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took root
Ink -1sto’r1c
re31dence

By TO\I GREENHOUGH

*--'i'-

- nved ln Unrenwlle in October of. 19—19 The

population sign'on:Meadowbrook Lane:-

- .read "420. ‘At the shopping area-on No. 7’

- 7+ Highway (then dubbed Powersville, efter
.2 the developer),-1"went into" Blllmgsley (A
./ Pharmacy.and asked Mr. B whether the

r;_-_-;-_i?pepulnhen was still eerreet P e, 173

s tYes, it has not changed mueh since thet
3 "slgn was put up:a few 'years earlier,” he .

.7 "said. We chatted awhile and upon leaving I

‘told him that on;the morrow it would be .
- growing to ‘426, when the children and ﬂ“

= the: house ‘effects would be- -arriving. The "
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._:I-'-_':-; fDllDwmg dﬂ}’ Lhe Iargest Paﬂ‘klng CHSE WE _ ‘ g e

_had ever.seen was placed by winch ente the

‘frent lnwn ef our. new heme.

..~ Ahome was not easy to find ui those deys
'j{,- —with no rentals or high-rise flats avail- . EEESE_.
-able. However, our long.wait fer a. herne N :; i

had in one sense been fertunete
‘We: hed taken possession of ene ef the
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oldest handmade, brick heusee in the dis--" %

“trict — the engmal farm house in the area."-
It was the old Eckardt house'in the cul-de-"-

:sac along the No. 7, called Meadowbrook °
Lane ‘The previous tenants told us that the
. -approximate age of the “house in 1949 was'
127 years, meklng it lﬁl years old today."

It had - been built- b

¢ ,-,settler in our valleyand the town planner;:
. _surveying Markhamin 1794. It was the f:rst

town to be surveyed in'Upper Canada:

Phlll was a large man, over. six- feet

Ty w:th a fam:ly of-15 emldren_ He was a man
;i of varied skills — surveyor, skilled mecha-"
- ...nic, millwright, and a first-class carpen-

-7 ter. He-was.largely responsible for. au- . "experience of hnwngte stand in that corner-:
.-~ .- gmenting the earlier settlement of Umted
... Empire Loyalists, established by.Count
Lt :"-’F?iffizsi';ﬂﬂﬂtlﬂh gevernment egentm P hl' 2 thntehﬂd——newthle little old ledy,—bemg
- Y ladelpma. & o

'He recruited some. 60 grigmal German

% .- families. who were living in the Genosee

| “Valley, in the newly-created United States, -

- and arranged for them to be rafted up, the
“Don to German- Mills. History-seems to:: L

“show. these people were promised land by -

~ the first American government of the dey. -

“but weére later denied, perhaps as a repris-.
- al against George III of England’s use of .
.German mercenaries m thelr own- Wer ef

S ‘Independence in 1776.

‘In the late 195{}5 eur h:stcneal under—

: j-"1-‘ﬂ":?.t::u:u:ilng of the Eckardt family was given a
., personal  dimension.:We received a visit -

. - -

": from:Miss-Willa Eckardt, a great, great-:
- "granddaughter of James Eckardt.: Even _
-7~ though nearly. 80 years had elapsed since .
4 - she had lived in our. heuse, her memerles
'.',-*:-'_j;.;._“_,were stﬂl eleer. T

“James Eekardtv
o whe 'S fnther was: Phlllp Eckardt, the first -
£

u o 4

" H'L'r-'"l.m i’h--'"

b ol A ﬂ‘r J' ‘"-‘-"?’ F""I *’i’lﬂt_‘- .i-'
'I' ; . i e 'FP""

"‘"4* :.-1_ ,\- A

r.,“.neq.m : :.. o

L r i -
£ e g g i iy S .r-h-..-i.-r-m,-—.-.-.-.-_ i B
L e b '

#

- . - £ = o
= - . ahp - - L - L T T |
. F e g m ot R the o % i v wd .-J o X

e .
a T B
L A 5 5 "'-._-

- TR

%5 The Eckardt house was cne cf the fll’St farmheuses m thIS area

!“Yes we hed twe leng bedreems then
‘one down each side of the heuse frentlng
the whole length and back— six beys one.’

. side, six girls the other. Father and mether
slept downstairs where your fu:epleee 1S,

We had our clothes, pegs fastened to the -
“main hardwood beams under the. eaves to-:

hnng our clothes at night.”’ She was dEll ght-

ed to see themstill there. .

She stood qnletiz,r in a eerner nf our new”

hey window,: thinking aloud, reliving .the &

.as a very-little girl for some minor trans-.:
. gression, now forgotten. We felt sorry for

- conscious of etnndlng on hlSl’.ﬂI‘}' edeerstep
w:th her, 7.~ % .

