e
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Ecnnernnst & Sun/T r:hune*
Metroland Distribating: -*

@ ceemres LDA. .

1936 Fhrt:rs [}Elwewd
(to Nov. 1)
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" 9,964,500
248,628 ﬁt]t]
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