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Markhamite off |
to Zaire, Africa |
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By PAULA CROWELL
Staff Reporter

}ﬂquham‘s Tony Vetterison a
mission. 2

A mission which will teach him
about other cultures and lan-
guages and will immerse him in
two community atmospheres
with which he is unfamiliar.

Tony, 19, has been chosen as a
participant of Canada World
Youth, an exchange program
which combines a cross-section of
Canadian youth with counter-
parts from a developing nation.
The goal is to broaden horizons by
living and working together in
Canada.and in the exchange
counfry. = - |

‘Tony will spend Christmas in -
dians send-in their applications.

Zaire, Africa. He begins his ex-
change in Quebec in early
September where participants
from both nations meet. Tony will
be paired with someone from

Zaire and will remain with his

partner for the duration of the ex-
change. . .- - - s

_After about 3% months in
Quebec, the group will move on to
Zaire. The volunteers will find

work in community service, agri-
culture or small business, but no-

thing is definite and circumst-
ances can change. That’s why one
of the qualities participants must
possess is flexibility. i o
‘We might have to find some-
thing to do on our own,” he said.
“They have a plan, but nothing is
Exﬂﬂt._” : . :
Zaire used to be known as the

priorities. I hope to pick up a diffe-
rent point of view on life.”

Tony expects to do several pre-
sentations at his alma mater
when he returns from Zaire

March 31. He and John Robert-

son, another Markham resident

who is on an exchange to India,

will co-ordinate a slide presenta-
tion to show at the Markham Com-
munity Library and schools.

His is one of the first formal ex-
changes with Zaire which has
only recently settled down after
years of violent revolution. And
despite the fact that he would

have preferred to go to India, he’s.
happy to have been accepted to go

to Zaire. - ;
Each year many young Cana-

The first draft is done by random
selection. From there organizers

of Canada World Youth conduct

interviews and group tests to de-
terminé who will be chosen.
“When they told me. I was

chosen from the random selection

it was like winning the lottery,”

“he said. - . _ |
- The program is designed so that -
participants don’t see their fami-

ly or friends for the seven months

they are away, but Tony ex- .
plained he’ll be breaking that rule_

in November. S
He was chosen valedictorian of

his graduating class and will re-
turn to Markham for commence-
ment exercises.

When he returns home for good,

he hopes to have a better idea of
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ONLY 20 MINUTES FROM - |

MARKHAM

Belgian Congo, but gained its in- what he wants to learn and a
dependence in 1960. The country broader perspective that comes
Is just north of the equator and from experience.

consists of tropical rain forest and

grasslands. The average temper- §8

ature 1s 80 degrees Fahrenheit. AT RN ALV b L e g O
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School graduate turned down :
acceptances at several universi-

ties to participate in this non- OUtdoor I Oller Skaﬁng .On
have a different point of view of . _ A % ; N- RSN SRR _
and Tony hopes to have the oppor-
gives him a chance to travel. Pony I ideS & Donkey
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» STOUFFVILLE MAGIC FESTIVAL 1986 « SEPTEMBER 17-20 » FEATURE ATTRACTION: DINNER

THEATRE OF MAGIC AND MUSIC AT THE DEER PARK INN « CHILDREN'S MAGIC SHOWS e _ _ i
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