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By ROBERT I}ONNELLY | It"s 3 a. m., end a greup ef fme—. g i
Eeeh weekend, ‘sometimes es_ ‘tuned machines are cruising' §
meny as 150 speeteters gather to Steeles Ave. insearch of anempty Vi b :
watch their favorite musele-cars stretch of pavement to lay some . R
thunder down -Markham. roads at . rubber. Two friends are itching to - §# »
“three tunes the pested Speed find out whose car has the fastest % 2 1
hrmt - - strelght-hne acceleration. "~ . R e
s 1: 30 a.m. Sum:lesl end two - They start at the lights at McNi- Lo\ - _
Camaros are lining up side by side coll Ave. and barrel up McCowan Pl et
on a quarter-mile stretch of War- - Rd.. toward Steéles Ave. at- 90 i A bed )
2 den ‘Ave south of Me_]er Meeken- ‘mph. Pete, in his 1972 baby-blue. R SO, - R
zZie: Drnre. e * 'Dodge Duster surges ahead to a | a S S e A
There is the wail ef 200 herse— “certain vletery over his friend, . O Tareacy i i
pewer engines; and the rumble of - Jeff Catlin, in the purple Dedge ------- AT R S
‘dual‘exhausts, difficult to ignore Swmger - | il gy L LA T
¢ -—~espécially if you happen to live - .The race is over in Iess than 15 i A R e |
‘in' the farmhouse across the road; seconds. - - R O R -
There is the acrid smell of burn- Mr. Catlin and hr.s f{:llew street A e S R R Y j“
ing rubber in the air as drivers — . racers and the fans who erowd the' i T el et el iy Bk Mo
‘with one foot on the brake and the shoulders of the road do share, R A ; AOCHE 2T 0 L el
:gas-pedal pressed f1rmly to the however, a common interest with TN T g5l 2
-metal'— warmup the tires to im- - many members of the Yerk Re—-._ : ARECs] EENE
prove: traction’ end eeeeleretlen_ glenel Police. _. N g W
__out of the ‘hole’. . : ' They:can be eeunted emengst 3
-~ "And ‘there is the- steelthy the more than 2,000 signatories of - e
. :approach-of two York Reglenel -a:petition in fever of .eliminating - - &8 e
- . Police squad.cars. | . streetracing eltegether by huﬂd- N '
:-* ‘Before the smoke has a ehenee " ing a bona-fide drag strip in Mer-. * RN
% .to ‘clear, the crowd has already khem s industrial area. - - -' L Y
scattered ‘The police :make_ no - ;One of .York Region’s fmest R g K -
ettempt to: apprehend the felons. 5. whe requested anonymity; steted - PSS :
“The‘road warriors re-group at. “that more than 90 per.cent of- the'—f . . b
Maehe s.Burgers on Victoria  ‘officers would support a local. & e Y
Perk Ave., south of Steeles, to de-" drag strip *“...just for the fact that . 2
erde -upon en alternative leeetlen - you get them off the street.”. - [ - Y .
—_ sueh as’ ldth Ave., McCowan ' Law enforcement preeedures"j . SR
. »Rd.;7or evén Hwy 404 — to.settle such as speeding tlekets are in-- RKEY i
elelms as. to whe has the fastest ~ effective, he says, and are useless . [EPSICSITRRETINEIEN bt b2 SRR - 5 (N R
sear. it 40 - ‘as deterents since the racing hes E e N 72
; ] “Wherever the eeps eren’t ‘continued unabated for years. " g ; % 2
-4 i ‘that’s”where we go'(to race), ’ “Also, a charge of reemg, wh:eh ' :
& says- Merkhem resrdent Jeff mvelves a loss of six points and a ' i ﬁ S
. (R Cetlm iy ' hefty fine, is difficult to preve in & ‘?:ff,-;_,
N A eelleeter [er a Seerbereugh ‘the courts, he adds.. - - 20
il - 'EI‘E{]It ‘company by day, he hangs . - ‘‘The" reemg perephernellef;‘-' e ;s
l . .up his’suit and tie and dons a pair - alone is not enough to substanti-. - Fa :
1. ef]eens a T-shirt, ende]et-bleek ~ate the charge,” he explains. ;
. -satin:jacket at mght R s “Yeu almost need a confession.” S 3
- 18 “If you meet me durmg theday ' - Just ask Mike if the legal sys- -
~ and then you turn around and tem hes curtailed h:s spcedy B
L ' meet me at mglr;lt yeudmlght net SWAYS.E T s o g ey
$ - .recognize me,” he sai P '
| Hisimachine is ‘a dark purple - Speedmg tlekets, end o up- ;
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. 1970 Dedge Swmger with mag
WhEElE“I‘EH}" rims, dual hood

.Scoops, a’'dual esheust and a.

‘bored out 340 cubic inch six-
cylinder pewerplent sopping up
- $8,500 of his hard earned bucks for
I‘EDHII’S to the engine end trens

~blue to elude police, but “it hesn’t

eemmg trial for having illegally
wide tires may have the 19-year-

old worried enough to change the
~color of- his nitrous-oxide brea-

' Thesound of peace

‘thing Vega from orange to royal

slowed him down none’’,

C Ip-_ r' &' _|. . E- v
oo il o i Ra b L

T ok

LI
I__..-rq

] -'1'

ERED X 24
ARy, T

x

i Z’E}#+-="r
A

e G T

. .-.I_.i;.‘..-h
T

iy eyt .
b 1 LR

5 R "
T gk

' P L PR |

* ] = -.-—- ..ll )

! The, apprentice mechanic can ! i i
| mgssmn =Gllde tﬂg quarter-mile in under Orchard Perl-: Pubhe Seheel students in Stouffville fer peace. Asl:ght hitch develeped end the mechan-_ RN )
3 ““Ihad the car about lWﬂ deys 13 seconds (closer to 12 if he hits took part in the International Day of Peace rally at - ism in the bell tower didn’t work at the appointed j
] . +and then I'blew the engine and the: the trlgger end fires up the “nitr- the town’s.bell tower. Visible from. left; Steven time (Tuesday noon), so the students rang theirown - - - -

§ - tranny; so I completely F*}P}I!IF U’ren, 10, Philip Pridham, 10, Darrin Zeller, 11 and bells ell the more wgereusly s d

f lt---lt SUL‘S PI‘EH}' good now. "= Cont’d on page 3 - Lisa Wlsmewskl 10 peeled the bells and sang a song B e R S]eerd Wltteveen b j .
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