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Editorials

Menace of pln-ba]l machines

Pin-ball rnar;hine operations (sometimes

“under - the guise of all-encompassing ar-
- chades), have politicians (and police) caught
- up in a vacuum as to who should impose (and
_enforce) t:untruls the mmnmpa.l.lty or the

province.

If it is the municipality, then Whitchurch-

“Stouffville - for example, has (other than

- through 2oning), no controls at all. The =

" Town's wide-ranging Amusement Bylaw is

'extrmnel}r loose.

_If it is the province, then enforcement of

" whatever rules are applicable, would appear
- to be nil.

-Authorities at oné level or the nl;her

* . (possibly both), should take a fresh look at
_ this type
‘concerned, . it's
where young people, “with nntrung to du”, o

of “rer."réatiﬂn”. As far as we're
‘bad news’ at any location

_tend to congregate.

Fortunately, this Town isn’t plagued hy

-~ too many pin-ball “hang-outs’. However, in

_ nu.rnplmun “too many" 1scme Anapphcatlﬂn'

: critical of outmoded planning policies in the

361 -1 680

for another is now being mns:dered h}"
Council.

It should be re;ected o e

Going by what we've seen, legislators
don't seem to understand the far-reaching
consequences such ‘“‘amusements’ can cause.
It’s a disease that prompts young people, ten,
twelve, fourteen years of age to cheat, steal
and gamble. For what? Merely to win ‘free’

games that further encourages more
. cheating, more stealing and more gambling.

On top of all this, someone’s reaping a
fortune out of thousands of misguided I-uds
kids so caught up in this mnney—gruhhmg tuy,

- they’re “hooked’’. They can’t let go.

We say, tighten and enforce legislation on

all pin-ball operations nr han them com- -
; 'plelel s
If law-inakers cannot ‘appreciate ' the 2 [

seriousness of the situation, we suggest they

~ contact the police or, better still, some of the
thousands of i:um:erned pare:lts ThE}T know;

so deo we.

The Town S ‘Golden Mlle

_.ﬂver the years, this newspaper has been

- townships of Whitchurch and Markham, that

' - permitted the westend entrance to Stouffville
' 'to be ‘pot-marked’ by everything from private.

- residences to service stations. This hndge-
_podge of days past will prove enstly to repair.

;. It can be accomplished ‘only "through the

2 autnght purchase of ‘ properties, -most at_
- .- prices: fa.r ;_m-:l above their- aetual wurth 2 g

,'H-

Tﬂwn planners 1t seems, have come o
appremate the “shnw—mndﬂw" value uf this

.errors will not be repea |
While their goal to obtain new industry

-compa

.“We ' hope
Wlutchurch-Stnunlle sticks by, its guns’ ‘and:
industrial. and commercial.

une-mﬂe strip. They're di&rmmed that past
" .

rable to McNeil Laboratories and
Cable Tech may seem like so much “pie in the
sky’’, we feel the municipality has every right

to expect, even demand nnthmg less.

In some instances, it's too late to remed

THE TRIBUNE

ThiS 1|me umund lt hud beﬂer be r:ghi

Newspaper editurs are always recmvmg

- invitations.

Like General Motors -.mvet]mg a new line -

of cars. Invite the press.

Madame Burjois opening ‘a new ladles

+. wear store. The media’s invited.

the damage already dﬂne In others, it's nnt '

that, = irrespective . of - cntlmsm

‘makes ‘estate’
develnpment a tup prmnf.y

Trapplng made less eruel

Leg*huld traps are cruel. e
We've said it; so has the Ontario Humane -

until now.
This week, James Auld, the Minister’ of

I\ialural Resources announced the in-
 troduction:of a new trapping device that, in
. -the words of a department spokesman, hnlds

..an ammal flrrnl:.1r w1thuut pain or m]ur,v

il
i A

The Mlmstr}r calls it “‘a 51gnifieant im-

5 pruvement”

Whatever its lmperfectmné it'ssuretobe -

better .than anything marketed .before. The
honorable minister and his aids are to be.
commended for responding to the concerns of

many people and this newspaper
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'mty, the “big.city!’-that is.

..sumethmg came up; a meeting, a picture tu

-.'dunkmaluh Su[p&ssed:tup

our

victim to the hazards of the highway. -

" main entrance, but no earth is visible in the

_often enlarge them for useasan

‘A rihhun—cuthng at the Hole-In-One dnnut _

- shop.: The: newspaper’s there — not.always
- because it wants to be; but. hecause it feels it .-

should be; a mrnm:.mity service so to.speak.

