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- s ,;t ;‘We were criticized for not hiring en en-.: -

«-= ?B:r EILEEN ATEIHSG 5
«- gineer when we hired Itkétg- Ewasiuk,” said ' ;) i
|
3 |

g .the ‘chairman of Hsrkhens s H,rdre 5
t‘.:emuussteu.l}en\h McNabb, Eirstren!er e
“office in 1966 and was’elected to serve.on
“the Markham Public Utilities Commission 15

Wi tPUC}wtththeleteJuan' wheweneere« ;
SR and warden of York County, and veteran

5 politician Alma Welker, whowas meyeret‘ 2
:" ﬂl‘khalll. N i - oy 43

e ] e L we—  —— W e | m—

.}Heﬂebh:*!‘ﬂut he loo geet to us and
«there isnodoubtinour, tedsy thatwe - 2% |
msd\_ de the right decision.’y, .= 1+ - Ay fi
& ~ McNabb says the. eemm:ssteu. whteh to-. ‘t.‘.
de:r consists of the mayor and four elected -
- commissioners, has one scheduled meet-..- .

- ing a month with Mr. Ewasiuk, but plans

-..:"l- |.-1'

FEYNRTIN -

i

'-.F"‘-'

-l'.-tgﬁ' |

#
" W W

-E @8k 1. was the’ upstnrt ‘back then," says -

3 QAN bE. Bt turmed utalright. We de y feihe e WG
: i TN Eﬁﬂrgﬂlrﬂff tﬂse:urmed h.‘.-'. ¢ daily enttl[ttrsethr_til'i[:lllzulllttlt;:Il hesa:!d. se?{ettmes S
N > accldn d ed eenttuue telkmg“ four or five times aday,{f - 1% -
by _:ftfée qqan hes serv usly :..The eetnunsstens respenstht]mes in-* -
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s:rstetn as well as hydro.

i-~ - Today, as safety manager for Merhhsrn-";

t-,Hrdre Mr. Thomas oversees the worker

-l..-q.- :5afety program for more th an 120 staff em-.

pleyed by the utility.

:'Mr. Thomas started as a hnetnen snd._;'_-_r
t-,.swerked his way up to general superinten- '

{ sdent before being named safety officer.

‘_ ‘In the early days, PUC outside em-
,*tpleyees were on call ““anytime’” 24 hours a = |8
rday, seven days a week, Mr. Thomas said  Bg

$¥in a recent interview.
o

I'r"-rntd-se'.renttes when snow and wind com-
htned tul:;*fllu g roads in the area. Partsofa* :

® new subdivision east of Wootten Way had

: j"‘leesl crews could restore power.

It seems that the electrically heeted

-hernes were requiring too much power and

etu-er:,r time the erews tried to restore pow-
er1 a main fuse would blow again. .

:snew on Hwy. 7 east of Wootten Way was
-‘“at least four feet deep.”” To solve the prob-
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| s<'until power could be restored. .
e “It‘s part of the job — that you answer
“the calls,” Mr. Thomas said of the incident.

When Arneld Thetnss Jetned the Mer—.'-
ithstu Public Utilities Commission (PUC) .
- uu 1964, the utility had four outside em- -
;- pleyees, two trucks and serviced the water -

1+ He recalls'a spring snuw Stotm 1o the's:

.The PUC staff was hampered heeeuse_
ir Mr. Thomas had only a small crew to help
“him during a holiday period. He said that _

lem PUC employees went door-to-door to -
" tell residents to turn their heaters dewn :

ok

ﬂthEll‘ hydro cut off ‘‘for sometime" before. - | ;::-:;‘-;"

£t ““ARNOLD THOMAS ~
g \?etereu Hydro empie}ree

grewn ehtldren — two boys and a girl; nnd

. seven grendehlldreu They hsre been mar-

‘ried for 33.years. _
In hisspare ttme Mr. Themss en;eys the

McNabb hadw :
. for six years. He joined them straight from

When he first ran: es eetutmss:euer.
qlﬂurked for North York Hydro . -
‘school and worked as a meter installerand
service’ lineman. By the age of 22 he was
-running -his own’ service crew and hed
leamed a great deal about hydro.. ..
‘In" 1965 he started .construction of the

" house he still lives in, on Church St. in' Mar-
-~ kham, and. became annoyed with the .

