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Editorials

-Keeping trustees honest

' Added to these .are - -insurance,

640-2100 @*

_ An attendance record for Board of
Education trustees? I guess so!
The motion, put forward by vice-
chairman Michael Neill at a meeting, Jan. 12,
should have received quick and unanimous

approval. Instead, several members arched

their backs’in nppos:hun questioning what
‘ultenur mnhv&s had prompted the move.
Mr. Neill, in reply, put it to them straight.
Too many times, he said, committee meetings
had been cuued only to have too few put in an
appearance. He felt (and so do we), that by

keeping track of who's present and who isn’t :
~ the unobliging ‘no-shows’ will tend to show up.
That a roll-call should be necessary is-

p&grettahie However, some adults, like

children, require reglmEntatmn to hring them N

into ime

. The more industrious trustees, whose
egos have been hurt by the move, can find
some solace in the fact that the marking of
attendance is not an unusual procedure. It's
practised from the lowest to.the highest ad-
ministrative bodies in the land. So why not
York County Board of Education? -

While we'd be the last to suggest that any
member is not giving full value to the

mumi:ipahty he or she is supposed to.

represent, it’s oh so easy to smipiy lip out of
sight on occasions, thinking pnes presence
will never be missed.

‘But it is, as Michael Neill’s Explanatmn
puinted out. Dnl:.r now, the trustees’ presence
will be missed by the electorate when the

attendance figures are tailied at the end of

each year.

Hldden ownershlp expenses

 Let’s face 1t—-—-hpusmg costs are soaring
beyond the reach of many Canadians. Now,
families are Leginning to explore alternatives

to the housinZ and mortgage tradition. Some

are purchasing , lower priced homes like
condominiums and townhouses. Others are
]mmng cp-pperatwes Many continue to rent.

It's indeed i‘nghtemng if one stops to think _
just what a home can cost apart from the

traditional ° principal,
sportation, energy (heat and electricity),

- maintenance and improvements and services

such as tgiephnne and water. _ :
When all these are cunsidered a $?ui:| pius

‘interest 'and  taxes."-
tran-

mpnﬂﬂ payment on a typical $70,000 house
haliunns into $1,600 worth of huusmg related
expenses. '

. Ecnnnmist Professor William Frisbee
feels one’s tntal housing expenses should

‘consume no more than 30 to 35 per cent of the

family’s disposable income (that's income

‘after taxes). Many house buyers, he explains,

run into trouble when their mortgage has to be

renegotiated and the interest has‘ jumped :

from 10 per cent to over fifteen. .

Professor Kathleen Brown advises would-

be buyers to pay close attention to financial

‘details. -Care in selecting a mortgage can

make hundreds of dollars difference over tiie
long term she says.

Throwmg up road blocks

e A suggestinn h:.r the Mimstr:,r of .
* Agriculture that the proposed move by Rennie:
‘Transport Limited to a site north of Stouffville
-and east of H

sprawl’, should not be taken seriously.

wy. 47 is.confributing to ‘urban
‘To our knowledge, the site in question

- hasn't produced a bushel of oats or.a bale of
. hay in the last twenty years. Nor. will it in the

nezit twenty, whether the iruckmg firm
locates there or not. !

g
i

Wmter haven for cross-country skiers

" Urban sprawi in' the Ministry’s
]udgement must be any extension of the

present built-up area. Woe betide - us. if
_Stuuifville s growth is tied to this policy.

As for Rennie Transport, the owner must

be wondering if it really: pa:.rs to “go by the. - year.
. book' when it comes

to seeking a site.

Prolonged delays imposed on legitimate firms
makes the operator of Stouffville’s unlicensed

pinbail parlor look like a saint.

