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At 27 years uld, Mark Cullen uversees uperahun of ﬂ\fe
Weall and Cullen outlets in the Metro Toronto area. - =

Shoppers are -
sharper today,

- — Jackie Ste-m'er

Cullen insists -

By J ACKIE STEFFLER

The recessmn has- n:hanged
people —they're smarter shop-
pers, says Mark Cullen, gener- .
al manager of the \veall and-
Cullen Nurseries Ltd. :

But the 27-year-old, adds that
nursery-and gardm centres -
must keep pace witlr the new
consumer demands. He started :
nmmng the famlw business in
1979.

His f ath er, Len Gullen, estab-
lished the business in 1947. “It
started with a-family-like im-
age,’” says today's manager.:
“Dad always made himself
available to people, and I've in-
herited that philosophy — in-
tegnt;.r continues to exist.”" -

Mr. Cullen’s duties include
co-ordinating the five garden
centres, as well as visiting the
business’ 150-acre.tarm In
Brooklyn, north of Whitby. He

operates from the Markham

office on Steeles Ave. at Ken-
nedy Rd.

“Peuple k.nuw mnre now than
theyusedto,” Mr. Cullennotes.
“Therc was a time in the early
"70s ‘when gardening was com-
ing into its own, and you'd just,
have to have:the product and
the means uf gettmg 11 to the
cﬂnsumer

Reahzmg that ”penple are
hungry for information — 1

‘know this from my newslet-

ter”’, he approached produc-
tion manager and falk show

host Jim Kidd at CKEY: radio,
and . suggested a gardening
program. _ .

Every ¥riday, betwee:: 11
a.m..and noon, the Unionville’
resident becomes a radio per-

’_,._,._.. ot

‘.l" -

's0 !’tﬂlll‘.}' an-:l an swers qu estmnw
from the many callers..

~ “The phone-in response has -

i, " '\...

‘beén ‘most encouraging,’” he .

says. “‘And if I don't know the -

answer to a particular ques-

tion, I'll make sure:I hzwe fﬂr '

the [nl[uwu.g week."
- As fordistributing prmted in-

fnrmatmn ‘Mr. Cullen pro-"-.

duces a newsletler about 10

- times a year and.sends'it to
- 36,000 people. ‘Also, five years
ago, most nurseriesdidn’t have

the cate!ugues they now do," he 5

adds.
In dd-ﬂitiﬂﬂ, acmrdin’g to Mr.

Cullen, his company is the only

one in the Toronto area to boast

a lath house, an open area for.

shrubs and trees with a roof of
wood slats, covered by plastic.

The lath house carries tear
sheets — pieces of paper _wnth
written plant care instructions.

Mr. Cullen estimates that 76

per cent of the homeowners, at
least inthis area, do gardening.

‘““Ten years ago, gardening
was the most popular pas-
time," _he notes. Now_it’s

second. Spectator sports.on -

.television are first."" -
Thereis atrend toward home

improvement in general, Mr. -

Cullen adds. Forinstance, even
-he and his wife Mary are plan-
ning to build a greenhuusﬂ this
summer. .

Meanwhile, his father Len i 15
building Cullen Country Barns
‘behind the Steeles Ave. centre.
“They’ll be the largest barns in
Ontario—maybeeveninCana-
da,” says the younger Cullen.

The structures will feature '

stores and anhques frnm old
Ontario.
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Wurking up the suil is an Important part nf gardeuing and
can make all the difference in the wnrld in cumhaling weeds
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: Increasa the 1.-‘alue of_your hl::-me and your fiving area by ;
-addmg a wooden patio deck. Build the deck of your choice - .
- and select from packages of all spruce, all cedar, or .
" pressure treated lumber. Lansing's knowledgeablestaff can .
- help you with any.questions you may have on deck cnn--'
- struction. ° Steps, nails, hardware s:}nu:ubes sakrete pmnt
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LANSING has the SELECT[DN

PRESSURE TREATED TIES
: WESTEHN LﬂﬂSlﬂg StOGRS _
RED CEDAR pressure treated : 3y x 5" x 8-t -
BN A N = : SUPER TIES-PINE ; B
The natural beauty of the | . : :
colour, grain and texture of this | :3 . : : ;
quality fumber enhances any g 4 x 4" x B-ft 75
EEng INUJEC. ' k : CHAMFER EDGE PINE o
§ | PRICED PER LINEAL FT. ! =
e KNOTTY _ T T 50
. . RUFF SAWN i B .. ROUGH POPLAR MINI TIES each | .
Attractive textured suriac:g_ Lahatled Lumber e 89
impmves appearance an 6' x 8" x 8-t
GUARANTEED SRRk TiES, 142

FOR 30 YEAHS . Nominal sizes shown for all lumber. Available in Iength"s to 16-ft.. "

1 R 4" 2 3 3" green cnlnured “‘Dﬂd is not E“"ie Longer lengths, in some dimensions available at higher prices.

|- 1"x6" = _ : Loy '
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| 51'; f_',:':,. .
| 1" x 8"
DRESSED 4 SIDES A 5 ;
| 41‘7 R\ Hzrfe/
1" x 6" el Rk O 7 ‘ g
¢ I e
o 2% 4" 45 | F | - NN 3-'}2‘ e
o ¢ N oumoon TURF |-
o x' 6 7 Pnced per Iineai fml ; GHEEN .CGCGAII'AN | A

199 /199

Looks and Inﬂlﬂ:knmmqmsﬁ ﬁnr;u:tnru
coverage lor patios, decks and balu:u:
nies, Full 13 oz. weight. Availablain 6

and 12" widths.

NEW! DYNA BFHI{ TUHF

Exciting now carpeling
1 99

looks like brick! Hard
el

o 30F +re 36° + BT
5731: 2210409 s “'760

FENCE BOARDSFHE;;:EFJ,;W |
51t. 149 6-ft. 179

vie 9D’
270" 123 I
165 ,
91" |

20 x 12"

wearing and casy lo
clean., Use inside and
- outside.

; 4" x 4"




