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what they say about you. % 525

: They.use wnrds l:ke tyrant and
metatur.rThey call'you stuhborn.

.Pompous.; BelhgerenL ‘And}:

'-...3—

worse:s il

‘He’s'a shjt-djsturber that Craw---

ford. He's an’ ‘arrogant SDB e ;-

. We]l what about | & i el
' “Tyrant.fﬂu. I'm’ nnt a tyrant
at all;% he’ saysevenly.: o:iiin
“Dmtatur'? I don’t entirely dis- 7
agree with that. It’s'a slight exag-
geratmn, hut there s snme ment
to thatzoies o« v
- “The l:mss has tu he dmtatnnal
The man at the top-has’ tt_11make )
the decmﬂns_ He hastosay: ‘This.
is theé way-it’s going to be.’” - - -
Bruee Crawfordisnothing if not
blunt. ‘His hard-nosed, gunslinger

stylé.raised: hackles almost from -

the da:,r he rode in from Metro to.
beeume Yurl-: Regmn S top cop 15

_:fears ago.:He. fought-with ]JDllf.l--

¢ians, clashed with the press and
ruled the pnhce furce w1th an 1mn
hand.: LA

*But thls week as he starts Te- -
firement at age ﬁﬂ he'doesn’ttake -

an}.r ‘of it back: HE dld what he had

to do: And ‘he’ sa}rs he did it we]i
" -Yurk’s rnads are. safer its : i

EI‘ll‘ﬂE ‘rate’is the’ Inwest in Cana~
da; and York Regional Police ] prﬂ-
teci'mn is the best hu:,r in Ontario,:
Mr. Crawford says:-:. -

Prﬂblems w1th.111 fﬂrce

L Tf ‘you luuk hack over my 15
years,-I'never had any trouble
with.the' peopleof York. I’ never
had ‘any- troublé handlng:crime.
My’ prublems have: always come
from within the force—and in the

-early.years, frum the Elected

penple._. :
~And-yes, desplte hls taugh—gu:,r
tmage he was wounded by the cri-
ticism. The: attacks from ‘within
thepolice force, “which Escalated
ovar:the last: twc years, “hurts
mt}re than anythmg,” he says. .

"Back .in,the early 19705, Mr
Crawfurd adm:ts he was-some-
times “cncky” and “luukmg for.a
figh 1t 2. But, durmg his final years .
as; chlef he’d Jost h:s zest for
hattle. fk

T'd had tnu much uf 1t I hegan
to- feel like.a boxer — punchy

. On.Saturday, Feb. 1, his retire-
ment becomies: nffimal He leaves
as he arrived 15 years ago: anout-
sider, a. loner. == . :

. If Eruce Cra wfﬂrd were to write
h1s atitobiography, he'd pmbahly
portray himself as a tragic hero.
ﬂnd he’d call the book M:-.r Way

- Controversial figure

1- “I couldn’t be an:.rthmg but con- mission hired him the same day. .

troversial,”’ he says, ‘‘because of
the things. X had to do.” :
-Out’of -the pressure-cooker.at
last :Bruce Crawford lowers: his
big frame’into. a: soft chaxr by a
wmdnw in the family, room of his
ng Tﬂwnshlp home; while.a .
sleepy, English sheepdug sprawls
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“mendations in his first six years.:
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““Born: 1:1 Yﬂrk Tcuwnshlp in’
1925., ‘Bruce: Crawford.:
attended York Memorial Col-

J legiate: Insitute ‘and served.
two years in the Rﬂyal Cana-
dian Navy before starting his
40-year police career in 1945.;
‘+’Crawford became ank Re-'
'gum s first puhce chief in'1971:
when the region’s population.
was '150,000. His starting sal-:
ary: $21,500. The force had 200
: i'nlEn and a hudget nf $2 3 mﬂ-
on. .-

; Last year Yn rk’s 4ﬂﬂ-persnn
department had a/$21.7-
million. budget to serve.a
J population. of -324,000. Craw--
furd's' 1985 salary: $81,058. .

