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"2 his) passion over thé past 30 years.
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By CHRIS SHANMIAN

Lots nf feeder: stauuns and an
apparently inexhaustible’ supply
-~of, seeéd combine to. make: :Edge .
..and Betty Pegg’s Claremont—area
propérty. a wrtual blrdwatc_*her 5 -
parachse. soi s O S e

e M Pegg has even dewsed a -
j suspenswn syStem out of twine to™}

- .protect birds from flying into the i
-~ dining - room-window. of the euu- g .
EE ple s Ponda Nésta homestead =, = i
~1t’d be" apprupnate to’ say- theg- i’
reured dairy farmer is truly a liv-": &
- .ing legend in birding circles, hav-" -? L
-..1ng dedicated.countless. hours to.:

"i-,
4

"l-

'l’tf_-;"- tuall:f every publleatmn that has-
« anything todo with the practlce of

nbservzng "man s fme feathered—

fruands.r SRR
S Mr:-Pegg ranks 24th ﬂn the hfe-
hst for Canadlan mghtmgs with:
414 SpEElES - (his total has actually
mcreased to416: smce the Nov. 25"
1985, f1gures were pubhshed in the “
‘‘magazine;-Birdfinding.In Cana- -
da) Norm Chesterfield of Wheat--.
ley,?Ont heaﬂs the natwnal pnll
L AS for Nurth Amerlcan lle-tlmE o b
vmwmgs "Mr. Pegg had recorded ' e
590 species:-at the time-of .the - w5 . 00w %i.'ff?-:’?’ﬁf‘-‘i- '

Amencan Bird-Association’slast o xiri ,f el b reight -years:s It Hfinally died and -
ﬂfﬂmal count; His Ontarm flgure o S R T e 2 W&t@h t.b.e b dle -' Sl Sesio A divas preserved for permanent dis-
alnne stands at 330: RNl SRS b TR R R S Seminia DU LE ~play:at: the Ruyal Dntarm

~Aregular, cnntrlbutnr tﬂ the A“‘ '-Betty Pegg stnkes a fammar puse as she fucuses her Iu\rers (and blrd-watchersl fnr mnst nl‘ thenr lwes. _-'j._' -Museum..

dubﬂn SQCIEty s .field: glllde ‘he’ 5 ecamera uglng hushand. Edgg 5 shoulder as'a Suppnrt . ‘.;. e T

-one’of - many. Plﬂ‘kﬂl‘l“g res:dents The R. R 2, Claremunt cuuple have been avld nature- "3'7".' '.'. | By

whn cnnduct :the area’s. annual- .

anmg Day. bird count.‘A'total of ’rather than 51t ndly b:,r and com: '_-members h{}pE that thrﬂugh the
- 69’ spemes were sputted there un - plain about the loss of yet anuther generosity of conservation-

DEE 200558 " irreplaceable natural treasure. -~ minded citizens, ‘corporationsand -
SN THICKSON’S WGODS 1 After lengthy negotiations:in -.-:f.urgamzatmns the mnneygcan be
. Mr, Pegg does much of his l:urd- 1984, :they bought the 16-acre par-- raised.v " .. I T
watchmg at, Thickson’s Woods, - cel and’ ‘formed’ the Thickson’s - '+*I'd sure hke tu pay tlus thm
- the:last of ‘a. thick forest of whlte _Wnﬂds ‘Heritage' Foundation- tu;_:nff ’2 he says. ‘‘I’m thinking about -
“-pines that. used to, blanke; _snuth-,; -manage the Iut’s plant and ammal_'j the future.-I’ve.enjoyed it {Thlek-

ern ‘Ontario...: R 1 St el - son’s Woods) for 30 years and I‘ m

:-But:its natural’ halance was m | Itcust$90 DUD w1f,hath1rd nf the”--;__sure others have.”
recent jeopardy’ when the prnper—"‘-g-;purchase price dmﬁn and an open . ‘‘Once these! LﬂﬂﬂES are gnne
tyﬂwner ordered many, of the tal- . -i_murtgage fnr the rest “The mam__;'--ynu ‘can’t ‘get: them ‘back,’’ ‘the ~
lesttrees cut fortimber: As cha:n-- concern. at! present is paymg uff - naturalist adds; noting: that he

-saws roared, a small group of con-' .__-the remaining- $55,000." . feels the future is. bright “‘unless :
cerned c1tlzens demded tn act Mr Pegg_ and,f@llnw fuundatmn ) snmeqne d;ups a hnmh on us, and
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g L MF Pegg; Dr.-Margaret Bain," N aturalists and: Pmkermg Natur-

Regmn Road 23} farm pruperiy natural

28 ﬂt? -m-_-_-- - '-'f':"l-“'i.__-

'.."Skﬂte is'$3 and free cuffee and ing Thursday to Saturday, 7 to 10
donuts will be served. . ‘p.m: and Suntf:la:',1r from 2 to 4 p.m

P-L;lgu_z. 5nulth of _I_Hwy 7 m__ -?‘?d?'.!‘ ;
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Pegg knew he’ was nn tu ;

sumethmg blgnsunn “after‘he’d:

