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Hal'ﬂm Dpucal nne nf the fastest grow-
s mg manufacturers of glasses and frames.
inCanada; hasopened a store in Markham. -

-Karim Hakim, who started as a lens

& gnnderﬂyears ago, opened his 34th store - |2l
: last week on Wellington St. W. at LIcPhll* o
hps Ave. It employs 10 people.

Mr. Hakim said he noticed people com-
ing from"Markham to his Law rence Ave, .
-1ab and decided the number of customers &
from this area was ennugh to warrant a |

- new outlet. .- . g
%I decided to hu}' lhts cumer and h:.uld
tlus building,” he said.:]

- Mr. Hakim has built his huﬂmess on ser-
. vice and the new Markham locationwillbe ¥ -
" noexception. He said Hakim Optical offers ~ j
free frames and customers will have more.
‘than six-thousand frames to choose from. :

“We also give (the customer) a certifi-

-

Haklm Optlcal opens 111 Ma,rkha,m' [New dance studzo --
B T T | g¢t their Kicks®

_un the age of the dancers. -

Jo-Ann Niven gets a kmk

'.aut of dancing. She hopes
: 1t‘s catching.

-Mrs. Niven wi].l soon ope

"adance studio called Kn:ks :
.She will teach tap and jazz

daneing to anyone four

“years or older. Classes will
‘take place on Saturdays in
-the lower hall of St.
‘Andrew’s United Church at-
- 32 Main St. in' Markham.
Classes will run in 10-°
week sessions from Sept. 8
-to -June 15.  Each session
costs $37 for 10 ¥2-hiouror4s-

..
-
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Mrs. Niven will be

-assisted by instructor
n ‘Cookie Mauer. Théy will
: teachelasses fmmﬂ 3ua m.

104 3ﬂ'p I'IL. PP g

. ‘The owner is an assﬂcmte
membe_r of the British Asso-
ciation of ‘Teachers of

.Dance (BATD). This means.
‘examiners from Britain will‘
judgethe dancers’ perfurm-'

ance: ~
Reglstratmn w:ll take
place Thursday, Aug.23and

Friday, Aug. 24 from 5 p.m:
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-minute classes, dependmg to 8 p.m. at the church. .. .

ESTATEHOMES | -

g ~“cate to guarantee (the frames) for a year [
Mo agamst breakage,” added Mr. Hakim:
“This customer-first. approach has. paid”

off. Of the 34 stores, 30 in Ontario and four [
in 'Nova Scotia. ‘Added to these are five |
optical factories which have the capacity-
to produce 2,000 pairs of glasses each day.

: “Unfnrtunatel}r. we only get 1,000 palrﬂ
per day,” Mr. Hakim joked. '
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Mr. Hakim has come a long way in 22 31 :
years. He moved to Canada from Iran, via :
Germany and Switzerland. He began his ° 4 .
* career as a tradesman lens grinder and - S .
... ‘machine repairman and four years later '_f,-.-;'?; .
i} opened his own retail optical outlet.. - & 58 .
- .He would sell up to 80 pairs of glasses per: o ;
ﬂay and stay after the store closed to pro- . '= — :
duﬁe :lew glasses. Now, 18 years later he &) ' i : : = *
still plays a visible roleint ek R ; .
wuﬂfs li hour days, SEI:!;EL‘;IEEEEF He I{anm Hal-:lm owner ﬂftheHakim {]pticaICnm- enmeﬂ to town hy Mayur Carole Hell at the offical ‘. s m“i'?g i T -
Mr. Hakim is the sole owner of the o5 pany,recently opened its 34th store on Wellington - - opening of the store 1351' Thlll'SﬂBF i SR e L '% .
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