But-not all “You Are Invited” cards are
ln{:al On occasions, they [ilta- in from the

‘These, for the most part, are re—addressed

: ultu Spademan s Disposal. - -

There are exceptions, hnwever Like' the

Isabella Street, Toronto. The name mtngued

me, not-to the extent that ‘I immediately

circled the date.on my calendar, but to the

Egmtlthat I thumb-tacked it to my n.b. bulletin
ar S

Huwever the mtten invitation wasn’t

enough. On the day of the ‘event’ I received a
girl, (at least I though

i signed simply, “The Hot Tub Club”,

t it was
a girl), wanted to know if I'd be able to make
‘it. I told her I could, and my intentions were
-good. But, as so ﬂﬂ.ﬁl happms in this business,

‘take an assignment more important than-a .
Still, I felt
obligated; a promise is a promise, I sa.td to -
myself. When. the tJme is r:ght I’l! gu That
time was Saturda}f .

3 Apart frum the arnval of the lnng-taﬂed-
" blackbiras and the cheer*up song of -the

friendly robin, a. sure sign.of spring is the

- appearance ‘in- the fields of the woodchuck. .

This chunkey, cat-sized mammal, with a short -
tail, can be seen these days scurrying across

-patches of melting snow or fnragm,g for food

on the sunny slopes of last summer’s pasture.
And forage they must at.ihis season, for the
grass and plant shoots on which the;r thrive,
do not alwa}rs appear at-the same time as
these impatient animals. And while this
emergence from hibernation is supposedly -
connected with a shadow sighting on Feb. 2, in
part of the continent at least, these
groundhogs are still asleep on that date .
* Actually, it's the male woodchucks that
come out first, (We saw one March 3) and they
immediatel begm searching fora mate and a
meal. But with the lack of tall grass cover and
leafless shrubs and trees, they are especially

- vulnerable. Many chucks end up in the jaws of .

a sly fox or a crafty coyote, while uﬂm fall

A woodchuck hole is a long passage ex-
tending from 20 to 40 feet underground. It has
the customary pile of loose dirt around the

area, of their second opening, a well con-
eealed emergency exit. When woodchucks go

~ into hibernation in' Octobes, they foresake

their usual summer haunis instead a
burrow in a neighbouring ot...Often
when - such holes - are desu'ted by - these
animals, they are taken. over 'at. various -
seasons by others. Cottontail - -rabbits nnd'
skunks find them ideal havens - while foxes -
den.
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_Roammg Around

- dows, I would have passed

" so dark and ‘confusing, I
_circles. En route, I bumped

- naked men (I tlnnk) all equally
AL “Where in — 5 the tuh"" aske:l one lost

- hed “I'm stﬂ.l lunkmg 5 -
© “for my room”, The ourth time around, 1

: soul:-

_ are favorite den sights, for here the

"On ‘the pretext of keeping a ‘“business
appointment’’ downtown, 1 left-my wife-and
the kids at Bridlewood Mall,” Warden ‘Avenue
and ‘Finch. The . self-arranged ‘interview’
- -wouldn’t take over two hours, I said.

From the outside, the building had all the

ances of an unuseﬂ factory. In fact,

appear
except. for several signs posted :in the: win-
it b}r.*l-lluw.dlfferent

',:un the inside; activity galore.
‘At the pay wicket, a male with a rather

hlgh-pitched voice made me-welcome.:

A locker is fnur dn]]ars a room 15 six,’

he stated.”. . :
" “What's "the ﬂ.lffEl‘ElEE = hesldes the

money?” I asked

. “'“The room is more pnvate " he explameﬁ
with a wry smile, ‘it has a‘bed”. Considering
my privacy :important .in a place I knew

. nothing . about, I agreed to pay the extra. The

key was an addmunal $2, refundable on its

- return.

My runm was No. 60 — gn left, then right,

4 .t.hen left again, he instructed.

The interior was a lahrynth of corridors,
kept walking in
into several half-
mnfused as I.

"Search me ” I r
foundit; nuthmg like a unit in the Holiday Inn

it o

A hot tune m an extra hot tub

=

: i..-".-' -I.Il th.E d.l]llkﬂ _4_ 1' ;_ﬂ ;

And -no wunder they dangled It “was

~but adequate spane needed tu ehﬂnge =t:me 8
ﬂﬂulles. F 3 e I.-.

g Wlndow on Wlldllfe
Wo odchuck - sentry of the flelds

_Blem Themas

Like the_.chap b-efnre me, 1 too emﬂdn’
find the tub. My eyes just wouldn’t adjust to
the dark: So I asked and was directed to a

 -sizeable open space at the far end. The vats
“were -huge, shaped something like the old

wooden buckets we used to hold apple butter
down on the farm. - Only one was occup
Two guys sat on the edge danghng t.he:r feet

J-ﬁ.j"i ;

boiling.
" The water rushing. in from twu 51des

)

ied.

creating a kind: of whirlpool in the centre. = -

. While the two chaps seemed to resent the . I.

mtrusmn (I sat between -them), they made -
no ‘mention of me waiting until they :were
through. Besules there was plmty of room fur |

- three.

