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“Editorials'

©* humanitarian image, and we see it portrayed
here in our own area, a communtiy working
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A heart-warming responsé

Stouffville's first refugee family from the
Far East arrived on Friday from Vietnam.
This particular group consisting of two
married couples and a sister of one of the
women, an 11-vear-old, is being
an mdependent committee that is made up of

a couple of ministers and other mtereeted |

citizens.
This is just the beginning nf a werﬂ'awhtle

response to human need and suffering, with
others expected to arrive under the spon-

~ sorship of the Missionary Church, Gormley

Missionary Church, Wesley United Church,
Springvale Baptist Church and other rellgmue

B - denominations,

Canada is known around the wnrld for its

together for the gend of humen bemge -less

: fertunete than ourselves. - -
Every effort is being mede to make these

- people welcome in their new homes. Whﬂe the

sponsored by -

first family to arrive in Stouffville last week
was not church-sponsored, the churches here’

are to be commended for their response. The
first family to arrive in the area last summer,

was sponsored by Wideman Mennonite
- Church, Steeles Avenue Mennonite, Hager-
‘man Mennumte and Cedar Grove Mennemte .

There is a minority of Canadians who-

oppose this influx of new citizens, some who
think only Anglo-Saxons or Eurepeens should

“be allowed in, and others who fret about lost
~ jobs. However the truth is that there are

thousands of unfilled jobs, the type that hoine-

~_grown Canadians eeeff at. These refugees will
‘. quickly fill these puemene em:l be mere than -
s happy to do'so.-

Ceeede is a; very lerge eeuntr:,r, an ex-

_ -Eemely wealthy country, sparsely populated, |
. well-equipped to help, and we commend all .

those who  are working tugether in “this’

humanitarian’effort.

St. Nlck amved in style

There are tlmee when we've t]lelEﬂ'_',"’_

" questioned the -benefits of a Santa Claus-

‘Parade--the expense, the time, the work and™ .
" the worry, all for a procession thet passesby a:
- given point in less than an hour. :

Is it worth’it? :

~ Undoubtedly the sponsors as well as the-
-participants have pneed the eeme queetlen te

2 ihemeelvee

Is'it really werth 1t‘? -";'-":-3 :'.":';;3 -+
" - We'll ask ourselves I ne more-and neither
; should those who take part “after Saturday’s: - - joy
.promenade; without : a dnubt the heet ever. mj-_' e

i Stouffville.

ThlE is net luet our epmmn Everyene we

S, churches and singular

telked to (or heerdlalkmg

.~ bordering on the professional and a hard act -
~.to follow when another year rolls around.

The Kinsmen- and Kinette Clubs of

~ Stouffville are to be congratulated. So are the

other service organizations, the eeheels the
entries, -

What one event could peeeibly ettreet

_:more people:to_ town? What one.event: could .
" “~possibly muster -greater - co-operation?- What -
rone ‘event:could: peeelhly create ‘more en- -

ment? Nnne

A The.: Stouﬁv:ﬂe Santa . Claus .Parade

SR rememe the - yeer 'S, feremeet ettreetlen Leng
me}r lt ]ast . '

Bypass-lesser of two evﬂe

i ke GGI‘H‘IIE}F reerdent.e are greetmg w1th, '.
. “mixed feelings, the approach of Hwy. 404."
R - ‘Some see it as a blessing. To others, it's a' -

| ‘disaster, Certainly, the enmmumty will never.
g Mg '___premeted untll the project is eempleted

*: " be the same.

- i~ Initially, the thought of bleekedmg the eld
~."east-west route through the hamlet seemed e

'“.f{unthmkehie And we still ‘don’t like- it.
.~ However, the alternative, a bypass around the
" bu
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-up area, now seems .the lesser.of two- 5
eertauﬂy better than knocking duwn

es end forcing peuple to move.

There'll be meenvemenee sure. There

_ ;alwe:,re is when r.nen and meehmee combine -
- -forces in the name of progress. But there’ll -

also.be benefits, most of which won’t be ap-'

©If :.reu eppruve 'if you're nppeeed er like

meny, just: eenfueed attend - the " puhl:e .
. meeting; Jan. 8 at 2 pm

in the Regional
Engineering Office, Woodbine Avenue, north

- of‘the Aurora Sidereed and. ebtem the feete ’
o fu*et hend

Snow Snow beuuhful SNOW

Whlle Ihe I’lut re:l snowfall -of the

-lnler Setnrd:ly afternoon, didn‘t
.everyone, the kids were ready and waiting, -

please "=

_even to the polnt of sister pulling sister. Ten

" year : old - Michelle - Watkins of erkel

' Street," Stouffville didn"t mind a bit and

neither did C'lhﬂjl". age six. -
Jim Thum:s

to eeeh ether} ee:d'

o “ heard. .
- ‘thesame. Infact, if anything, it was teugeed |

I don't knu' : hlm nor dnee he lr.euw me;

| this - genﬂemen s obviously .