PUC's service entrance regulettens._
“They were archaic,” he says. .-

When he voiced his complaints to f nends
in Markham they suggested he run es h}"d-
ro commissioner, "~
. Mr. McNabb’ ssrs when he gets snuuyed
with anything, he likes to get involved and -~

make changes whenever possible so, after .

careful consideration, he decided to Tun.

He said it was a good opportunity forhimto ™

contribute the ettperttse he hsd gstned at :
Nerth York Hydro. : -

" The system needed tetel re-hutldutg. he
ssid Everything was in poor condition,
eItttest falling apart. The overhead system -
“in the old Town needed replacing, the

_ transformers needed updating,-the con- -

"ductors were inadequate for the load and
" there:was no back-up. If the feeder from
" Ontario H:rdre went dewtt the whtﬂe tewn
_wss out.

It was. eustmg more te metntsm thnn it
weuld cost to change,’’ said McNabb.

The commission and the general mana-
ger of the utility, David McVie, started Te-

| " building the system,

. “‘It'took a long time to get it in shepe,
.. said MeNabb. "But by the time Merkhent
H:,rdre took over, it was second to none.’

He said Markham PUC only had one line
truek when he first served on the commis-
sion. ““The brakes didn't work well and the
steering was shot.. We had a tractor that :
was a museum piece but we euuldn‘t af [erd
to fix it or to buy a new.one.” . .

Today Markham Hydre has the futest
equipment, including bucket irucks, cars

DON McNABB -
Sertred fer 17 _reers

r w0
.

A study team was formed consisting: of
four commissioners, four regional council-

_lors, two union representatives the chair- ;-
"man of the region and resource staff from
Ontario Hydro and various other utilities.

‘They began gathering information and

preparing recommendations. McNabb
- was one of the four commissioners.. :-

The team’s final report to the Minister et

- Energy recommended municipal hydro
. systems for Newmarket, Aurora, Rich-
- mond Hill, Vaughan and Markham and
‘ ‘suggested that the rural areas of Georgina, .
- East Gwillimbury and King would be bet-
- ter served as-a regional power district
under the operation of Ontario Hydro. -

‘Bill 66 was prepared, forming the new

-s_tfstetns just as the study team had recom- -.-
- mended. It took effect Jan. 1, 1979.

The commission hired Rsy Ewes:uk to

- be Markham Hydro’s first General Mana-

ger in October 1978 snd the take-over was

+ ing
-: mskmg dee1siens regsrdmg wsges and he :

... stay self-contained.”, iR

' ernment te prepere mfermst.ten on muni- -
. cipal versus regional utility systems.

- now is to do the best job

elude accepting recommendations; for.
..equipment, approving purchases, ttppretf-
e hiring of senior staff members and.

't

neﬂts. : gl ;‘:'l i
The_r ere a pehey hedy snd are eenstsnt-

| ly reviewing and changing policies-in‘an . 7
effort to improve the system,.said

McNabb. They also represent Markham in
. district and provincial meetings.". e

McNabb sérved on the District Feure -
-ecutive of the Ontario Municipal Eleetneel
- Association,. as vice-president, prestdeet

- and is now its past president. He said’ the
- ‘association provides contact with senior
- people in Ontario-Hydro,. lesders in the
. electrical field throughout the prutrtnee

‘and tustters from all over North emenes

" _"Hydre is 50 t:ug neui* » he said, *“thst we

must know wh at is goingonin other areas.
Markham is grewtng rspidly end jcan’t

‘McNabb is now a. 33~3resr ueterstt at

North York Hydro: He is an industrial ser-

vice co-ordinator, advising mdustry on

‘electrical ser-.rtees-

-McNabb's wife Fren isa reeepttumst for
Drt Wayne Auyeung of Markham.: They
have two children, Kevin., 24, who is a-

police officer with York Regtensl Police,

.'and Kelly, 21, a third year edueettuu stu-
dettt at Breek University.
-McNabb is a one-time prestdent ef Msr-_.