‘Crawford was:recently:

named-a special ¢consultant to
.the -International: Assamauun
ni Chiefs of -Police.: '+ -
 He and’his wife Vlﬂlﬂt hav&
. heen married for-35 years.
1 They have twn snns and a.
daughter. Ak
- Inhis retjrement he and his
wife plan to. travel He' likes
deep-sea fishing — when the .
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“Everything just seemed to fallin
my lap,’” he recalls. 5
Like the time in the late ‘40s
when he ‘caught up with a car thal
had run ared light and discovered
the occupants had just robbed a
bank. Or. the‘time he stopped a
“susprcmus-lnﬂkmg” driver who
handed him a bloody. knife and’
annnunced 2l Just kﬂ!ed my
wife. .o % .
After York Tﬁwnshlp heca"ng
“part of the amalgamated Metro-
politan Toronto police in 1957, De-
teetive Bruce Crawford was
asmgned to.the Court.Street, sta-
~tionin dnwntuwn Turﬂntﬂ (*where, .
_the action was’?). and rose qulckly
thrﬂugh the ranks. =~ _
. He was sergeant of deter:iwes
when he left in 1966 to become one -
-of the architects of the new Port of .
Toronto police. force,.the first of
its kind.in North’ Amerma_ _
Aftertwo years as deputy chief,
he was named. chief of the port
-police, but:the job lost its. chal-
ienge before long. ‘‘There just
wasn’t enough to do,’” ‘he says.
So on Dec. 28, IHT{] he came to
Newmarket . fnr a jﬂh interview. .
. York Region’s.new police com-.

He had no headquarters, no office
and three daysto getready tolead
'the newest mummpal puhce force
in Ontario. = ..

.His mandate was 51mp1e heé rc
calls:. ‘““To create.a first-class,
effective pnlme force.”- His raw

material:. 14 small, fnlksy police

sea'is calm. And, hesa:.rs hes B

HhasTy

[ e ¥
ppdle s -

Snme he sa:.rs never shﬂuld have
been mps in the-first place. The
‘culling process*‘wasn’t very easy

and it wasn’t ver}r n1-::e "*he re--

calls. " -

“I.didn’t enjoy it. But I was
hired to do it. It was my‘job.”

He knew-the"job would- make

“him" asitting duck for criticism. ' :

- Often the-small-town:cops:were -
friends of- the small-town politi-. .
cians, many of whom resented or
feared regional government. :

The new pulicie' force:was -the-

-most visible sign that a new
broom was sweeping thruugh old:
"York County. And big, blunt-
»'Bruee, Erawfurd was the clearest
target.-
Mr. Crawfnrd weathered man:f
controversiesin York’s formative
years — reclassification of chiefs
and sergeants, a headquarters:
crisis, budget battles — but none -
rivalled the radar ruckus'that
started.in 1971 and erupter.i spor-.
adlf:ally for the next seven years.

Classic cnnfhut

It was a classic cun[llct pitting
. Mr. Crawford agamst Ray Twin- -

ney: the Gunslmger vs. ‘the Gnd+ -

father.
Mr. CI'HWfﬂI'd argued that he

in"a:corner. Olitside by the bird departments, one fnr each of the paq to.crack down on speeding

sereech at”each other, the" way
Mr. Crawfnrd and police commis-

sioner Ray. Twmney used to spar =

19?1}5_ T S

..He seems relaxed Over the
}fears, ‘he'd granted countless'in-
terviews, many- of which he re-
gretted (“the reporting is lousy.up
here in-York,” -he says). But at
hnme on.this grey. wmter morn-

T

‘~His policies gave York ‘resi-

~ dents' “first- -class’’ police protee- -

tion, he says, yet he seldom made
news unless so meune was cntmz—
ing him.~

L

i [ wmi:ld have 'i:ueen nide.if

" someone over, the years had said,

‘Ynu re _an odd SOB, Chief, but
you've done a gﬂnd jﬂh e
Mr. Crawford is proud of his 40-
yehr police career; which began:
late in 1945 after two years.in the
Royal Canadian Navy. Asa young

* constable, he patrolled the Keele- -

Eglinton area nf York Township ;
where he was born and raised. .
., He was a good young cop and he

Yurk County. . .
. Plus 14 police chiefs.
.Before Mr. Crawford was hlred

the incumbent chiefs had the1r

where in the new.regime. Natur-
ally, their plans did not include a -
hotshot- hlred gun from the B:g
City.. - -
““‘We had t::} bnng in-an outsid--
er,"! says Gordon Cook, a member: *

- - +ing, he seems léss wary, perhaps of York’s police EﬂI‘t‘lI‘I‘IlSSlﬂI‘l for
_even:a bit’ vulnerahle : '

its ﬂrst 10 years. ““Wehad to bring .’
together: 14 police forces.-The job
needed a very strong persnn anda
very strong leader.”

Irnn—flsted rule

Fuur munths into the first year,
Mr..Crawford reclassified the for-
mer chiefs. One — former
Vaughan. chief Bill Shimmin —
became a deput:,r chief, while the
others.were given ranks ranging
from inspector down to constable.
‘That tough task completed, the
new chief started the long process
of making the York force his own.

