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Sargeent Waters (Adelph Caesar),”
5'a black officer at a Louisiana fert
- in-1944;'is gunned down one night, - back structure, which fociuses on'-- *business in its first frames with a’-
Clgtain 0.3 Black lavon o
wa 0 ,abiac a‘-‘-’}’erfrem men, freezes Rollins out of most of :
-' Washington; is called in to find out " ;
-.Who killed him. _- 5
* Director. Nermen Jew:een is. en
familiar ground here as thisfilm is -
~similiar to-his°1967-work,:In The -
I-Ieet ‘of the Night, which’ elee fea:
~tured a northern black man trying ™~
--to solve ‘a mystery under oppres- -
snre eemirtrer_le in’ the seuthem hnlhent in’ this: emeuth]}r accom-

<1t 1en't dlﬂxeult te eee Rellme end
lus ¢o-star. Dennis Lipséomb (who" -
plays a white Captain who reluc- -
- tantly aids him) as similiz ar'to Sid-
"ney_Poitier.and:Rod Stieger, the -.
stars of In The Heat of the Night.-:i : huudred million dollar's atthe box =~

- The r.hstmehen hereis that A Sol:..
dler s Story is less eeneerned wrth
the>mechanics:of .a”mystery.and ..
- more 'intent on explermg how vic- ~.=' ‘ral comedy,-Columbia: Pictures
--tims_of.racism /perceive them-;
selves,w.rlth eeme (i.e.; Waters) =
embreemg pmseneue elemente eE
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Tiue violent thriller gets down to

. grim faced Charles Bronson huri—:-
mg a knife into the camera. It’s a
“ vicious hint of things to come as

“,Nonetheless, one perfermenre - Bronson plays-a retired hitman

that standsout long after the filmis .
‘the raspy voiced Adoph Caesar as’

. the tragic Wetere. {Ae} Thernhﬂl
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ALL OF ME::Steve Martm 15

- hunting a professional torturer in'.
.. Latin America: There’s little char-"

“aecterization and less: sense," hut,f

eneugh bloody gore to make thrs a:
‘movie that shouldn’t be seen'on’a -
full stemeeh (R ‘Brutal ‘helene_e}
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