: kham Boy Scouts, he hasbeena member of
the Lions and Masons and he served on the
initial board that put the.-Thornhill Com-
“"munity Centre eemple:t together. .. .
~.+He was also chairman of the hterkhsm
- 'Centennial Board, which put together the
- pool and fitness institute: eumplex and su-

.pervised the arena..
~“When he has time left over, M eN ebh says
he loves to go to the’ eettege or just uutter-
‘around the huuse and garden, -
He said the prime thin %]m his heart rtght
e can as a hydro
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1'1: ‘:"-‘N“ matter when they are, winter or  gutdoors with cross-country skiing in the and many other.small vehicles. - accomplished with a minimum number of . commissioner. .
o l: summer.” winter and fishing in the warmer months.  McNabb said when regional gevernment " hitches, said McNabb. He credits the =~ "I want Mer]:thern Hydre to be number
{3 I AS gregth came to Markham, the h?fdm 'He also enjoys travelling, and restoringold ~ was created, the Region of York's commis- - sme-ethtrenstuun toaninterested staffand one in Ontario,”” he said, ‘A hﬂﬂht hght
3. .:; I‘%}-‘;’;r{lhh {;h%;'ugfi :guligﬁpthiepPU G ehains euteutehtles then selling them. - sioners were advised by the Dnterte Gov- to ‘ht r. Eweslul‘-t‘s ergenttettensl shthttes -emettg utilities.” :
‘8 vi operated from an old house on Water 4 _
¢ E-t Street.-In 1965 Conlin Motors moved from '
i “$*>Main Street to Hwy. 7 and the PUC pureh- : 1 ro
o »=ased the building at the corner of Metnh . "
E‘ ﬁ.;-,ﬂtreet ‘and Ramona Blvd. : ot O R F ' ; s Rttt sie b _
o ﬁ /Healso was 1nvelredm1nstellst1en et,-' ,'“j 2 '-'.l"r‘.'-j't..f‘rf‘-d : e oty “u"“h B R sl edid o BRI S el T e D S L
1h sertuees to; setrerel lsrge “subdivisions:in- -~ "*By. EILEEN ATKINSDN sl opavi With the nppretrstet the’ Msrkhsm ‘Hyd- - ttensl Consultant . for-the World.Bank.1in -.
L

eludtng areassouthof Hwy.7 eastand west. .

--of Main-Street and the'large deretupment
*“'north of Hwy. 7.east of Main Street.
7 “Although outside contractors did. mueh

eet‘ the work, PUC crews ‘‘installed a lot of: -

’;sﬁthe plant eurselres,” Mr. Thomas said.
Mr. Thomas was appointed superinten-
¥ '“dent in 1968 and held.that position until’
; r’ﬂ Markham Hydro was formed in 1978, when -
’the took the title of general supertntende nt.

 In 1980 he was named se{et:.r officer, the.

: *t.- pes:ttun he currently holds."*

. ‘Although he has been in Markham tur tﬂ'

:,ree rs, Mr. Thomas’-hydro.experience
f...a- dates heek well over 30 years. A Nova Sco-

i2.tia native, he worked for Maritime Electric
{i:tn Fredrteten, New Erunswtek prter to
i- coming to Ontario in 1960. :
- After working fora numher of hydro con-
«“tractors, he- answered-an advertisement

ol .l..—...-.

; .monthly safety meetings for eperettunel
-+~ staff ‘and also eenduets t‘teld rtstts te
-  gpect safety wise.” - .©

= All hydro entpleyees more then 120 ut
“7:them, must take part in the safety program
~.becauise “‘we don’t-want our people to be -
re "metmed or disabled for life,”’ he said..-

+. .. He feels that most seetdents are eeused
: ﬂhy’ *“lapse of memory’’ on the part of em-
_¥.:ployees. However, stricter safety laws are

'* s'‘forcing. the construction industry to be
“more resnensthle t'er se{et}t,” Mr Themss

setd .

A restdeut of htsrl-thsm ter msny yesrs

_M r. Thomas and his wife Eileen have three . .
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- -and was 'hired by Markham PUC in'1964.
17 As safety officer, Mr. Thomas. heids :

Its Managerlal Staff and
Employees

on The Openlng of Your New
' FaC|I|t|es

From The Management and Staff g

:AM -RAN CO

.One of.the proudest- occupants: of Mer-

‘kham Hydro's new offices on Warden Ave.