*,plodding up and “down
sidewalks. As so often happens, my ehﬂdrep._

. the barrels of beer and kegs

r it should be.
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"“From Vietnam, with love and affection”

3t Every mernmg I see hn:n ereund ﬁ EIl‘I"
mayhe earlier. He’s a fnendly chap, alweye

waves, often epeake 1f eleee eneu

not - personally.: It's just- that, well,, the

_pedestrian traffic’s not overly eengeeted at.-

.that hour, so one tends to talk to everything —

_the eqmrrele the rabbits, even an eeeeelenel |
: : 'uut

" ‘skunk if the season’s’ nght
It’s a great time of the day; the beet .
The exchange of greetings ‘between thie
- Buy and myself may occur anywhere between
-* William and Edwerd Streets.  Our’ timing’s"

-never so exact that we cross paths at exactly :

“the 'same place. Why? Because we're. both
-movers — on foot. I'm a walker and he's a

; *runner or jogger ee they're called today. He' S

sets a torrid pace,-long.easy strides thh no
. apparent exertion. ‘Sometimes he carries a
-..hockey-stick, for balance, I guess

“While I've attempted to eppreemte whet' :

to ac-
- complish, I've been cynical, not just to him

“but to others like him — even in frent of my "

kids.
.. “Look at that,” I've eeu:l mrer end over:
egem “what's he
-ten, you must admit, they do appear kind ¢ .
foolish —: full-gr

“have adopted a similar attitude; to the point ..
where they expeet aride to the corner eture

B There has been a tremendous ehenge in
+ the manriers and mores of Canada in the past.

- three decades. This brilliant thought came to
+ me as I drove home from work today and saw -
‘a sign, in a typical Canadian emall tnwn

“Steakhouse and Tavern:”

Now this didn’t exactly knock e uut |

~. alarm me, or discombobulate me in any way.
1 I Iemepartefell that is in this country,
time. But it did give me a tiny twinge. Henee

my opening remarks.

: I am no Carrie Netini] who stormed into-
saloons with her lady fnende armed with
(whet a wee!.e}.

hatchets, and smashed open
of whiskey. ' -

I am no Joan of Arc. I .don't revile
blasphemers or hear voices, I am no Pope
John Paul II, who tells people what to do about
their sex lives. I am not even a Joe Clark, who
rushes up to a barricade prepared to Jump for
some votes, then decides to go back to the
eterhng-lme and send in a real athlete, Robert

- Stanfield, an older and wiser el.lﬂete to ‘at-

tempt what he knew he couldn’t de And the
“he” is Joe.

I am merely an eheerver of 'the human .
.~ working-man's drink, and to be shunned. It

was ermmd then that some wit reversed the

scene, meeeuntrythetusedtobeeeeﬂﬂng

4 and has become another. But’ that doesn’t
4 opinions. I have nothing but -

mean I don't have
scorn for the modern “‘objective” journalists
who tell it as it is. They are hyenas and
jackals, who fatten on the leaving
“hnne" of our eeeiety, for the most part.

- I admire a . few "columnists: Richard
Needham of the -Toronto Globe, ' Allan
Fotheringham of Maclean’s, not because they
are great writers, but because
wood for which Uiis country is famous, and let
the chips fall where I'.hE}" may Thet'e the way

Let’s get back on
roughened and coarsened to an eetmlshing

degreemﬂ;elestthlrtyyears

;  Roamlng Around

J 0ggmg crltlc wnt!l no heart

o he'_.

to prove?” And’ of-

own men (and wemen},,
the. roads and:

at this

| ‘place. We did have beer ‘“pa

eefﬂ:er

theyhewthe .

: tap:e. as I tell my
students. The Canadian society has

But I've no one to’ bleme but’ myeelf
“Now.it" ‘seems;: my  cynicism’s. eemmg

_ ‘beek to haunt me, And indeed, believe it e::'
- _-not, 'I- may "be ‘joining Stouffville’s. ‘growing
group of joggers, by necessity if not by choice. -

For I've ‘been told, in ho uncertain terms,
I'm in terni:le ehape A reeent test beere ﬂue

It wee Paul Roney, .the puller .of - ‘purse

~et11nge ‘at: the Bank of ‘Nova Scotia who-

~coerced me’ into attending. a Lmns-eyeneered
F‘IIIIEH Clinic "at Latcham -Hall - ‘Friday af-
.-ternoon. To be honest, I was glad he asked, for
I considered. myself a 160 pound version of
- Charles ‘Atlas — in the peak.of condition.
i Ami ‘why not? 1 .don’t smoke; don’t.drink
- and don’t over-eat — what better care eeuld I
- take of- m:.reelf ﬂmn that?:: . ¢ . |
“This; I.was ‘soon to.learn. - :
Irene I{ergul, a ‘graduate Iﬁneeleleglet
(ene who deals in body movement), welcomed

. 'me.into a rather secluded ‘section -of the

auditorium and uneehamedly requested |
bare myeelf from the waist.u

“She then'proceded to take my. lood: pressure,

_ not once; but twice. That alarmed me a little, -

:but there. was no cause. Everything ‘was A-

. okay. So was'Irene. She talked like she'd

" kniown me all my life; the type of work I did;