His first priority was to start
weedmg out the policemen who
dldn’t mﬁet his Metru standards. .

was lucky, piling. up eight com-
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- - feeder on the lawn, two blue jays former towns and tuwnshlps in  drivers because York had the -

- worst:record of traffic deaths in-
‘Ontario.. Pﬂhce Commissioner
Twinney retorted that the chief.
was overzealous, forcing his men

+_‘own-ideas:about who should sit {4 harass responsible drivers,

leaving his officers no discretion.
When' Mr. Crawford and: Mr..
Twinney squared off, fur flew anti
" bold headlines followed.

‘Mr.: Twinney, now Ncwmar-
ket‘s mayor, was then the town's
.regional councillor and a regmnal
appmntee to the police commis-:
sion. His ‘'Godfather” nickname
was .a local joke, and one Mr..
Twinney enjoyed. -

Like the chief; Mr. Tw.!umnu:‘::g.r fa—-

vored plain talk: In one 1977 news-.
paper account, he blasted: Mr.:
Crawford’s "r:gld" radar policy
and called the chief a dictator.
Mr. Crawford countered by curtly
inviting Mr. Twinney to prove his
accusatmns or .quit the cﬂmmls-
smn.

Mr.-{‘rawford wgnrnusly ‘de-
fends his radar policy. *‘It saved
lives,”” he says.-In one year in the
“70s; thﬂ highway' death toll fell’
from 53 to 24 a[ler the chief-“lo-
wered the boom.”

Mr. Twinney’s puhcedﬂrf:e
plpElll‘lE ‘kept him informed of
“.cops’ complaints against the chief-
—and spawned'charges of a recur-
Zring-**morale pmhlem“ among
~the rank and file. Mr. Crawford

replmd that his force- had no
“morale problem; morale in-'York

+was typical of major pnhr:e fﬂl’EES*’
) werywhere ‘he said.: -

-Now the region’s lu'n'gest-

sunrmg police commissioner, Mr.

Twmncy looks back on'Mr.. Craw-

.ford's pert‘urmance w:lh m:xed-,_y
job again for $10 m:llmn _

fechngs

LR AL hEEn prm.ren that he d:d an
““excellent job overall,”. Mr. Twin- :
1*ney saidinan interview last week.
1% ' Butright tothe end of Mr. Craw-
P % fard'sf term,”Mr.. Twinney: had
~{ ‘ three_serious concerns apnut the

I-‘l'l|_..'-..l B _.

police force. -

-:Onewassta {f morale. “A pc:hce

fnrce doesn’t have to'be treated:

2 Jike an army,”. Mr. Twinney says

: —um re[erenee to Mr.: Erawfﬁrd 'S
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‘results have been good... "¢ =
- “I've made mistakﬂs. But the*'
nice feelingisthatIdiditmyway,
and.I won; Lﬂ:e Frank Smalra. fod
. you know?: - T e By
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ThE semnd was the pnhce attl-*'_ :
tide toward people in-the 17-20 -
age group. “‘Our police often tre-.
ated kids-like second- class

citizens,’ he says. . &

" The third: Police are too alﬂnf;. o
from the ‘citizens, Mr. Twinney: -
says; they should get to know ﬂ‘tﬂ' o f
:peuple m the areas vihere they
Work.es e

P"l:' _,l

Hﬂlﬂﬂk ta.kes over

2 Mr. ,Twmney says ‘new Chlef
Don Hillock: has assured the E{}II]-'-_. :
. mission he’ will:.deal with-those -
issues. Mr:Hillock, a deputy chief; =
under Mr. Crawford, ‘has beer'a. -

RS AR 7
' =

l. e -p-r_lu*l' .‘_ g

SLET’S WARM UP
WITH CHEERFUL

A\

. ‘;l‘.j' ;".H“l"l_ﬂ

b
I-I.Ll |'u‘_

hwz:*‘._-"

1

..-"'
1
.\

-ﬂ.

e

'I"'I'ILIUHH‘H

‘_.,..

l."'thnnrm.uu

ivs
"

| -u."hfldl .,
drddiul A d

th'

TS

...r,; pot cover or 1

-
“"’-a

»i
.n'-+
\.

62
B
(2

|/

L~
i
L
o

b

. ‘I‘,

iy

L : L] 1
a . ai
"l_“..:lrfi'"

¥ q " i
Wy, b

e

_ WHITE nnsF._
'MAKESIT: "

- '-" EASY TO -
o DEEIDHATEI

‘lﬂﬁ‘h
EU!.HAHTEED'

4
'

Y

"-:'
[ )
oLt
t{'
‘{i

":f
27
(X
S
3_..

i"i"f*
‘J‘,'{
*’\ o
M .l.‘i'ﬂ;—.
F;;‘n. i,
"'h_ _E'*.-;.‘*

vucc‘p ANE|

. _-5 HitI . ruur “chance tn :tl-l:hm- your home or oftice with I. truir J
e unique tropical plant i 4 canes, up to 8’ tall, with superlarge heads |

