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Una Skleryk pushed her daughter Karen past reporters’ and into the:r :
Raymervllle home Weduesday ai‘ter the leuyear-e]d girl was found by -

an aunt in Nerth ‘York.
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By ROBEB.T DONNELLY
While most of us slept safe aad

“-sound in our homes during Tues-

day’s violent thunderstorm, 14-
8 year-old Karen Skleryk says she

} - spent the night alone outside York

Mills subway station in a tele-

_phone booth.

_At 3330 p.m.. with the sun still

<'shining, Karen went to the park
%] -adjacent to'her Markham home
..on Beck Drive. She told her sister

Emrly, 15, that she weuld he back
m time fer dinner. - - |
~Karen did not return.
-Lightly clad in only plald sherts

“Karen was 1ll-prepared for the
cool weather that evening. She

‘carried with her about $4 in pock-."

--et money ‘and ‘some: Markham'

Transﬂ bus tickets. - . - -
For almost two heara the'

Skleryk family leaked fer her but-

‘came up empty.’

The’ Skler Kk’s eantaeted her

- friends;’ dreve .around the neigh- .

barheed and - vlalted the corner’
‘mall hoping-to: flnd their seft-
spaken daughter. Gt SR ‘-:-'.
“They'didn’t e A ) R
- Worried ‘for her aafety, espe-

| £ elally in'the wake of recent child.

“-abductions; they decided to- eeu---

tact York: Regmaal Police. . i
=From 7:30 p.m. Tuesday. uatll
she was found the following day at -
“4:20' p.m., York: Regional :Police.
and OPP-mobilized an exhauatwe

. search for the missing. child.

Police employed two helicop-.

N ters — one donated by an area re-

— Reb Dannelly ;

J og ehmmatmn at
Warden is a,pproved

Expreprlatleu measures were
appreved by Regional ‘Council

Thursday. for Markam to secure
land needed to realign 16th Ave.

on both sides of Warden Ave.

“The expreprlatlan is needed as
art of the Town’s project to
w1den Warden Ave. from south of
Hwy.7toa half-kllemetre narth ef

Ml Ave e T
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Slte preparauen fer next year s
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werk has been engamg m the area '

thls year.
- Regional Ceunelller Ron Moran

said 16th Ave. on the .west side of |

Warden Ave. will be routed north
to meet 16th Ave. on the east side,

thereby eliminating the jog.

. .~We need those properties-and

-have negotiations gamg on now to
’'said ‘Mr: -

acquire the land,
Moran in an mterwew “We hope

to atart m the sprmg (next year -
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¥ sident — frogmen, and three
teams of tracking dogs to criss-
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ereaa the park,.a nearby tnbut-
ary, and the playground area un-
successfully for clues that mlght
reveal her whereabouts. -~

~ A large group of relunteere
~made up of family, friends and-
concerned citizens went from
‘house to house in the Raymervﬂle
area asking questions and inquir-’
-ing into any possible leads that

might help find her. :
‘1 can’t see her walkmg areand

and going somewhere straage

said -Karen’s cousin Teresa-
- Skleryk, ¢...it’s a new-area, and_

-she’s not an adventurous g1r1 ?.
and anavy blue and white T-shirt, -

- The Skleryk’s had just meved
“into the area m Aprll from Sear-
-borough.. |

- “She ataya very close to heme, Y
she said, fearing the worst aad
eeaeludmg that the freckled little

“girl was probably abducted by a-
stranger. w_hlle walkmg threugh

the park.

Ten mlnutes befere a massive
valunteer manhunt was to start
~the mobile police command post .
- setup next to Ramer Wood Public

~_Selflu::u::rl -received a phane eall

Karen been found. . 4

The Grade 8 St. Matthew Cathe*
lle School student had been disco-.
vered by her aunt Elsie Zander
- wandering aimlessly inthe Yonge
St.-Wilson Ave. area. of North-.
York. &

Karen told her parents that ahe

had spent much of the 24 hours she

was missing riding the aubway
system.

When asked hy repartera eut-
side her home where she was that
night, she nervously rephied, ““Ina

Anxious family. members feared the: werat hefare
Karen Skleryk ‘was found in North York. Here, her-

nelly.
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pheae 'beeth fe addmg that it was .

. “great” to be home. -

Although her: meiher Uaa:
‘Skleryk was too upset to seeak to
the media, her father, Harry

Skleryk — a pipefitter.at CP Rail

— explained the sketchy details

surrounding his daughter S dls-
appearance. e

"Apparently, Kareu whlle wall-:- -
"ing. through the park became

frlghtened by a atranger Believ<
- ing- that:she was being . puraued

- she boarded a bus; eventually en-

dmg up on‘the subway 3

“York Regional Police ataff in-
speeter George Kydd down played ¥
‘the significance of the atrauger in

- the -park.scenario; eemmentmg
that ‘““thereis eertamh,F nothing at

this' time:to suggest there: has'
‘been any foul play or anythmg un- :
serupulaua involved.?” 7, 3
In a telephone mtervlew, Emﬂy,. e
demed that her:younger sister; ©
aimply ran away from: heme, by

‘pointing - out ‘that there ‘were ue

family- arguments. prior to: her
*m}’sterleus dlﬂﬂppearanee. IS

: .

“"Shé"deseribed her: relatlenshlp o |
with her. wayward sibling.as .

“elose’’; and yet could net explain;

why when Karen realized that she;

~was lost'she didn’t call home f rom:

L™

the” pheue haath where she was

aleepmg

"“There’ was’ thle stranger whe g
‘Was ‘bothering her and I guess she |

Just pameked > Em:lyr ea:d

.'!:l
.1
.\‘-

Them son, Calleea Skler k, Paul Skler kand Blll;
Skleryk talk w:th Weekender reperter Rob Don-
| . R Bill Laumng,

i

~ “Upon bemg réunited arlth hls gl
-daughter, a:weary father smiled -
‘and:said, “It’s just a real happ:,r‘, e
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warrled f‘ather Harr}r (left) and other re!atwes lrene 4
| DTSR ST R ReEd | :We can dehrer your flyers I’ar as l:uIe as B
1 t b, ik SR S .3.5¢ each - call Advemsmgat 2942200 or . §

“Distribution at 2H-8244.
1986 Flyers Dtlwtred
: tlaluhr N
Jeee Fernandes dlstrlet preal- - , Em'ramet&.‘.unfl’nhm
den_t of the Ontario Public School Metroland Distributing: - © "
_Teachers’ Federation in York Re- - - -
gion, has been re-elected to the:-
provincial executive of the -
. OPSTF , '
MthereaadFs has been in the = o
-"teae ing profession for nine i pumlieie o
years. He received his teacher 1k F - FLYERS WITH WERKENDER : '
training at the University ei‘-. L RO A b S e gl e
-.-Terante. ' R " Y |

. He holds a baeheler of arts de-
gree from the University of
Toronto, a bachelor of education
degreef rom York University, and

--is presently pursumg his masters -
tlme bas:s. ) '
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. Super X Dru, T
Hehner Music Educahen Cenlre
: . (Milliken Only).- | :
. lron Works (sclected arcas) | -

Fon
-

>,
u




