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Star 80 is a shattering film. D;Lreeled
~ Bob Fosse, it is an uncompromising look at
the all- too-brief life of Canadlau Dnmth}-
Sl‘.ratten_ : TR
. Brutally mu.rdered h}r herhushaud Paul’
- Smder following her fame as Playmate of -
- the Year in 1980, ‘Dorothy emerges as an
- innocent caught up in the whirl of success, -
someone whose maturity is unable to save
her fmm the passmns nf a tarmented love :
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: Fusse has taken an mterestmg and 1 be-
heve. brilliant perspective on all this by

" shifting the focus to examine Miss Stralten ;
from Snider's point of view: Mariel-
- Hemingway, as Dorothy, becomes a mir--

-ror and Eric Roberts as Paul Smder,
‘comes the star.of the movie. -

Fresh from King of the Gyps:és he 15"

- magnificent in the role and it is his image --
Eltusch ll:imunts :a'ﬂll Iung afler the final cre-
m = n

Smder 15 pathetm and vuluerahle_

> for women, =
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appea.lmg and reptﬂswe in turn. The sr:npt
- exposes his character in all its uglihessand -
sleazy charm. One can understand"
. Dorothy’s interest and, later, her gruwmg e

‘resistance to his m-erhearmg, seli impor-*
- tant management. LT feie

4 The horrifving chmax is predmla ble, the

way charted with relentless precision as’

Dorothy’s star rises, Smder sfades mm in— ;

slgmf' 1cance, .ot

- The material cnuld becnme maudhn and .

= pmwde an excuse for gratuitous-violence*
‘and sex. It doesn't. Fosse coordinates a su--
perb team to present a world of magazine *
 publication, theatre, night elubs and films
“which oozes tawdrmess. sleaze, mampu]a-
tion and menace. The cast is ﬂawless. 3
- Roger Rees, fresh from the lead.in .
Nicholas Nickleby, as Dorothy’s film:
director, projects.the necessary, warnith-
*and mm:em, Carroll:Baker, in an all-too- -
rare screen appearance, is memorable as
Dorothy’s .fnghtened lonely mother; and
Cliff Robertson is hehevable as Hugh
Hefner. :

Miss Hemmgway is !m-ely, tall 'I.'.'tl]ﬂw}'
and virtuous, certainly an appropriate cen-. A
trefold. Eric Roberts, however, carries the
" day, from the first shﬂls inthe mirror as he '{ ‘
pumps iron, practices his delivery,
greases his hair and flexes his muscles to .~
‘the finale, hlﬂﬂ{i drenched, hrutahzed and 2
depraved. :

. Ralph Burns musical accumpamment e
whether it’s Billy Joel at the high- school
promor YMCA atawet slurt meat market,
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