~.is Raymond G. Ewasiuk; its General Men-;
- ager and chief administrator,-* .
Hehas gutded the utility fromits I;urth on
Jan. 1, 1979 to its coming of age with the
official epentug et tts new headquarters
thts week. -
‘Mr. Ewasiuk, 53, a native of Sesksteh

" ewan, was hired in 1978 by the Markham'

Hydre Commission just before Bill 66 came
into effect giving Markham its own muni-

“cipal utility service. The area had pre-

viously been served by Ontario Hydro and
the Merkhem Publle UttItttes Cetttmls-
- sion, -
It was his jeh to organize the new uttl.tty
snd his major responsibilities- included
negotiating the take-over of equipment and
other assets from Ontario Hydro, setting -
-.administrative policies, ass emhhng a stett
and housing the new utility.

It was one of the largest re-strueturmg
Juhs in Ontario. Markham Hydro took over

. more than 16,000 eustetners from Dntsrtu

Hydro: -

.e.t the outset Markham. H;rdre was
heused in one unit at 50 Bullock Drive.. It
" quickly, expanded to'two. uutts and then
several at 60 Bullock..

It eventually occupied all of 60 Bulleel-t
‘and still had equipment stored at the old
Public Utilities building on Main St. and in
the Town of Markham yards.

“It.was obvious that the growing lltlllly'

needed its own hutldtng to eperste et‘t:- 3

etettlI:'.ir g

-ro Commission, the'elected policy-setting .
‘body guvemtng the operation of Markham
‘Hydro, 33 acres of land on Warden Ave.,

'south of Highway 7, was purehssed and 3,

serviced and eenstruetteu began.-*

" The official opening this week will be the ¢

eulmtn ation of years of planning and meet-
‘ings involving Mr. Ewasiuk, the Hydro -
- Commissioners, senior staff and advisors.

Mr. Ewasiuk sees his biggest challenge
now in the continuing arbitration with .
Ontario Hydro over the transfer of assets,

“Almost $9 million is involved,’’ he says,
“and we don't agree with the ttgures sup-
plied by Ontario Hydro.”

The assets include overhead ltnes trans- .
formers and sub-stations.

Mr. Ewasiuk visualizes'total involve-. ..
ment with thls issue for at Ieest the next .
year.” =
" A major pru;eet currently under review

is the purchase and installation of a super-

visory control and data acquisition system

(SCADA), a computer assisted system cap- -

able of tseletmg electrical problems in the

field. It can do the switching necessary te

get customers back into service quickly.

"~ Mr. Ewasiuk said he would like to see the :
system msteiled at Markham Hydro. “~

Ray Ewasiuk came to Markham with a -

solid hydro background. He worked in the

financial dept. of Etobicoke Hydro (heis a
Certified General Accountant) and was’-
secretary end treesurer at Mtsstsseugs

Hydro.
For five years Ewsstult was an Iuterns-

-.-\.. .

Wsshtngtett D.C. and travelled extensive- "

ly in Africa, the Middle East and Far East

_advising on sewer,’ weter ‘and h:,rdre pro-- -

Jeets

Assistant General Manager at Sudbury

Hydro, where he rememed until moving to”**

Markham.

. “Mr. Ewasiuk and his wtfe Dereen heve"
two sons: Rick, 25 and Drew, 20. Rickis an
engineer and lives in Ceigery Drew werks_ N

in the stores at Vaughan Hydro.

-~ »When he is not working, Ewasiuk en,te:,rs R
", skiing — in Europe when it's possible sttd [
‘in the Barrie area when it's not. e :
* " He also has a personal project uesrtng-'. i -
o ntpletten. He hus written anovel —aspy - B8
mystery — that is almost ready for pub-’ R
- lication and shsuId he sueilshle h:.r the end B

- of the year.. L5

© Thea Brey. Mr. Ewestuk’s seeretery at
Markham Hydro, typed the maruscript

and she reports that it's'a good story. hut

‘will not.divulge the plot or title. -

* Ms. Bray, who has worked to Mr. Ewa- -
stuk for the past four years, also. worked for
.. him"14 years ago’at. Mississauga’ Hydro. -

" She says he is a good boss and easy towork -
“for...'*as long as yeu den't mess up too '

much.'
She snys the;.r are rery pleesed wtth th eir

‘new offices. Inter-departmental com-
- munications are easier, things generel]y,
.Zare running mere smoothly and it seemsas

" though everyone’s spirits have heen lt{ted
by the.new surreundtngs she said.”
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MARKHAM HYDRO
ELECTRIC COMMISSION
-~ ON THE OFFICIAL -
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