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.. persistence that regulations were tigh :
<znot enough -to strangle:the industry,. but . at._-_..
77 least to bring it under some form. af control.
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Deep wounds heal slowly

The lock's been turned on the committee

" room door. This newspaper's been discreetly

told it's no longer welcome to sit in on in-
formal discussion of this kind.

We don't agree with the decision, but we'll

" respect il.
By way of explanation, this ‘Private-Keep -

Out’ order, pertains to only one meeting each
month — the third Monday, when members
“let down their hair” and speak their minds
on issues of a sometimes personal nature. The
‘ban’ has nothing to do with public sessions of
Planning Board and Council every Tuesday.

While we doubt very much if Council has
the ‘legal’ right to make such prohibition

tactics stitk, we do not intend to argue the
point. Far thanks to an explanation by the
mayor, we've learned the decision is not a
personal affront, but rather a deep-seated
emotion dating back to an earlier con-
frontation. |

Bad memories die hard.

This newspaper appreciates the need for
Council privacy within committee on certain

-malters that arise from time to time. We have

always considered it a privilege, not a right, to

sit in on such discussions. It’s a trust that's

earned and protected through tactful use of

the reporter’s pen. Once lost, the damage has

been done, damage that’s d;fﬁeu]t to repair.
But we're trying.

Gravel-an election issue

The Environment Ministry at Queen S

Park must surely be looking out Uxbridge
way and wandermg at the make-up of that
umelpai council.’

In reeent years, the province has taken a

'verbal pasting over its kid-glove treatment of
. gravel companies. And rightly so. For their

laws were lax and enforcement slow.

However, after a hard-nosed councillor-
named Clarke Muirhead appeared on the
scene, attitudes changed. He bared the
atrocities that were going on and supported a
claim by this newspaper that greedy gravel
concerns were, in fact, digging the very guts

out of the taamahlp, providing little or nathmg | :

return

it was through councillor Muirhead’s
tened;

It's been a long, hard road. -

The 123rd annual Markham Fair starts to- -
day. With any kind of co-operation from the
weal;herman attendance should surpass all

records set in previous years. We hope so.

While the fair is still located in Maﬂiham
and bears that name, the new leeahan puts it -

w:thm a atanek-thraw of . Wh;tehareb

lt all the mare eanvemeat
t'er realdenta here..-.

~Still, unless you're the energehe kind wha .

doesn’t mmd a five-mile walk, the site’s'still a
bit far to reach on foot. With this thought in

mind, the Board has set up a shuttle. bus
ate from Stouffville and.

service, that will oper le &
return, both Saturday and Sunday. A similar

" schedule has been arranged for Unionville.
" "From the former Village ef Ma_rkham? the
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: “yes”.

" Now, just at a time when relief is in sight,
the municipality appears to be buckling under
a renewed assault — an application to rezone
500 acres for future gravel extraction.

The majority of members have said

We say defuately “no”.

While the reasons for eauaell s cow-
towing attitude isn’t exactly clear, it would

seem that there are those who would go so far
as to make an area of the township a.

sacrificial lamb to appease, for the time-
being, those business interests that would

destroy it.
While Uxbridge no longer haa a C’larke

Muirhead to fight for its survival, a couple of -

elected representatives and a host of fed- -up
ratepayers are,angry enough to make this

, .wnuld-he carnage an election .issue.. If; so,
::they!re »guaranteed - thisi newspaper’s
- unyielding support. The ravagmg af Uxhrldge '

- T

Township must atap

Bus service to Markham Fair

service also includes Thursday (ta-da:.r] and
Friday. :

This convenience wﬂl be ‘appreciated,
particularly by.senior citizens who.could find
it a hardship to get to the fair otherwise, The
pick-up point in Stouffville is the corner of
Stouffer Street and Main (Success Square).

The times Saturday are - 10 a.m., 1 p.m., 4-
p.m., and 6:30 p.m. The times Sundajr are-12

noon -and 1:30 p.m. Buses will leave the
grounds Saturday at 12:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m., 6

p.m., and 11:30 p.m., and Sunday at 4:30 and _
- 6:30 p.m. - :

The fare is ver}r reasonable, fifty cents,

ages 6 to 15 years; twenty-five cents, aver 65;.

children 5 and under, free.
So it’s Markham Fair, the place to be this

'_week. With a program to please all "ages,
you’ll have the time of your life. -
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° PLANNING
MEETING

Markham Fair opens today and I'm
exhausted before it starts.

It'’s not that I've been
volved; strictly an onlooker. But even that’s
driven me to the brink of insanity. For the

past week our p]aee has: reaemhled a mad-

house, G i
Funny haw, despite the faet the 1978 prize

. list’s been out almost two months, things have

been-left off to'the last: minute. It’s no one’s

‘fault really. It's just that the Fair-kind of

snuck up on us when we weren Llaalang So we . -

. suddenly. became panicky.

Suisan’s the most involved. She sees 1t as a. AR
last opportunity to enter,the- Elghteea and-._

_ Younger Class, and she wants'to bow out'ina .
~ flurry .of ribbons. Unfortunately, she  too
- started late and has been trying to make up

_ for lost time ever since. :

| Most of her exhibits I haven’t even seen. .

‘ She s toiled away on her own, sometimes to

personally m-“

~ wins something

two and three o’clock in the morning; alwa}ra

in the privacy of her room.

However, in recent ‘days (and nights),
she’s taken over the kitchen, a part of the

. house so small, there’s aqn‘:areel;t,r room to swing

a cat. So it’s ehaaa because all the kids want

. to be where the aehaa is; aamplmg a bit of this

and a bit of that.