“ made:hasty:tracks to: :the: s:te An: a0 o

true bird-lover. fashion eI
I was-just shaking'that: aft&r- ?~

nmn,ii the ruddy-faced. outdoars-

-man recalls with'a hngermg feel- e
.ing of excitement: %I said-to’ my— v., k
self ‘I know it (a Pamted Redstart) - i;

has never been seen in Canada:?’ :
“And ‘sure’ enough,’ subsequent
1dentxf1catmn ‘Tévealed: Mr.‘Pegg
"-had recorded. the country’s-first-.:'|-
+.ever. viewing ‘of that Subtropical}:: -i_*' _
red-breasted bird. (Only one other: I
dncumented Redstart find has fuI* 2
Inwed Mr.: Pegg s, -that: bemg in-.
B Tt Brltlsh Culuml:ua The bird is'naZ:
st t 1 twe to the 'south-western: Umted
H| States: specmcall}r Anznna angi 1K
*rCentral America).zi iy BTt -fa,f:»i "-’. ~

s dYou tell semenne, fI ]iﬁt sawa?
“Painted Redstart 22’ -he‘relates;:: |
2=¢and’ they say ya have yuu begn“ k3
| dnnkmg'?”
£8|::: :-The north. Pmkenng 'r‘nan has

i = hlS own' thenry -about:the events - #
: %leadlng ‘up:to: that hlghly—
o pubhclzed dlscovery i : L

<The/bird,: being: an.* msect--

Inver mayhavehltchedandem - .

abuxcar carrymg frmt mtn Cana- N
R da, he believes.i:: i :

“Mr.. Pegg S: Pamted Redstart

Yok ﬂwas kept in:captivity. for ahuut

__ : L Any: bird : m Nnrth Ame:‘ma
—-Chns Shanahan ‘could turn up in Canada® at: any -
AR “‘time;” ‘claims: thelifé-long- area :
that can’ happen any day (0ther— - resuient “It could get blown here -
~wise) it will be there forever.”: " - - -:by.storm:: You: ngvgr knnw Whﬂ'&_ :

.'One of the group’s.more novel - l‘ﬂlght turn up.” 0
fundra:smg ventures was a 1985 - *.The Peggs, bﬂth members ﬂf
- birdathon in’ which five. counters": the: :Oshawa’s' Durham Field:

i &

:Dennis Barry:and Margaret Car- _alists groups; have.travelled: .
-ney, all of Whltbf, and Oshawa 'S i caast to coast HI’IL’I thrnugh pEI‘tS Df
~:Dave Calvert — earned money. hy :.the U.S{'in search of natural trea: : -
gammg pledges for each species. - sures:Past field-trip destinations - §
thE Sp{}tted atThlcksun 5Wﬂnd5 i lHEllldE Canada S nurthlands ‘-*' B
Althnugh ‘he didn’t rea]_iy ‘get ‘Alaska; Flurlda Anznna Texas R

.Started until-March;:Mr.- Pegg _Calﬁnmra and even Scntlland
“still. managed to spot 140 species . . Mr. Pegg’s confident he'll bﬂﬂst _
during the year. Dr. .Bain main- _+"=.,h15 bird sighting totals'in 1986 as " &}
" tained a heavy blrdmg scheduled :they. make a March trek-to. Cali: -

m recording 206. s R "'"furma and: vlslt Newfnundland E:
- The:upcoming: ‘raffle: of twn and Labradnr in July:
Marc Barrie wildlife prmts is™ KEEN EYE RGO -

lalla -

-another. source of: financial . sup- ° Beity P'égg has: earned a place
- port:for 'the woodlot.  The - 1nthefamlly,sb:rderhall-nf-fame
Bruugham*based artist’and hxs,-. with:her keen eye as<a: phntu-
mntherfgallery manager -Karin- - grapher. Her work: has’ ﬂften
-ne:Barrie," are strongly behind. . graced the pages.of Stou;ftfllle 5
Such: emurnnmental causés ““Tribuné'néwspaper and ‘most're-- 5"-?
accnrdmg to the Peggs.:i =210 e cently her Painted Redstart color. :
‘Thépublic: IS"WEIEBIHE at the .-.exposure was included in°J Mur-:: g
wands, whlch contain towering’. raySpeu's book; Birds of Gntarm: i
- white pines’ ‘that’are 150 years old' - “Some of" Mrs Pegg s framed -
~-and 100-feet high''It’s located next - culur photos grace the interior: uf £
' to the Corbett Creek Water Pullu- < their finely appointed homeyas do -
tmn Control Plant. - o2k - .several ‘Barrie prints.and. others
5 ‘Taxfdeducuble uuntrtbutmns - by:friend’ and -sometimes’ f:eld-- -~
can be furwarded to. Thickson’ 5 “ trip companion: .Robert (or Bob as
~Woods Herltage Foundation Inc., -she prefers to call him) Bateman::
an 541 -Whitby, Ont:, LI’U’ 5V3 A wide selection of nature’ but— o
'DISCOVERY = - -_'_.tons featurmg some.of her hest
A sparkle comes to: Mr. Pegg .: shots from:Thickson’s ,Woods;"
eye ‘when asked to relate the clr-- ,makea nice addltlontoany natur :
“cumstances surrounding what is ahsts jacket.. N N
‘undoubtedly his most nntewurthy ~The Claremunt-area cnu le - §
hlI‘d sighting:’a Painted Redstart. have obviously passed their, luvg

- Itwas backin mid-Novemberof . ‘of the outdoors to future genera-; ;|
1971 that’ Lindsay Death-'con- tions of- Peggs. ‘A son Hal of Port |
‘tacted him about a’ .mysterious - Pérry: and- a‘daughter’Kathy |
- bird: that’d suddenly ‘arrived at . Beckett,”Ajax, share their-pa-"|.:

‘her.Lake Ridge Road (Durham rents appreciatmn uf all things;___-;
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Markhh:ﬁ '5 Cedarena uutdunr--- 'Grnvﬂ anid is ﬂpen fﬂl‘ adlﬂf— Skﬂt- 11
skatmg rink will hold 'its:59th . ing every Tucsday evening fl'ﬂm'?"'.f +{
. anniversary skate Tuesday, Jan.. to 10 p.m. Admlssmn is a $1.75..%5 -

1
—-u H
.

Adm‘“m“ for the adult-only  The rmk is open for publm skat. -

$l fur chlldren iy e