Tralls---for snowmobliling, skilng,
walking or jogging. Vivian Forest In

Whitchurch-Stouffville has it all. In any - regulations.

ssason, the site is one of the most scenic

anywhere. Visitors are welcome providing

they adhere to certain rules and
JlrmHnIt

NEWSITEM-To check
attendance of York
County' trustees
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Sometimes I think I missed my calling. I
should have been a school teacher. It's'in my

- blood. My mother was and so was my sister

and an older brother. Through the process of
saturation, I come by the profession honestly.
It's not that I don’t enjoy the work I'm

'doing; I do—it’s my life. However, on -oc-

casions, 1 get the feeling there’s an- even
greater challenge out there in the. classroom,
imparting knowledge to an eager (?) group of
kids, all listening quietly (?) to every word
that's said. -

Far away fields look green, they say. Who

knows, maybe there's a teacher out there -

sumewhere who'd gladly trade places with’
me. If so, I'd have no objections to arranging
a quick switn:-h for a week, a month, mayhe a

That yuung thing, fresh out of university
and experiencing a bad case of mid-winter
blues, could take over as editor of this
newspaper and I, equally despondent, could
assume the duties of her class. -

While it's unlikely that either Inland

Publishing or the Yurk County Board would
sanction such a thing, in theory, at least, it

could prove an interesting experiment.
y | gee benefits (and pruhlems} on i.mth

mdes

Roamlng Around

A trlal teacher for a week

Viewpeini

“Come to order class and please raise your hands as | call your names”

The . teacher-turned-journalist, for.
example, could report in at nine instead of
8:15. She would rub elbows with all kinds of
interesting people—the mayor and members
of town council, the fire chief, police officers,
doctors, iaw:fers principals, folks from every
walk of life. She’d be able to see the results of
her endeavors every week instead of waiting

.:-fill: June:-And there'd be something:different
_to do every day; nothing boring about an

‘editor’s job.
Of course, she’d have to acquamt herself

" with the operation ﬂf a i:amer& an interesting

sideline.
There'd be hanquets to . attend,
graduations, sporting. events, sr:hp-ul

programs, church services, all sorts of things
to make life interesting.

Unfortunately, on - Mondays . and

" Tuesdays, she’d come prepared to work until

one and two in the morning. On a few oc-

- ‘casions too, she'd be compelled (through

dedication), to spring out.of bed before dawn
inresponse to a serious fire or accident. Since

- it's next to impossible to operate a camera

wearing gloves, frozen fingers are a common
hazard; ears too if, like me, she’s unac-
i:ustpmed to weanng a hat.

Invariahip, irate callers vent their anger

Just before last year went its harried
way, I covered a little session one morning at

. Orchard Park Public School, at which a gruup

of parents discussed discipline

Was there too much? Too little? Wasita -
, or a bad thing? Was it the -

good thing
responsibility of the schools? - Was junior

better off for it or worse? Were the teachers
better off for being able to wield the strap, for
example, in between telling the kids how

many beans make five? Did the schools even

have the right to administer cnrpnrai punish-

ment?
The parents all women, except fur one

two, if you count the school principal and

arbitra tor, John Hincks - were both intelligent
and cnncerned They recognized the im-
portance of discipline in moulding young
characters, but they also recognized the
importance of seeing that it was administered
with reason, and not just handed out in Ausch-
witz fashion. That, of course, bruu.ght the
business of strapping to the fore.

" Thestrap to tender young palms, canbea
devestating thing. Do irate, and, as I recall
my early teachers, spmetimes highly-
neurotic adults, have any right to inflict their

neuroses in the form pi' niysical punishment
on their charges? -

The parents didn’t put it that way, but
perhaps they thought it. The matter never
was resolved. However, the two most out-
spoken people there, both of Eurupeau origin,
iairured discipline in all forms. The feeling
was they never could be harmed by anything
so routine as a strap.

That is often how we assess things, We-

look back on our own experiences and make
them the norm for- all that follows. What's
sauce for the gooss, we feel, should work out

‘there in Gnnder. Which could be both good

and bad. -
Loukms back on my own checkered

childhood, in which I suppose you could say I

was an equal combination of inhibitions and

outgoingness, I know I thnruu,ghly resented
getting the strap at school.

