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. I knew I was in treuh!e es soon -
-as.I'approached ‘the ramp. Only; o
“my-macho pride and an alcohol--
induced sense of bravado kept me -
from jamming on the brakes and -
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needed

re esal by the Umenvﬂle

'ltken = 1S R tremendens idea. .

tlen of parts of the network.

: tstlng and planned parks.:

_tion mature, we will be thankful to

~Markham Ceunelllere and the Un- .
ionville Optimists for helping pre-
:serve these greenbelt .areas as g

peeple perks
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eberttng this mlsgutded venture.
- But those kids from.the cottage
next door had mede it leek SO easy-

the'day.before, as one by one they
weuld teke eff down the. hill on
-their bikes onto the dock,.up. the

mekeshlft wooden ramp end into

- the lake. Beetdes I had elready:

.‘chickened out on my prevleue two

epprneehes so this time had to be
_ a-go; no matter what rn}r better

Judgment was telling me.

“There’s something nhnut turn-.

mg 30 that _makes you want to
“prove to ynurself and the world
-that
‘tally end physically,. you've got
that teenage invincibility. This is
-S0.casy- for me to see now, seven
_years later, having. reeentl'_l,,r re-
turned to the site of my last con-

. Thée memory was still painfully
elear though the years-have a
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Optnntets Club to build a netwerk' ;
-of bicycle 'paths in:Unionville =

‘and eventually extend the planto
“old: Merkhem Village and Mtl—' R

And the time to get started 15'}'-_
‘now whern" new development is
- still taking place and land can be
.set aside for the paths. Develop- -
" ers., n'nght even be. persueded to
~kick in land or pay for ennstrue- |

Not only will this parkway be an
ente-t’ree pleee for cyclists and.
walkere ‘but it will also enhance.
arklend ‘that already-exists in "
the town — perhaps ltnklng ex—

-Now'is the tlnte for ee‘nstruetlen

you can still cut it, thet men-.

eessmn to youthful mindlessness.

way of helping us see the lighter

T
-

“A-special word of eemmenda-' { 2
tlen goes-to the Optimist Club g
‘members who ‘have pledged - § .
'-$7,000 a year for the paths'and §.-
hepe the Tewn wxll prewde an
-'.eqnel amount. - G
:In10o0r20 yeers when the snbdl— N |
-visions. currently under construc-. g

Wow' Talk about
tough nelghborhoodlx_; Y.
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:emberrassmg es they mey have:-'-

been.

- an it is my eententten thet my_ |
“son, who was four years old at the
- _tlme, must 'shoulder part of the
“blame for - this"little misadven- .
‘ture, for it was hIS 1dee thnt I try

1t

fully at such.an excuse. She insists

‘that anyone who would allow him-
self to be influenced by an'infant -
‘should reconsider his sense of

dlreetten i
"Anyway; the little guy dered me

1o do it. At first1 just brushed the
“idea aside. ““That’s kid’s stuff,”’ I
retorted, as l went eff te reed a -

But 'my w:fe just le u ghs dlsdem-f
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But the seed hed been sown, end

1 found myself watching ever '55

more intently as those young
daredevils kept making these

_breathtaklng plunges.

‘Finally, I could stand it nu len-
ger. We had just returned from an -

afternoon cruise of the lake, - separate myself from thebikeasI"

which had involved the imbibing .
of liquid. refreshments nf a: spt-
rited nature. < -

Now I sheuld edtl at thts pelnt

that I am no lenger given to such .
nonsensical indulgences, matur-

; ll},’ finally having teken a feetheld |
in my life.

So, spurred on by sltghtly dulled' |
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‘was nlgh thet I wenld shew these
“upstart kids, and my four yearold

'-_-r&en, whet a reel stunt HI‘tlSt eeuld
.' -ao

| My effert made Evel Kntevel’
ill fated Grand Canyon reeket

“-jump look like a moon landing.

‘Bad planning killed me. I'hadn’t

~counted on the reduced-visibility
“afforded. by the remevel e{ my
-_glesses -

‘No way was [ getng te rrsk los-
ng them; though, so:off they.
stayed. 1 was pointed towards the
dock by my aides.:My approach

- was tentative, to say the least, °
‘and didn’t allow me to attain:

enough speed to achieve the-
“heightl necessary to successfully -

‘went up over the renlp end 1nte

- the arr.

Thé result was a lese than spec-
tacular execution, and a rather.
nasty 13-stitch “sereteh” I puess

sheuldn {t have ehesen the bike-
wnth the' metel pedale -

Now to this dey. what stnnds out
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‘ Zleek ef e_vntpethy extendecl me by
“Mrs. S, even after] tnld her thet 8

hed dedleeted the jump to her.
I teld her it wes 1mpertent fora

.man to try new things, to respond
\te ehellegee :But-she obviously

“wasn't: buylng .She just smiled

limply and snggested thet we telk

feheut semethlng else.’,

1 theught that maybe the deeter |
- .in’the little clinic in Northbrook,

" where I went for stitching,. would
show some.. understendlng,-
perhaps even a- touch of quiet

admiration for'a guy wennded in
such'a der:ng fashion. i

‘assumption when, after esklng
‘me ‘how it ‘had heppened he’ éx-
"amined my knee,:then called for
‘his eesneta ntto brtng him his saw!
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I soon reehzed the errer ef thet '
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For the remainder of our holi- - {§*

”dey, I hobbled around the cottage,

endnrlng nicknames like Peg
Leg, Chester, and Gimpy. The
kids next: door continued to per-
form their death defying bicycle
stunts, while I just sat watching,

bidding ‘one last bittersweet

etde of our learning experiences, . comic book: " senscs, I'decided that the time most in my m:nd is 1]3(-, c{}mp]e[e farewell to my reckless youth:
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