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Gnrdun Ness of the legal firm of Button,
Armstrung and -Ness2 has been'elected - :they, receive.’”

. - president of the York Region Law Society’ f:*

>« for 1983. He refers tolaw as “an hunnrahle ‘{50 many graduates each year.” i S
+ He ‘explained professional cumpelence -t AR information and puhlu: relation’ r:amu 7
a.lg:n has also been started to inform stu- z

‘under established lawyers, as was - Hdents thatthereamfewjnbsavaﬂahle Mr.”.
lz:aui:tmua]ly the practice; Now, Jaw firms * Ness said 65 per-cent of this year’s and 25*
', are being opened by graduates who ‘'have - per cent of last year’s gra

‘found work in their chosen field. 'It" S un-_;

a.tmnst half of Ontario’s !aw:rers have he«en ‘fortunate for the kids who have gone* E
- through,'* he said. “Ther have a nght tn be.

-.i"l-

profession that's in real danger.”. -3,

: '.,. s f'rne biggest- problem,: he explained, :s w:ﬂbeeffected because graduates are not ;.

"% there are too many lawyers and too many,:

" students graduating each-year. ‘It’s un- £
‘. Ialr to them, (the graduates), and to us.!” -

mxlmate 100 of the 186 lawyers m “no where else to go,”: he said, citing that -

- YﬂrlI(

ties.

Region' belﬂng to:the assnmahun

Their fees pay for such’services as a lib-_ -

.- rary and lounge at the Hewmarket court
- which Mr. Ness said is “‘very expensive.".

He said he considers it “unprufessmnal"

Mr. ﬂess smd lhe Excess of !awyers in
Ontario is increasing the ‘“‘unprofessional
attitude'. He said he was one of 300 Ontario

2 'f;”

..students that graduated from the Bar
admissions course in 1968. At that time

there wereb mﬂlawyers in Dnlanu one Inr

every 1,100 people.

Smr:e 1976, there have been 1, 000 stu-
dents graduate from the five Ontario law
schools each year. In 1981, there were

14,000 Ontario lawyers, or one for every 550
pmple. :

. He said private practme has been “glut-
ted” and lawyers have had to cut their fees
to attract clients, therefore, rates have
been “‘almost frnzen for several vears."" -

‘‘Most people think being a lawyer is a
licence to make money.,"” he said, *‘but it's
not.’”” He said lawayers, especially those in

small firms, are “finding it as difficult as
_ anyone else.” '

He said the.public will pruhahly
approach this problem by saying “nuts to

ev.-entua]ly ef.fect the standard of service.-: benchers’e e:ted should be in favor of the =
. concept’so numbers won't be left ent:re!y=
to the schools; as they have been En.umgﬁ

_p.ﬂ'-:. "."- ¥
:T" T -...-' ll'lr""""hl -I'

pracucmg only five years. . /7 5

-. Another possible danger | Inr the meES-
smn and public is.government interven-
tion. “If the lawyers can’t get their act

for the other 86 lawyers not to contribute ‘together, the government m]l make sure

' financially when they also use the facﬂt they do,”’ Mr. Ness explaine

. Mr. Ness sees the upcummg e!e«etmn ui
the* 40 members who will form the Law
Society of Upper Canada, ‘benchers’, asa -

. way to begin solving the problem. The

presmlents of the county and dlstni:t law

associations have formed a group to deal -
with the concerns and *'have hea:ume ver:.'
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‘People are still ob
ood service; but it can't last forever. w:th *r up

.vocal,” he explained.".

The presidents recently sent uut a ques-
tionnaire to all the bencher candidates
asking them several questions, including
how they would handle the *numbers prob- "
lem.". There has also been lobbying and
campaigning to rid thg society of the ben-
chers who are ‘‘complacent” and replace
them with those who are a‘*little more
firey and willing to go publie."’ - :

He said in the past the Law S{!EIEI-}' of
Upper Canada has avoided being ‘“‘the
ogre’’ and turning people away after nine
years of school, so there has been *‘little

- failure™ in the Bar admissions course.
Although Mr. Ness doesn't fully agree with
the concept of limiting the number of
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AIR CONDITIONER
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| - @ Rely on us. Your purchase is backed by the Eaton.

- 7442190

fﬂr an in- hﬂme esn mate w;thﬂut_ c_abhgatmn

,J
- e
- %

P . 1...'I

.._1.--
S |

b '
=, T

& 'I
"

Guarantee Gt}t}ds Sallifadﬂqf or Munc}r Refunded'.:_ 1
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Insummerit acts asacentral cooling system. In winter-
it helps.warm your home and save on costly healing
hIIIE {Refngerant hne and installation extra.) (420)
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.. Mr. Ness said cummuiiicaliun with" lhE
_government and law schools is necessary
rand thinks the campaign will he help[ul in, o

. ,1._ ey

“The ‘Ontario’ Lawyers Assuclatiﬂn was :
. formed last fall to help solicitors lobby the - |
government and the Law, Society and pro-
~tect their interests. Although the Law Soci-
ety was originally. formed to promote the -
standing of lawyersaswell astoprotectthe :
public, Mr. Ness-said it has haen tvery-:
unwilling” to do'this. He said it is- “natu—- :
ral”’ forthe society to emphasize theirrolé *
as public’ protector because .they dcm t:
want to look like a *'clique.” - {

The Ontario Lawyers" Association’ has

approximately 1,000 members at-the | pre-

. 'sent time and Mr. Ness said it should be in .
- *full swing”’ by this fall. Hesaldthesnmet}' '
will help lawyers b;.' bringing their pmh—
lems to the public’s attention.. - "

- Mr. Néss said the prufessmn i “a \rery -
traditional one'" and some of this tradition
needs to be retained to ensure law stays a .
prntessmn and does not becomea husmess..- 5
“I'm.very proud of the profession,” he
’san:l “hut I d hkﬂ to be prﬂuder."_ :
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*:Two Stouffville girls, Charmaine - - memher of Stnufﬁrﬂle I ‘5iid Meluny
. Lintner (left) and Melony. Minz, re-. he!ungs to Stouffville 1I. To win a :
. ceived their 4-H County Honors’ Ih--' " County Honors’ Certificate, a particb- gl
- plomas at a York South Achievement - - pant must cumplete four prujectm ke
.. Day, April 30 in Victoria :Square : ¥ g
" Community Hall.:Charmaine is'a’ T I:tJim.Thnmas 5
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