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Mccowan nead and I-Iwy 5 5

:, 2 B}r FRANCIS KING
* - Staff Reporter.
Mcﬂuwan Road and Hwy. 7.

"Most of us drive thruugh that in--

tersectiun at least once each day, and
usually without giving :t much
thought.

But the area around that mtersec-
tion has exploded into'a maze of com-
mercial and residential development,

“making it one of the most important

areas.in the Town of Markham. But

exactly what is happemng there, and :

why?
Accurdmg to Town Planmng Ihrec«

tor Tom J anuszewski, the impetus for

develupment uccur&d over 10 years
ago.” :
 “We were alwavs cnnscmus that 70
cants.nut of every dollar of depart-
ment store spending was being done
by Markham residents outside the

ann ” he sald in an mterwew last o

week.
Mr. Januszewslﬂ

| whn has _._IJ.E_EI].
‘Markham’s planmng director since
. yet they are on Hwy. 7,” he said. “‘So

1975, said a concept that developed.

from that realization — Markville’
» Shopping Centre—first came ahuut 11

-.years ago.

. “It’s a very- suitable location for a:
shopping centre, not only to serve the_

Markham-ﬂnmnw]le area, but also

‘the surrounding areas,” he explamad
The 500,000-square iﬂut facility was
~approved by council in 1976, “and

opened in March, 1982. It is the centrE'

of a concept the ann and the area’s .

principal landowner — JDS Invest—
ments — have created

I

TR

The area in questmn is from Conlin

‘Motors on the east to the Rouge River

bridge on the west, and from Milne

Parkon the south to the CN rail lineon-

the north. Thelandisa mixture of Zon-

areas.
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The area’s concept —homes border-
ing on a major commercial site — will
bring change to the few residents liv-
ing along Hwy. 7.

““They’re basically large residential

‘lots, leftovers from a gracious past,”

explamed Mr. Januszewski.

Those lands are designated for in-
dustrial use. and will E‘-’Eﬂluall}' be de-
veloped.

“They are nice lnts well treed, and

anyone redevelnpmg has to try and
maintain those trees.’
At the moment, the homes still on

‘Hwy.:7 are near the southwest and

northeast corner. Part of the south-

west has already been developed with -

a McDonald’s restaurant and a'large
Dominion grocery store, while the

-'southeast corner has had a small stnp

plaza since 1967.
Ward 3 (Unionville/ Mllllken} Coun-

cillor ‘Fred Cox said he believes the

homeowners on the sauth side of Hwy.
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- Shown ahnve is a rnnﬂnp vlew of de-
velopment at the northeast corner of |
" MecCowan Rd.; and Hwy. 7. New under- - ‘from the Markvilin Shuppmg Ee::lre
“takings will include office buildingsand -
‘fast ﬂmd outlets. Below, the southeast

corner of the Intersect'iun,' with a strip
plaza and some homes nearby, is shown

parking lot. - .
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1anges planned for Mar:“ ’

'c.

T are agreeable tu selilng the:r luts
and have been discussing the forma-
tion of a group to ‘‘put something
together that would he mnducwe to

‘Hwy. 7.”

“ings, with residential from Bullock
" Drive to the rail line west of McCowan
~and cummermal in the remammg 2

Mr. Cﬂx told the Ecunumlsl. and Sun
he doesn't want “‘patchwork™ devclnp—
ment of those lands. .

. ““We want to do the whole area at
nnce ’* he said, thereby having better
nppurtumty to develop the lands in a

" compatible way with the rest of the

area. -
The northeast corner of the Mch-

wan Rd./Hwy. 7 intersection is now

undergoing construction that will re- -

sult in no less than four new res-

- taurants vying for the public’s dollar.
- The impending opening of Harvey’s,

Swiss Chalet, Mother’s Restaurant
and Baskin Robbins (anice cream par-
lour franchise) is sure to give McDo-

" nald’s competition.

But the prospect of .competition is
not unsettlying to McDonald’s Dwnerf
Manager Dick Cohen.

- “I went into this business knnwmg
part of it is competition,” he told the .

Economist and Sun, adding he consid- -

ers it a ““bonus” hawng two years

“without strong competitors.