She rememhered the eld leg enbm thet
was still standing at the back, with'theold -
pot-bellied Germen stove for heeung, well-:
steked on wild winter evenings. It was tsed -
“.to cook breakia st for the odd tra veller who -
-let themselves in with'the loose latch.-
-string.-It was a ‘well-known night stopover -
fﬁr té'avellers sueh bemg the hesplteht}' ef
t ay... : el TERT il

.ﬂ-

In 1949 when we errwed in Unlenulle we
never realized the history behind the heuse
‘we were.to call home, Today, we can‘all -
share the memories. For example, a walk
.to the Lutheran Unionville Cemetary, just -
- north of the village; will reveal the graveof :

- Philip. Eckardt. If, you have.the. ehence.._

take tlme te pey hnm hemege. [

er: to

By JOANNE HENEY

shrubs for.our Agincourt home.:

- AS we pessed the “Weleeme to Unrenvll--

- le” sign'and approached Hwy. 7 along Ken-

ned}' Road, we wondered why there were. -
so many cars and people congested into the
emell area. Qur curiosity won out and we

~.parked the car and decided to investigate.
;What could be bringing so: many peeple
here on such a hot summer’s day?, .

Welkmg north along Kennedy, "Road k]
semethmg very strange hnppened Snd-; |
we felt like we had just jumped outof .
- a time machine somewhere in the 18th Cen- -

denly,

i.ur;;.r Where were we? The old homes,-and

the quaint little antique shops all reflected.
~an era'that’somehow conjured up long for-:
~gotten-memories of my Grandmother’s -
-stories of when she.was young.'But whet.f

were all of these people doing here?..

"We strolled on past the craft booths dle:- |
playlng handmade quilts and stuffed anim-_

els sewn ln brlghtl}r eelered pelkn-det nnd

,0cal f1rm

J—-

~-honored

"ThIS yeer the ’Unmnwlle Festwnl
Cemmlttee wnshes to honor one of the ™

lrlve in t;_ﬁe country
led ‘

nionville

eheekered matenels ‘and past ledles sell-- :

Itwasa bright and: sunny June Seturde .. ;- ingblueberry cheesecakes and bottled pre-

- We felt like a nice drive in the country nnd |
‘thought we'd stop in at one of the niuirseries -
-along the way to buy some small lrees and -

-serves. In;the distance, we could. henr a. o
~band ‘playing: bluegrese and the smell of =
" fresh popcorn end sizzling bacon onabun
_~.floated in the air; We couldn’t help noticing ... @
- the heppy end frlendly feees on the peeple s

. passing by. . A
- We turned te seea herse nnd bugg trot-

tlng down the centre of the road, the driver .

-in'a black top hat and white slnrt nodding -
.. to the crowd. A'small child glggled gleeful- -
.1y at assilly clown passing out fruit candies . -
..-and hugs, as an elderly eeuple seuntered :
".along, arm in arm;: . *::. i

- We. spent a lovely- aiterneon brewsmg
‘_threugh the shops and booths, testing va- "
- rious baked goodies and heeemmg caught- -
up in this wa rmly umque plnee we had Just'f .
dlseevered |

This was eur f:rst Umenvllle Festwnlr"

~“and the memory is’ ‘rekindled year “ﬂe"-‘f

year by thls ennuel event

- Umenw!le has .been eur heme for the -

2 pest five years now, but we'll never forget - |
‘that special day. when we were drawn here - ;
by the quaint, hlsterleelatmesphere ef our= <.
;'-;.g.levely smell lewn s s -

Park concerts ,
.return thls year

-
L -

Startmg Sundey, June 19 end con- T. |
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‘-l:nulng every Sunday. thrcugheut the
--summer, there will be-a series of con- -
s al, Gerry Smith and the employees of  '|. - certs held at Crosby Parkin Unionville. "
G 'M::Smith, supplied trallers and ".;: .The concerts will take place from7:30 ..,
+floats for the ‘annual parade.s. - i 1'2to 9 p.m. weather permlttmg The sche- .
=+ Their partze:pat:en grew as: thﬁ fﬁs'-' duled performers for June 19 are mem-. . §
o) tival expanded and Mr: Sn'nth ‘gener-, - T_:_-_1;,‘:;.1-5 of the" Markhem D:strlet ngh e
1 _ously provided his company’s yard to_: ;----Seheel Ceneert Band T
& “marshal the merensmg numher ef de- G52 _ Pt gt
eereted floats.’ | e
<Every year since 1969 Mr Smlth nnd
.....5 hre ‘employees-have continued .to
.:. ~accommodate us as well as augment’”
YA ‘the paradé by entering his own.collec-

N erigmel sponsors of the Unionville Fes- .
i utWﬂl -Early in the history of the festiv- -
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" tion of antique tractors and trucks, .| -f - F s
Vlsit our displag in frcnt ef lhe Aeem durlng :

“which remain’ on’ dlsplay dur:ng the_’nﬁ
Festwal Days. .. ‘ k “th U :
-To hlgllllght our nppreetntlen fer his ’-.-_.‘ % "]"““ ¢ "-5“‘-’3' f‘"’ a d“““’“*"a“““ |
pertluélpntmn and’ nlsie:etinee the Fes--] ‘f i TS --::;;- '-'
“ tival Commiittee will make a presenta- : i I
~-tion honoring. hlS work and that of his | WI[LQ{SEEI?EO%%ERT:}E%N 5R7 : r =Y
empleyees at 4 p.m. Saturday, Juned, | §.: - TEL 221 1499 el
gl the Un:enwlle Pest Ofl‘lee en Maln 1) . oA S AN S KL
treet.” e e DR e R ‘ ' '
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G M Smlth L!;t_l hae made'a major eentril:gutien tc the Unlenville Festival ever the
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