" Immersion .to the walst was all I euu]d

stand. Even at that, I felt like.a cannibal’s -

breakfast. The uther two, obviously more

experienced than I, went all the. way.

After ten mmutas I'd had enough. I-

~ stumbled and humbled my.way back to the
toom; changed into my clothes; turned back:

the key, and returned to the street with barely

- enough time to make it to Bridlewood by four.

. There, my wife was ‘waiting. -
My but. you look. chipper,
dtsplaﬁng the things she had bought.

-.Chipper? I re;:hed In “the other wurld"
I’ve just come from, they use a diff; erent word.

She didn't ask wh_at and I didn’t tell.

- ..,r rr

o l.-.,-n.n.-.a a

lnghest se::lmn nf the meaduw or on the slnpe
- of a hill. Crop fields adjacent to wooded areas
ground-
hogs have the best of two worlds for feeding.

But whether it’s a winter burrow or summer

‘hollow, yuucanrest assured it will be situated -

in an area that is dry and normally not Subject
to flooding. There are exceptions.. Last spring
for instance while out looking " for- early
- migrants, I spotted what ‘I: thought .was a’
-raccoon perched on an old section of rail fence
above a flooded field. A closer look with the
binoculars, however, showed a very ' con-
-+ cerned wmdchuck wmhng for the water tu

subside.
the long hibernation period,

woodchucks live off the layers of fat they build -

up in late summer and early autumn. And
while a male may weight in the neighborhood
of 10 pounds when he goes into his deep sleep,

.the same animal weights little over 6 poun

‘when he emerges in the late winter. A month
from now, or-about the time the dandelions
and coltsfoot are showing their yellow heads, .
*_four or more y willbebommlhedeptlm
of the burrow. At first, the tiny offspring are”

- like little bears, nakednndweighingenlyan G
‘- ounce or so.

‘I’he:,lIr grow rapidly, however, and *-
500N are muvmg about. In order to kéep them
confined -!o. the - natal chamber . before -

- weaning, Nahn-e keeps their E}I'E.S closed for

lhe first four weeks.

- Al five weeks of age, lnweeer lhe yomg
woodd:ucks can be seen romping around the’
_entrance hole, where a sharp warning whistle
_from the mother sends them below. .

- For like many other animals birds, .the -
Eathertue!dumsem nearby after. thejrm
are born. The

L

" "landscape

: youngsters fwiﬂ:umr.
mntba-lilabwt mid-s:.unmu' wimnl.hey

- own. And this is fine.

4 iy g

By Ar. Brlggs-Jude

" must’ fend for themselves and find a new
territory. In the lush greenery. of the summer
; is* not too -
d:ffmult aithuugh the daily bid for: surmvali

, such an” undertaking

against predaturs often is, 7% -

- Where" wuudchucks are very numerous,
‘especially ‘in - closely  cultivated ‘farmland,
they do create problems. Here their burrows
present a potential danger to the legs of horses

dependence on young garden vegetahles are
well known to most of us who put a spade in

the soil. In fact in some places a fine chicken

wire fence is needed to save the local bean and

lettuce. .
-But mntmllmg and raducing its numbers

'ﬂn-es not mean its total elimination. For how

less interesting would our landscape be
without the brown form of a squat woodchuck
sitting smtry-hke beside his muunded fox-

- hule

EdltOI‘ 8 Mall

. Dear Edltur

One thing is sure Our mayor, Eldred King

" tnll never be accused of wasting taxpayers’

money. It's obvious, from his comments, he
‘guards’ our tax dollars like lhey were his

However, by ng pennies, he can

slranglet}anwn by this, I mean, nothing is
heading - certain .
'~ projects.- This, in'my npiniun is what com-
munil;r spint is all about. @ <

accomplished mtmm spear

Dlnlel Rynn;

.

sﬁe sa_ld :

Tenth Line South
.z Stouffville.

-and cattle, while their stripping of corn and -
_other grain‘ causes some crop loss. Their

%

'-..'i"
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