“If we keep our quality, service and
cleanliness high, then we won’t lﬂEE
that much business in the long term,”
he said. “Cnmpet:tmn keeps us all
strong.”

Both Harvey's and Swiss Chalet are

" owned by Foodcorp Ltd., and Opera-

tmns Vice President Mathew Chodor-
owicz said the expansion of the McCo-
wan Roadr‘Hwy T area wasone reason
for the firm's move up here.

“We're under-represented for now
and we'd like to correct that,”” he said

/"] in a telephone interview. “There are

certainly a lot of Markham penp!e who

“have been eusu}mers of ours in Snar—
borough.”

The prﬂsp'ectﬂf stiff competition not

d ;. only:from :McDonald’s, -but .from .
- :Mothers. ".Restaurants dld not bother

him.
- “We've encﬂuntered it before. and

we usually have our loyal customers,”

Mr. Chodorowicz explained, adding
both Harvey's and Swiss Chalet will he
opening this -::nmmg spring.

““We have a unique prﬂducl to sell
and we're very strong in Toronto,” he
pointed out. “We don't have 1'.!] shy
away frum Mc:[}nnald‘s lﬂcatmns too

often.”

“'Markville- Manager Mitchell Scharf
was not worried about the competition
presented to the various eating estab-
lishments in his shopping centre.

Noting the facility has had a 30 per

- "cent sales inerease over this time last

year, he said, ‘I think the area itsel{ -

~has grown to the point where it can

accommodate everybody. I'm very
confident we’ll still maintain our cus-
tomers.” ’
- Meanwhile the area's developer,
JDS, is looking to change some of the
ungmal plans for developing the land
around Bullock Drive.

The firm has already received per-
mission .to move a planned block of

 .apartments from a strip along Bullock

behind Markville, to a block of land at -
the northwest corner of Bullock and
Hwy. 7.:That block, originally slated
for a hotel complex, ‘will now hold both
projects. .. -

“JDS argued the apartmenls we-
ren't wable at the time, and it felt the

62,1983 15, 4.

One Stop Sln-ma qumuhﬂ
5 | from_ 2,000 and up. Call the ex-
) m;mmuﬂuumr
: nn-miﬂlndsun.._ R

294-2209

The worker here grades alot with a’
bulldozer near McCowan Rd., and Hwy. -
7. A flurry of businesses are under con-

hotel .site was tucr large ! explained

Planning Director Januszewski. -
.- JDS also wants to change plans for -
the southwest corner of McCowan
Road and Bullock Drive {near the
Centennial Centre).-
.ﬂLcnnct,pmf{}ffmehu1ld1ngs was ori-
ginally slated for the corner, but JDS
has asked the Town stafi to find out
what other projects the land can be
-used for immediately.
. “There apparently is no immediate
demand for office space, so they've
been asking the Town for zoning
amendments,” said Mr. Januszewski.
But Councillor Cox said; “wehaveto

look at this over the long-range. JDS’s -
-concern is there’s nodemand for office

space, and I disagree with that. Once

~you build the office space, it will be

leased. There’s adrastic need fnr gocd
office space.”

One area prn]ect that JDS is going
ahead with is the expansion of Mark-
ville Shopping Centre. In a proposal
approved by council this past sum-
mer, -Markville will have 350,000
square feet added on the north end
The expansion will connect with the
food section and about 100,000 feet of it
will be a third department store (the
others are Woolco and Eaton’s).

- Mr. Januszewski said the Town
would like to complement the expan:
sion with a streetscape concept for
McCowan Road. The plan, prepared
by a consultant, would mean inclusion
of trees, sidewalks and landscaping,
with speclal attention given to dE*
veloping the streetcorners.

The planning director said the only
stumbling block is that the road is con-
trolled by the Region of York. .

““I would like to see the plan
approved, but the Region has been sit- -
ting on it for six months,” he said.

struction at the nurtheast corner uf the
mtersm:tmm

. With the entire area arﬂund'Bﬁllntk
Drwe resldennally developed, some

.people:may be wondering about:the '

pond on the north side of Hwy..7-at the
Huuge River Bridge. .

Mr. Januszewski said the pund was
dug to control the Rouge River water
flow, espemally durmg storms.