S of lush shiny reen follage. Complete with your cholce’ of wicker
mn’mmpmlrr p!l.ntir A

4:: T.- ok o A

.1"‘ "? 4

. fi’ﬁ?P

¥, e
\}?#‘i- ROTON OR |
SRS :PQQL’SIZE?ARALIA

g ’,-‘-‘f 3 Hnlh trui:i::lll come nnhplnlu with your ¢hnh:n.
S -E u! bac bac baskel ur LI dncnr.l.mr plnnturﬂ Ny

-."".'-:'---.I- ' : ;"
g P R -.__-,_ _r i, M S e =

."\-' Tt "..l'."

o I:.LONGMIST & SUN!TRIBUNE JAHUARY ﬂ i 1535 AE

J—"ﬁﬂ' = m%mi' ﬂ.—"':ﬂ*' :':-\I-u

S e el Py
S e lil-"‘l"'-'\'-'u.--

ok .-:muu Ross brtng:
.+7.- these longlasting bln-unu.
.-3*% 5 Lush green follage supp-"-
g - orts elsgant pink & white 7, .
fMowers: Makes a nh:t nln

I: 0 n“T-' -'.-r.h. i .:-
u.uu'rmt Y
' I- "uI-FT - D '

"l I_-J':a' =
T

Ll Tt

‘‘‘‘‘

.'.H_'l..-'

3 .
n:';r"- '.\.Jj

SUPER SPEGIAL

e .-'. ¥ '.-lﬂ_--f

mmunFiJi.

"'H\.

Hiﬁ 14!‘39 *

OR |

s

:' "J—‘ -"1-
.ﬂ' ', ‘r .
*.- r.‘..,." %

.'l 1-*"\..- u

at .'.n::.',..‘_-- Whlt& Husa matas it aaw Iu
cralted lined pot covers. Idual
for tropical plants; waste bas-
.kets and more | Assoried sizes

ﬂnd styles.: Flﬂg .99¢10 10.99

SALE PRIEEE

policeman for. 25" years — all in A s

ank Region. ;-

: The Board of Pnhce Cﬂmmls- :
sioners is the chief’s boss. Butde-.- :
spite occasional ﬂppusumn
-Bruce 'Crawford usually had his
way with.the commission: He_-._ -
may have been too “‘regimental’® . :

attimes, Gnrdﬂn Cook recalls, but
he had the cnmmlssmn S respect

'a

“Bruce Crawiford: really knew

police work,"”” Mr. Cook says.

Mr. Crawford didn’t lose many__.- _
arguments as York’s police chief.: '
His critics would reply that.he:
was insensitive to ﬂppnsmg views. -
and too stubborn to admit he was: -
wrung Butsays h1s critics— EVEH‘_
his :own.officers — often mis- .- -
understood his motives, misinter- " *:
preted his manner and 1gnﬂred his: -

L

results.

_ “I'm not hard to reach. 'm ac-., -
_cessihle -But I'm not terribly re-: :

sponsive..I'm not connable. And .

this is why I think I have the trou- -

- ble with the men in the force.

" “They can't con me.-I've been’ "

through all that they’re going:
through, and I know when they're -
c-:mmng me and when they're not.”
I ean’t be conned.:I hate bemg
wlf.h anyhndy attemptmg tn con..
me."”

-Gordon Cook; who wurked w1th
Mr. Crawford for a decade, says
the chief did his job “‘with: great
dignity and honor.”’ Mr. Crawford -
may have heen a lightning rod for .
criticism in, York Regiony hut

among his peers worldwide he is
highly respected, Mr. Cooks says. ..

For eight’years Mr. Crawfﬂrd
was the nnly Canadian on the ex- .
ecutive of the International Asso-
ciation-of Chiefs of 'Police. That -
nrgamzatmn recently. appnmted
him as a special consultant.-

Back home in York, “‘the pub]u‘:

respected Bruce Crawfnrd "M,
Cook says. ‘‘They didn’t always
agree with. h:m hut they re-

- .'I
.

spected him..”

Ashe looks back un hls :.fea rs as
chief,- Mr. Crawford -says he
sometimes wonders if it was all-
worth:it. He considered qu:ttmg

“hundreds of times,” ‘he says. .-

‘He ' has no grandiose farewell -
statements about the mlanglhl{:
rewards of police work, and he re:"

peats a comment that he made aL’;

ear:ago: He wouldn’t take the
.But then he says: " :
“I don't make any apolugles tu
anybody for what I've done over

- the years. I was given 2 mandate

to do a job, and I did it, and the

"le haw: to admit Idll‘.‘l it rn_v
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