' i',
.

o 1

. "

C onserva,tlon ‘
a.uthorlty gets
new name

Forthe third time in its 35 years
of operation, thé South Lake Sim-
coe Conservation Authority has
altered its name.

An order of Council dated July
9, 1986, approved the ﬂfhmal
change to Lake Simcoe Regmn
Conservation Authority.
Established in 1951, it was ungl-
nally known as the Upper Holland
Valley Conservation Au lhnnty' In
1960, the Authority’s area of j juris-
‘diction was enlarged and it was
renamed the Holland Valley Con-
servation Authority.

It expanded again in 1970 and
was renamed the South Lake Sim-
coe Conservation Authority.
More growth occurred.in 1974
and 1978 but the name remained -
the same.
This most recent: change was
adopted to reflect the Authority’s
coverage area. Approximately
two-thirds of Lake Simcoe and
2,612 square kilometres of land
that drains into the lake are-
served by the Authurlty '

Watercol or
exhibition

A shuwmg of recent watercnlﬂr -
pamtmgs by Stouffville artist
James Bessey begins at Latcham
Gallery on Thursday, Sept. 11.
Mr. Bessey will be present for
the 8 p.m. opening and he’ll also
be on hand Sept. 13, 20 and 27 from
1 to 4 p.m. The exhlbltmn con-
tinues until Oct. 2.
Latcham Gallery is lncatcd at
65 Main Street West, Stouffville.
Regular hours are Sunday, noon -
to 4 p.m.; Tuesday to Friday, 9
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By PAULA CROWELL
.+ Staff Reporter -
He works in one of the least re-

spected professions in the coun-

try. Markham’s Rod McLeod is a

government bureaucrat. - _
Since taking on the post of DE—

puty Ministerof the Environment

for the province of Ontario, the °

married father of three children

spends more of his time sitting
behind a desk or in meetmgs but

he wasn’t always an office man.
During the carly '70s Mr.

McLeod was Chief Prosccutor for
the Province of Ontario. He

headed up the Crown’s casein the
longest running criminal jury
trial in Canada. The Hamilton
Harbour dredging case began

with charges against a harbor-
commissioner of defrauding the._

public.

The commissioner and another

individual were accused of taking
bribes from a dredging company.
Further evidence in court re-

vealed that all the major marine’
,cnnstructmn companies were in-
volved in rigging bids on con-
! tracts for marine construction

work over a period of several
years.-
~ In all, eight cnmpames and 12

_mdwlduals were charged with

offences involving fraud in

.Ontario and Quebec.

““It was thefirst case in Canada

where the chairman of the board

and company president were

charged with such offences,’” Mr.

McLeod recalled.
Although the case began in

1973, appeals were still bemg

heard until 1980.

White collar crime

For almost 12 years Mr.
McLeod spent most of his time in

‘eourt specializing in the prosecu-

tion of white collar CI:'IITIE and

fraud cases. ;
In 1982 he was asked Lo lransfer

from-the attorney general’s to the

solicitor general’s office. His re-
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.ocal man in n high

spanslbllltles as Deputy SOIIEIH}I‘ .

" General were law enfurcement

and public safety.
- He remained there unt:l after

- the fall of the Big Blue Machine.
.- Following the Liberal party

takeover in May, 1985, Mr.

- McLeod was appointed by Pre-

mier David Peterson to Deputy

“Minister of the Environment.

The tall, strapping man said as
deputy he works closely with the
Minister, James Bradley, but is
responsible to the Premter who
appointed him.

He and Mr. Petersan were
classmates in law school.- When

‘the new Premier had his first
meetings with his deputies, Mr.
McLeod’s was one of only a few
familiar faces. -

His modesty shone through
when asked why ‘he was .
appointed to such a hlgh profile
ministry. =

“I guess the reason he asked

me to go there was a reflection of

the fact that not only are there a
number. of new legal enforce-
ments in Enwrunmental protec-
tion but also ongoing negotiations
with the United States and indi-
vidual companies,” he said. _ -

Law specialist
But while he's well versed on
law, he came into the ministry
green on environmeént matters.

Learning the basics about acid
rain and other pollutants has

“occupied many of his reading
- ‘hours. But the focus of his job is

on legal matters.