It was not built for reereatmnal
uses, and Gnunmllnr Cox noted, “'it
certaml:,- wasn’t designed like: Unmn-
ville’s Toogood Pond. T

"““The plans are fﬂragn]ftuursetnguif Tt
around it'and that pond is near ﬂne nf Lo ad

the holes,"’ he explained.
Huwever he did not rule out ::rnss

country skiing .around it, and Mr:
Januszewski added, ‘I can 't imagine .

" the pond without benches.”

. Overall, he stated, his prime ﬂeswe_' 5
fnr the. McCuwanf? area is Iﬂl‘ 1l tn he

successful."
. “Most of our. concepts . art stlll vahd

but it takes time for them to matenal—-
ize,”” he pointed out.”‘‘We shouldn’t
rush into approving things for approv-
- al’s sake. E}nn thmg the ann has 15-

time.”’

“The hnttnm line is the area is gmng-

to be very nice," said Councillor Cox.

““Certainly; we've made good use of -

vacant land.”

MeDonald's- owner Dick Cﬂhen"
agreed, saying, ‘‘I'm pleased to see’,
the Town is, being careful about =

growth on McCowan Road. You have
to be careful how concentrated- busi-

ness and housing gets. I'm looking for- -

ward fo when we have-a McCowan
Road Busmﬂssman 'S A.ssumatmn .

_ B BENNIS S‘HITH
g =News Editnr
The Markham area’s fledgling

| .Junmr Achievement program is off to

a quick start, and has already become
the largest one in southern Ontario.
“We've had a really outstanding
“turnout,” said Randall Edge, co-
ordinator for the JA youth business

ﬂentre at Thornhill Secondary School..

- The centre's five JA companies

‘have 20 students each, compared to 11

- or 12 that are 1.1:='»uanll:.r in such groups.
+Mr. Edge said the program is the
largest in southern Ontario. -

pmgrams elsewhere said lhe mterest
level in the local centre is the highest
he has seen: The co-ordinator is confi-
dent that the centre, comprised main-
ly of Markham and Thornhill high
school students, can win awards when
it comes up for Judgmg against ulher
programs.
- Mr. Edge said a similar program in
York Region, Project Business, which
is designed for -younger students
(Grades 5, 6,7 and 8) has helped foster
enthusiasm for the new JA program in
this area.

"The Thornhill pmgram is the firstin

Mn Edge whu has pa rtmlpated inJA: Yurk Regmn hut tt’s hﬂped that others
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in Rlchmnnd Hill anrj Newmarket-
Aurora can be established next year.

There were plans to have centres in’
Thornhill and Markham this year,
with three JA companies apiece, but it
was more viable to run one centre with
five firms, said Mr. Edge. -

The JA cumpanies formed at the
Thornhill centre include: LA
e J.A. Accutime (sponsored by Hon-
eywell), which will. produce and- sell
wall-mnunted clocks. iy ey
¢ Innovations Plus, which will manu-
facture and sell a trmnglefpeg puzzle
%ﬁﬂe ‘This cumpany is sponsored by.
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¢ Handy Holder Cumpany, whmh will
produce and sell a noveliy storage
box, with trick openings. This group is
spnnsﬂrcd by Trans-Canada Pipe-
Jlines. ;

‘e Time After Time, whleh will aiso
manufacture and sell wall-mounted
clocks. This group is sponsored by the ,
Canada Corporate Consultants.

e Creative Novelties (sponsored h:,f
CIL), which will produce and sell gum-
ball dispensing machines. -

The Junior Achievers will run these
companies like regular businesses,
issuing shares; and manu!‘aclurmg.
marketing and selling their products,

Loca,” a,m is off to quick start

wnh the hnpﬂs of turnmg a prﬂflt
A few employees from each sponsor-
mg company will work with the Junior
ﬂ;hlevers and pmwde them wﬂh
vice '

Also lending suppurt is the Mar—.

kham Board of Trade, which will spon-
.sor awards for the lucal undertaking.

“We're very enthusiastic about the

program,’’ said:Doug Norman, the
Board of Trades llalsnn persnn fnr the
program. - -

_ . Products wnll be mnrketud for the -
Christmas season: and the Thornhill

- JA centre will be.open ‘every Tuesday
(from 7 tn 9:30 p.m.) for 26 wueks.
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