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Dcar Editor:

", We are Americans.who have
-made our home in Latin America for -
-seven years. Lately, we are seeing -

-much distorted news about the -

Americas coming out of the U.S. and -

‘§ ~would like to set the record stra:ght o &

for Tribune readers. < -

When we first mcved to Costa Rica
'bag, baggage, grandmother, teena-
- gers and pets, we spoke no Spanish
-and knew little about the country.-
- But soon, our rural neighbors

accepted us and graciously taught us-
-their language, culture, and how a

city—bred family could enjoy ranch
- life in a’foreign land. Truly; our de-

lightful advcnturcc there mcnt a

-book, at least.

-~ My husband’s lcvc for thc sea
(Pearl Harbor survivor, retired:
Navy), prompted a further move two
years ago, to Colombia’s Caribbean
coast. We found a lovely, old coconut
plantation on the Pan American
Highway near Santa Marta, the old-
est (457 years), most faccmatmg city
in all of the Americas. '

Imagine green palms waving in

‘| gentle ocean breezes, blue sea and

sky, pounding surf and golden sand

" and, towering 19,000 feet over all and

j'sncw—cappcd the year round,

majestic Mount Columbus. We feel

we have much...incomparable beau-
“ty, fine nclghhcrs perfect climate, a

a satisfying—low cost of hiving.

. Like" Cclcmhus we discovered a
new frontier, with a vast potential
. and, being human are driven to tell
; cthcrs about our dream come-true. If
-you are interested in the future of the
“Americas... and the Birds...write us
‘| : by International air mail (35 cents a
1 haIf——cuncc} at Post Office Box 5222,
Santa Marta, Colombia. It may take |
‘a whllc but we prcmlcc to answer.

-Now, from: beautiful Santa Marta,
: w_c wish you salud (health), pcsctac
‘(wealth), amor (love) and the time to -
enjoy them ‘all. - 3

Sincerely, -
‘Juanita Bird
(Mrs. Lewis Bird)
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Year ends on sour note

Fcr Canada and thcusands of {Janadlans
1932 was not a good year---high inflation,
high unemployment and high interest rates
kept the country in a state constant chaos

with workers unsure ”whc would be ncxt”’

_cn the pink slip list.:

Twclvc months agc we predicted an up-
-turn in the economy, something we didn’t
see. However, recovery signs (of sorts) are
now appearing on the horizon- -the cost of

living 1s levelling off and interest rates are

down. Unemployment remains our most
pressing problem.

~ Here in Whitchurch-Stouffville, it was a
positive council that accomplished much.
The Town's Official Plan was approved; the
firehall was enlarged and a new tanker-
pumper truck was purchased; land was ac-
‘quired to accommodate a prcposcd recrea-
tion complex; the Dulverton subdivision

"agreement was signed; Stouffville's sewage
dispusal plant was ecpanded to accommo-

date 8,000 people and scccral estate subdivi-

.sions were given the “‘green light”’ to pro-

ceed. There were other accomplishments as
well, most not as major in scope as the ones
just mentioned, -

- Unfortunately, the accolades this past
council deserves, suddenly went sour with
the realization “‘a deal” was in the works
that, if approved, would allow York Sanita-
tion to utilize the present landfill site, east of
Hwy. 48, another 2 E& to three years.

We'ré opposed to any extension of the June
30, 1983 deadline date as established by En-
vironment Minister Keith Norton. Mr Nor-
ton set it and the Town agreed to it. There
should be no backing down.

Because of this possibility, however, the
year ended on a sour note. Many pccplc are
ccnccrncd that the Town’s about to ‘“‘cave

Ain"" under pressure and frankly, so are we.

We'd be pleased if council proves us wrong.
Wc’ll all be wiser after Jan. 19.

‘Let police pay own way

Shculd thc chlcn of York absorb the cost |
of police trainees attcnc‘lmg college courses
at Aylmer? ' . :

" Do clnt':*mcntcr;'..F and scccndary schools pay
tcachcrs ‘way through universities? Do

.ministers obtain their dcgrccs at the ex-
. pense of churches? . . .

