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' : Canadians when uur tax ll'lﬂl'l.E}"’-.IS used tﬂ ﬂughl to be a Jaw:;S s y. g ere . family EII‘EIE It was !EIE"-'ISMH ﬂlﬂfﬂlﬂg. _lmnn may not seem much of an ambition, but'I've ':: ~1.will wear my hair long, but always in a q’
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i T - T R des:red to be oneui=-=1l 1 Aaenia ] 20 e s o I am planning a big party for the Twelfth:’
Ls My, wife' and: uther cluse fnends have'“** of July. So far, only_the Pope and a few. car-.. .
Y already suggested. that I'am a bit wierd;,’ but dmals have am:epted But I'm expectmg a few
Ul ~that’s their problem. After almustzﬂ :.rears as> ' other. rare: birds’. Like. King ‘Billy-. Lhe*'
: ‘a“tedcher. of English, I'm gona. spell er. hke .- Eleventeeth. It pmmlses to be qmle a mn- -
} she is, the way my students"do." ﬂagratmn P .
= e That. s only one of m}r eccentnmhea. Iam - Anuther thmg I m gumg Lu du in the new o
1 alsn _going to_grow. hair in my. nostrils, not to, "year.is Not Go South'For the Winter. Thisis '~
, P_mmtmn my. ears.-No . more 'of -this: to’ the'. becammg one uf the mﬁre ect:mtnc I.hjngs o 1.
) " barber, ‘“Yas, give the ears a liddle trim, and - fdu : )

" the! eyehrnws -1 want: hairy ears and
, eyebruws I want tu ]ﬂﬂk hka an anment
Jemsh profit.- ek
“If that isn’t muugh, I'll grnw ﬂurd inmy .
b-eIly*huttun ‘You know.what’ flurd is,; Ihupe

L

}}ultun . 1
Flurd was the real cause nf the Amerman
mwl war. The’ Northerners -were - -gro

Soulherners were on'their ‘plantations;:"’

" But enough of ﬂurd And who ever; heard
uf a “‘civil’’ war? A war may be full of fiendish_
cruelty or dreadful atrocities or monumental
“indignities but there is nnthmg civil about it. A
B84 | civil war occurs when you sue your neighbor -

1+ _to tear down the fence that 15 hnv.rmg over.
:mur begmlas SRR

2 "'”*“’ “Back to-my eccmtnmhes. Every

3% mer until now,-1 have eschewed the weanng
(- of a- tie. And I know.my. dignity has suffered.

- I've heard people say it. They say,- “Look at. -

- his d:gmty Did you ever see such suffering?”

“Next smnmer,xcome what may;-I'm going

2ex lu chegr a tie.-Every day.. It:-may be'a little :;

B E, - : mugh,aheaday,butmﬂlthe ricenflettuce.:
I ow . 32 whatcan you lose? ‘¥ =1 o
£ N, 0 , 3 “"Anotker thing I'plan to do ne:t year is';
R . = - drihble “No, no; not "dribble a football about
= ' > the hackyard Any ineccentric can do that. I’

-+, mean: dribble 'at : the nose. and :mouth, ;con-*.,

5, tly“And 1. will .wipe:itiwith my. sleeve.,
.-This is- only ‘slightly . less - eccentric ' than .
X picking one’s nose.in public -and. eating il.
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- It’sthat cnttnn}r stuff that gruws m yuur,he]l -

“more’ flurd in’ ‘their* belly-buttons 'than* the '

Z_ _titude tuward my grandboys No. more love:
‘and attention. Thal's' not eccentric. That's ;
baurgenis This year it's going to be;:“Get off.
- my clavicle, you little monster, or- I'll give you
- agood scelpt in the lurch.” That'll teach them
tha{ it doesn’t pay to fool around with a relic.®

I have some eccentricities in store for my

. ,'u]d lady, too. Instéad of sitting there reading

-*the paper, I'm going to look up, smile bnghlly ,

:' and say, “Darling, that’s the most fasmnatmg R
*“account I've ever heard of how you made the*: "
bed and did last night’s dishes and vacuumed .
the living room.” She'll probably gﬂ mtﬂ a
stale of total oblivion.

There are a few other bad habits I’lI have'
tu dlscard if I.want- to become the complete
Eﬂlh centry eccentric. (Don’t try to say: that
une ‘unless you have ynur ‘partial plate in.) '

- I'm~going to” stop’ semi-supporting” my"*
Iuds No more handouts. Perhaps this seems -
. excessively eccentric (see paragraph abnve}, _
- but at the respective ages of 30 and 26, they
are no longer my business. In fact, I wish I
;-hada busmess S0 Icuuld disown them. Anice -
- hardware. husiness,"fur example, with a net -
i'.proﬁtofaboutﬁo, S o R Y
oz I'djustlove to say, “I d:sawn ynu and I'm
!ea -the’business to your cousin Elwood, £
" who smokes pot, hangs around the pool-hall, . :
- goes out with fallen women, and do-esn’t know
»Whether his arm is glued or tatooed.” I'd lmre L
- *‘lu see.the look on’their: faces. ;.55 iid &, 5

. Or would I?.This eccentric business ismt

as 5imp1e as it seems.’And you'd better have

ﬁ!;

d |

~»which a- ‘real ecnmlnc m!l do_every.time. _-.... your. denfures in for that one. - R