Ed__ltor’s Mail 4
"Recreation
dn'ector

Dear Mr. Thomas:
Two

editorial, advocated the setting up of an

the terminology correctly, ‘“would make

years ago, The Tribune, in an |

Events Committee in Town that, if I recall |

things happen” in Whitchurch-Stouffville.

Huwever I gather, no one took your
paper’s advice.

Why not? I feel a five-person group of
dedicated, community-minded volunteers
could prganize all sorts of interesting ac-
tiviles here— sgquare dances, euchre
parties, inter-town bowling and tennis
tournaments, band concerts, box socials,
country and western shows, 'the iist could
go on and on.

Team sports like hnckey, snfiha]i and
soccer are fine. However, I'm sure there
are many who'd like to get involved in
more passive forms of recreation like those
I've mentioned above.

Maybe what I'm really saying is - WE
NEED A RECREATION DIRECTOR.

With a recreational leader, the rest

(hopefully) would follow.

Sincerely,

PERCY HILL,
Elm Road,

Stouftville.

The proposal, at the time, made sense. *

.could mean she’ll be seeing

on Thursdays. She’d have to expect that.
Usually, it’s because Johnny not Tommy
scored the winning goal in Atom House
League. He also,picked up two assists the
week before, for which he received no credit.
It's Mrs. MeGﬂhrzudﬂy who's in the hospital,
not Mr., and besides, Mr. McGillicuddy’s been
dead for fifteen years. She'd have to try and

explain that it was.a: t;rpe-setters error and

accept the fact that the ominous ‘click’ at the
other end means she’s talking to herself.
“You'll be hearing from my lawyer”,
the mmplainant
in court; not a pleasant situation even if she

knows she’s right. She may have to prove it. -

These difficulties, minor though they may

seemn, will tend to keep the .teacher-turned-
2 i'-.idltﬂl‘ on her toes. ;

But by comparison, my rule as editor-
turned-teacher should be a cinch. A pre-
arranged course of- study, quiet kids, co-
operative parents, an understanding pnn-
cipal, two weeks off at Christmas, winter

. ‘break’ in March, two months hnlida:,rs each

summer, in at 8: 15 home at 4:30; sounds too
good to be true. .
And it is.
* Still the offer stands, It could be a Iear-

ning expenenee fnr both of us.

.The strap only makes him brood on his

L

Strapplng is humlllatmg

Blem Irving

Itwasn t the physical anguish so much, as
it was the mental. Strapping, to me, was a
personal thing..Being strapped at home was
bad enough, but it was a family prerogative.
It was not the prerogative of some angry, thin-
lipped spinster - the term is not a derogatory
one, it was a fact of life then, and employing a
euphemism would not alter it any - her hair
gathered in a fist-like knot at the back of her
head, her voice high pitched and hysterical,
raining whack after whack on unwilling
hands, until she finally ran out of enthusiasm
for the task and allowed you to retreat to your
desk, gaze misty, hands red and lip bloody,
from where you had hitien it to keep from

crying.

Public (school) whipping is a humiliating
thing, and it is wrong to inflict it on a child.

Especially, when often it is not even a rational )

act on the part of the teacher.

Should the child reach the iiiage of in-
corrigibility, then he should be suspended
from school. It is probably the greatest
humiliation of all, but at least it is not a
summary action. It is not the result of a

sudden loss of control by those in charge, but a

well-reasoned out solution - teacher, principal
and parents all having their say.

It is also something the child can un- -

derstand - no matter how he protests - and
deal with; or know he must learn to deal with.

misery.

No matter how great our streaks of in-
dividualism, we are all conformists at heart;
the need to belong is strong; being the village
pariah brings no rewards.

There’s no reason why the schools should
have to put up with incorrigibles, and should
they reach that state of judgment on someone,
then the parents have to recogniu th-:
problem as their own.

If they want that Hrnpping young lad in
the family, that is.

By Jim Thomas