- Of course they don’ t cxccpt under very

: umquc circumstances.

¥ So why shouldn’t police officers foot their
--own bills? If this is the profession they de-
“'sire, then, like the teacher and the minister,

cach shculd meet the necessary c:rpense

A mam reason fcr lluc issue coming to the

- fore is the fact so many officers, once fully

trained; Icavc the areas where they were

4

1
4

destined to serve. Ycrl-: Hcglcn is no excep-
tion. This means that taxpayers here, are

covering the cost of training programs, only -

to have the graduate officer serve else-
where. The practice is grossly unl‘ air. -

While the Police Association may halk at
York’s withdrawl of the financial “‘free
ride”’, we don’t see they have an argument.

Like in so many things during these econo-.

m:r.:clhr troubled times,

“the hcncymccn is_
uver , Or chculd be. =L ol

J udge Dcnald Shcarcr Ycrl-: Pchcc Ccm- |

:' m:ssmn chairman, says he likes the conce pt
- of **pay your own way... He hmts however,’
that he may be old-fashioned.

- So are we, judge, so are we!”

i

L

i3 “Think, but don’t take it seriously.”

S1gn in a friend’s bathroom.

’Tis excellent advice I wculd say. Espe--
cially appropriate when one is reflecting on
thing’s past, and/or trying to project some.

sort of reasoning into the future. -
Is thclc really all that much sensein wcrh-

‘ing one’s self into hysteria, because one’s
favorite project - be it clear water, or a win-".

ning hockey team - seems to be the one and

‘only worthwhile endeavor at.the moment?

And, if other pccplc don’t realize it, it's

‘because they’re’selfish or ctupud or bes-

towed with some. other such epithet easily

. dismissed as a misquote when it hcunccs off
" “the printed page later on.

In the world of fanaticism, thc cause iIs

,.clways right. Ramming it dcwn the throats

of all and tawdry is even moreso. That there
should be no.tolerance for the views of
others, is as much a part of their credo, as is
the acceptance the Lcafs won twm evenin

practice.
So beit. Weareall a blt fanctlcal whcn we

feel that rejection has taken place cf therec-

_ognition so deservedly ours. -
We'll then go to any lengths to get the lat-

ter.Itisour feelings thatour paramount; our
sensibilities that are the only true sensibili-
ties: our missions that are thc cnhr wcrth-
whilc ones. | |
There are no two sides whcn we are wrap
ped up inour own fanfare; hostility, hate and
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My ca,uwse is alwajs rlght(")

pit? 'ccif plt}' are the luaurrcs we wallcw in to
--suppcrt us in our trcth :

The thmg is, we all need more. tolerance

‘where the ldcas ‘needs and concerns, of our. :
fellow man — yes, ladies, you're included —

are concerned, even if at the tlmc the right-
ness of what we are teaching; seems cn]y too
chvlcuc to us. e :

Y’cu know the kmd of thmg Grcups that

jump without much thought on the nearest .
so-called’ liberal bandwagon, such as the

universal laying down of arms, because, af-
ter all, who could argue agamst cuch pcacc-

'lcvmg gcsimcs’?

But hcw many.of these same people wculd £
rcmcvc the locks from the doors of their .

homes in dcfcrcncc to the ]ccal burglcrs‘?
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BY JIM IRVING '

Let them I.'r3r 11: tins wcckﬁcn{i ac c tcst of

-their faith when they’re off at the ski chalet.

Only, they shouldn’t forget tc take ail thc:r .
hcuschcld gccds wuh thcrn i,

Evcr}'thmg that is dcnc gc-nd had or im-
becilic, we bring on cu1cchrcs and it is im-
pcrtant we rcmcmhcr. thc c[fcct wc hc vc cn

“others.

In, thc bcck Scphlc S Ehmcc pcrhapc thc
best novel of thc past 25 years or more, there
is a short piece-where the l‘cllcwmg qucta-

-tion is recalled:‘‘At Auschwitz; where-was

God?"" And the rcpl:,* ccmcc hack “thrc

was man"”

Thmk chcut, it. : e
It mlght makc 1983 to cc:,r ncthmg cf 1984 :

55 ctc cas:cr to. bear.