“how many kids; any serious illnesses and S0

.on. ‘Then she’ get down to the nitty-gritty.
Hew eehve are yeu'? she eeked -

.jSugar and Splce * T g i _
Becommg a natlon 0f slobs

Firet the Steekhmise and Tavern. 'Ae“e ;

kxd werlung on the boats on the Upper Lakes, I

was exe:ted and a little scared when I saw

that sign in Ameneen ports: Duluﬂl Detroit,

- Ch:eege

.1 came frnm the genteel povert:.r of On-
tario in the Thirties, and I.was slightly ap-
palled, and deeply attracted by these signs:

-the very theught that drink could be publicly

advertised. Like ‘any. normal, curious kid, I
went into a couple, ordered a two-bit whlskey.
and found nobody eating steaks, but a great
many people getting. sleazily drunk on the

_same, ‘Not-the steaks.
.~ " 'Inthose days, in Canada, there was no
such creature. The very use of the word .

Atavern’ -indicated iniquity. It was an evil
rlours”, later
exehenged for the euphemism “beverage
rooms™. But that was all right. Only the
lower element went there, and. they closed
from 6 p.m. to 7:30, or some such, so that a
family man could get home to his dmner Not
a bad idea.

In their homes, of course, the middle and
upper class drank liquor. Beer was the

end came out with: “Work is the
¢ drinking class’, a neat version of

old sa
curse of

Marx st"] "Drink ie lhe curse of the working
- classes,” .

“If you eelled on eumenne in those misty
deye. you were offered a cuppa and something
to eat. Today, the host would be humiliated if
he didn’t have something harder to offer you.

Now, every hamlet seems to have its
5 homae complete with tavern. It’s rather
ridiculous. Nobody today can afford a steak.
But how in the living world can these same

i people afford drinks, at current prices? -

.and -taverns are
r with the

-+~ These - steakhouses
muelly pretty sleazy joints, on a pa

- old beverage room, which was the opitome of

-'By Jlm Thomas

= -ffer a jug of milk’ Thez.r also leugh, like these -
people are all a little bit nutty. And that’s bed ,

‘muscles,

. Which I did..

the J | enewered

... ‘Suchas? she asked, and here I uluught I'd
7 reell:,ir shine, I told her between walking the

dog, delivering papers and going to and from
‘the restaurant for Ieeffee I'd travel meybe

. two'miles a day.

. But'she enly frnemed Wellung doesn’t de

- your ‘heart any good, she stated bluntly, no
“-strengthen the .

continuous exertion to -

A-ha, but I'm tekmg up elf 1 ehnt back

-eenfldently Like it too; lots of exercise there.
" Golf! That’s no: geed*elther ehe replied
- ‘frowning still more:

‘Do you'ride.a b:e}rele'? ehe eekeﬂ No, I

_ I_enewered ‘Do you swim a:lot? No again. Do
~ you Jog daily? Never,

.On:completion of thethird degree she,

-wired ‘me up:to.some kind of .machine and
-requested I run .up. and down three steps for

three  minutes 'in tune to music. That was

" simple; didn’t bother me a bit. But the results

did — 32.2 the greph read, the bare minimum,

- I felt faint, So woozy, in fact, I had to sit
down. The ternble truth was too mueh to teI-:e

But I've leemed & leeeen I've joined the

. Stouffville Joggers' Club.  You can see me

every morning, panting. up and down Rupert

Avenue, hetween Weetiewn Creeeent end the ‘
~_ Ninth. - '

And don’t dare leugh or you'll catch a
running shoe in the ear-— if I have the
strength to throw it that far. -

By Bill Smlley_

"sleeze It’e not- ali the feult of the’ ‘owners,

though they make nothing on the steak and 100
per cent on the drinks (minimum). It's just

~ that Canadians tend to be noisy and erude and

prefene dnnkere

And the w:rur.ht;ﬂr isn't only in the pubs. It
has crept into Parliament, that august in-

stitution with a prime rmmeter who used .

street language when his impeccable English
failed, or he wanted tu show how tough he

- was,

It has crept into our educational system,

where teachers drink and swear and tell djrly

jokes and use language in front of women that
I, a product of a more well-mannered, or
inh:h:terl your choice, era, could not hnng
myself te use. -

And the Ianguage ef tudaye students,
from Grade one to Grade whatever, weuld
curl the hair of a sailor, 'and make your
maiden aunt grab for the smelling  salts.
Words from the lowest slums and slummiest
barnyards create rarely a blush on the eheek
of your teenage daughter.

~ Agraduate of thedepression, when people
had some reason to use bad language, in sheer
frustration and anger, and of a war in which
the most common four-letter word was used
as frequently, and absent-mindedly, as salt
and pepper, have not inured me to what our
kids today consider normal,

Girls wear T-shirts that are not even
funny, merely obscene. As do boys . Saw one
the other day on an’ otherwise nice lad
Message: “Thenks all you virgins — for
nothing."”

The Queen is a frump. Gedieejeke The
country’s problems are somebody . else’s
problem, as long as [ get mine. . -

I don't deplore. I don’t abhor. 1 dn-n’t
implore. I merely observe. Sadly. We are
turning into a nation nf slobs. .
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