“It’s not the same kind of legal
work I was doing before, but it's
‘not .unlike what some lawyers
do,” he explained. |

Much of his time is spent deal-
ing with firms which may be pol-
luting the environment. He meets
with thmr key players and tries to
persuade them to make any

- changes necessary which would

reduce poilution levels.
The technical end of the minis-
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tryisleftinthe handsof scientists

. who have that _mastery. .
- ““This place is full of PhI}s and .
they were really impressed with

my 1960 Grade 13 chemlstry." ha

“laughed. |
- He's cunﬁdent in their sk:lls
‘and would never second guess

them, he said. Besides, he¢ has
other things to do with his time.

- During the busy months, while

the legislature is in session, he
estimates his work week as be-
tween 60 and 80 hours a week

Proper balance

. The Weekendér asked Mr.
‘McLeod about a reported rift be-
~tween him and the Environment

~ Minister. The new minister has =

- taken a gung-ho approach to en-

vironmental protection which
ministry staff may not be accus-

- tomed to.

“We can have a str:}ng, effec-

‘tive environmental protection

program without erippling indus-
try. The question is striking the

 proper halance s was h;s re-
“'sponse.
- Y'We tell them (mdustry) what |

we think should be done and ask

“how' they think that can best be_'_ i
- achieved,” he explained. .

- The deputy’s position is that

everyone should have input into
pollution regulations,. including
- publie interest -groups, .some of
~which he said have cnn51derable

expertise.

Mr. McLeod has a philosophy
about his job, which he says com- -

es with the territory.

“I Reep myseif (organized) so I
could leave in a month (if he had
to). There’s always a risk of hemg

- placed In a position where you're

asked to r:ﬂmpmmlse your puhhc

-service.”
He said he has had close calls .

but that politicians know he won t
cnmpmmlse his position. -
“If you're known to operate

lhal way it gwes yﬂu a degree of
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ROD MCLEOD
Deputy Minister

mdependence from the pﬂhtmal_- _
 process,’”” he explained adding -
that he’s never been asked to act :
in a way which he thinks would be
against the public interest. -

Frustrated athlete

ﬁny time left over for the man

" "who describes himself as a *“frus- h

-~ trated middle-aged athlete” is

“in the winter and golf and tennis
~in’the summer. While his new
- - officeis in midtown Toronto, he is
a founding member of the Friday -
Afternoon Train Society (FATS)
for Markham businessmen who
‘commute to Union Station by

train. &

Mr. McLe;ﬁd'is a- trustee and |
member of the executive of the
Markham Stouffville Hospital
Board and sits on the I)I}Ell‘d of
directors of Big Brnthers of
Toronto. :

He is also co- authar nf a reg-
ularly updated legal te:-:tbuuk
_.usecl b:,.r law firms and schnuls

BRING IN THIS AD

NOT ON SALE

:I , . w G -

_spent playing hockey and squash |

STRAIGHT LEG JEANS

999

STRAIGHT LEG JEANS

PANTS

SLIM FIT - REGULAR - HUSKY -
. NOT ALL SIZES & COLOURS

99

9 B SIzES
77018

RUNNINGSHOES

BOYS & GIRLS
ASSORTED STYLES

“}

"~ LADIES TO TOPS ' f" ORK UNIFO

A rea" ABOVE SPECIALS AVAILABLE ONLY
AT HWY. 7 & WOODBINE STORE

JEANS -

CANADIAN -I-M.DE

SIZES
6 & 6)(
ONI.Y

MEN'S
SPORT OR TUBE SOX

CANADIAN MADE -
COTTON BLEND "~
WHITE OR COLOUR - .

'T.

3 PR
PACK

POR_ SWEAR SHOP

=

Pm:es Effective "I" | CIasing 6 P.M. Aug. 30/36

| sizes
§ 2870 38

STONE WASH - BLEACHED -

BLACK - GREY

4” |

SPORT SOX

CANADIAN MADE
COTTON BLEND

BOYS
GIRLS
YOUTHS
LADIES

SPORYSWEAR

-
5 ‘.'inukj
(=]
g, [
R
I NO. T HIGHWAY

wu-unalus & 27 HWY,
HEXT TO KNOB MILL
4T1-7100 '