Maintain dump deadhne date

¥

Dcar Edllcr

. I hope Fran Sufton and Ccmpan}r (Ccn
cerned Citizens’ Committee) will excuse my !
past disinterest in their cause. I'm not the

type cf person who becomes involved m_

causes, no matter how well- :ntcn{icd

Huwevcr this most recent cvcnt (exten-
sion c[ thc Iandflll site close- cut dctc] has_

prlckcd m}r ccnsc:cncc :l'm [ulI:,r in agrcc-
‘ment with the Citizens’ demand for the June
30 ‘deadline 1o be mamtamcd ~:10 dcals
whatsccvcr d d 5

I hope I sqcck for all msxdcntc,--_ ey
| - Sincerely,:

. Janet Melrose,
R.R. 2, Sicul‘i‘cillc.

“If I was the mayor....” .

BY COURTNEY WALLIS

What would I do if I was the Mayor?

I'd first take an oath, tc'prcmisc and
‘swear . .

To take care of my people, the cld and the

new

To give them a Mayor thcy cculd look up

to.

XXX XXX XXX XXX
I'd open my hot-line, each week for one
day
ﬁmd let the folks tell me what they had to
say.
I'd make sure my Ccuncll was one they'd
admire -
. And if they caused trouble, lhc}"d haveto

rctlrc-'
: XXX XXX XXX XXX

And when winter was over, with the com-
mg ofen my hct line, each wcck for one

. !md let the fclks tell me what they had to ”
say.
I'd make sure my Ccunc:l wasone l.hcy‘d
" admire
“And if they causcd trcuhic. thcr'd have to
. retire! . R

XXX XXX XXX XXX .
And whcn mntcr was over, mlh the com-

- gcf spring,
I'd hire a ir for thc Ham Su'cct, let .

everyone sing.

. The water’s an issue I'd surely tend to,

-With no co-operation, then I would sue.

XXX XXX XXX XXX
I'd open a centre for those wno keep fit,
_ ﬁlﬂ a club for old ladies, they do like to
it
I'd spend many dollars and give my right
arm - |
To finally silence that night fire alarm.

XXX XXX XXX XXX
g]'d I;:ut up new strcctllghtc toshineinthe
ar

When one wanted to take a late stroll in
the park.

- And when Dulverton came w:!h an aim
and a plan
I'd send them directly to Councillor Fran.

- XXX XXX XXX XXX

I'd visit each family, I'd know each by
name,
I'd make sure their pets were quiet and
tame.
I'd bring in new policemen, each’
‘'wreathed with a smile-

. I'd have big parades extending a mile.
“The

XXX XXX XXX XXX .
schools wculd bc clcan, pccr
.teachers put out, .

And business would find :t had prlcnt:,iIr of

clout.. '

The first of J ul:r, thcy’d never forget,

And non celebrants would deeply regret.

And people of Stouffville who pcllutc a
lot, :
Would firstly be followed and sccf.lnrnt:'ll:!.F
caught.

If newcomers came and felt ever so
strange,

A welcoming party, I would arrangc.

. #

XXX XXX XXX XXX

Eullc town would be lovely, a 51ghl to hc- 3
0 |
The élouds would be silver, lhc ctrccts-'
paved with gold.
! ﬁ.nd all of the citizens would be fully con- -
tent,
Thcy‘d rave of their town wherever lhcy_ :
went. |

XXX XXX XXX XXX

There would be full coverage of all of the v
news, :
By at least s:xtccn papers, the pccplc
cnuid choose. - .
There’d be recréation from winter tc fall
With cvcrycnc 'S trcuh!cs thc;r’d givc me.
acall.. , _

: XXX xxx XXX III T

So this is my platform I offer to you,

If I was your Mayor, I'd beloyal and l‘.ruc _
I’d handle the town with style and a flair,
What more could you ask of any Mayor?
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