. Me too. In fact, I'm the worst offender. -

Whﬂe fraudulently posing as a judge, I gorge

 myself on chocolate chip cookies, apple pie,

rhubarb and strawberry jam, hean plel-:le and
hanana loaf. Dehetaua' :

‘example; it’s meant Susan has had to make a
double batch of everything. I sure hope she
—-anything. She’s earned it.
~ Not to be out-done by her older. sister,
Cathy’s been up to her elbows in projects too;
not to the same extent, but enough to keep the
pot boiling. The:,r’ll have fan comparing notes.

Smee. -all athera follow. ~Dad’a ternble ;

By Jlm Thomas

For the baya, however, Neil in particular,
this year’s Fair is.tinged ‘with sadness.

They lived for the Pet Show: for one
reason. To show off “Rolfie”’. And show off he
did, winning two ribbons in '76 and another in
'77. But Rolfie’s no more, killed by a car last
April. We're not over it }fet

Yes, we have a replacement, but it’s still
not the same. It'll never be the same;
replaeementa never are. For one thmg
“Prince’’ is but a pup; twelve weeks old and
still in.the silly stage.of life. He'd go crazy in
the ring with so many side attractions.
.*But the. . boys .must, .enter. aamethmg;
they’re, insistent.and Sofam L. e ne

So we're bus_',r traming a aueeeaaar af
sorts.

K

h

Quacker’s no dag, a fact yau’ll qmekly.

recognize, Friday. We're not sure she’ll even
lead. We'll knaw better come show-time at 5
p.m.’

More than llkEI}", she’ll lay an egg.

_ '-Coun(:ll Capers

My press pass dldn’t help a bit

Being re_]eeted is a 'very traumatic ex-

perience for anyone, but it’s especially tough
on a young reporter;
and it’s always unex

When I chose to make a career of jour-
"~ nalism, I naively assumed reporters were

loved and respected the world over. After all,
I reasoned, keeping the world informed is an

important ]ab I never dreamed r'd be lum ped
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bléhltunes a'r Markhum Fcnr s offlc:ul c:pemng 1 97]

s¥ These five ;eaﬁemm presided at the official
Markham Falr back In 1971—seven years ago. They are (left %o
right), erﬂum Ml}'ar Tony Roman; Fair President, Bcn. Paisley;
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the late Jack Dennett of CFRB; Dean Hughe: and the late T.H.
) Palsler. Presidenl in 1958.

Ty

s ==Jim Thomas.

it haedpena to him often,

aag'

with the dregs of aaei'et:,r — muggers, tax'men,l

and dog catchers! An outcast, almost.

‘You can imagine how disheartening it was
to learn I couldn’t attend Town. Council’s
Monday .Planning Committee  sessions. I'd
been brushed off before, but never like this. I
felt unwanted, and unloved. -

“The last time I recéived such a aethaek
was 14 years ago, when, as a child my older
brother and his friends threw me aut of then'

~ treefort.

Now Cameil has dene the same I‘.hing; I
can't play with them. At least it seems that
way. There I was, the budding young reporter
with a new toy — Monday Planning Com-
mittee! I was eager and ‘enthusiastic to
provide the public with information ‘about
their municipality. Then Council kicked me
out of their treehouse. Quch! F

- The pubhe s probably wandering by now
what it is that Council’s trying to hide. It's
unfortunate for the politicians that election-
time is so near.

However, the electorate shouldn't jump to
conclusions or confusions, as the case may be
Council certainly has ealid reasons for thalr
decision. That all-day Monday marathon is

- source of background -material.

used ta thresh out policies. Most of what’s
debated there does eventually turn up in open

' -'eauaell meetmga Tl.Ieaday nights. -

Anyway, the average citizen would

. probably find much of what is discussed in

committee boring; the routine reports; the
departmental correspondence., But to
reporters, these discussions are a valuable
It's im-
possible to write a siorv. on something you

. know nothing about, alﬂiaugh I do know some
2 -jeurnahata who try

*1 sense Council is suspicious of me. This
adds to my growing paranoia. Nobody trusts

—By Ed Sch roefer

me. Not even politicians. It's a shadow that

must haunt every newsman in the country. I
asked my seven year old nephew how he liked
his new baby sister. He replied, *Is this on or
off the record?” Someone should explain
we're not undercover agents for the R.C.M.P.

Council distrusts me, because I'm a
reporter. Perhaps they are justified. Some
time ago, they had an unfortunate encounter
with the press. Now they’re being cautious.

I can't help but regret that I, as a

newcomer to The Tribune, have to suffer for
what amounts to ancient history. There’s a
lesson in all this somewhere.

Edi_'t'e'r"a

|__ Mail
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Two sides to police story

Dear Editor:
I was pleased to pick up your lateat issue
of The Tribune and read comments by

Regional Police Chief Bruce Crawford con- -

cerning the operation of the Force.

Personally, I'm sick and tired of hearing
the Police Department continually berated,
the very officers who are protecting you and
me.

I will always uphold the side of law and
order because, without it, there’d be chaos.
Ang that, | baheve is what many of these
agilalara would prefer.

If all the police critizs would take the time
to look at themselves, they migh
'Ihere are two sides to every story. I'm glad
you saw fit to print the Chief’s side.

LLOYD WISMER,

Markham, R.R. 2.

t see 2n
image that could stand some alterations too. -

Dear Mr. Thomas:

A word of appreerahan eaneermng your

lead editorial in the Sept. 21 edition entitled

““Town mayor retires a winner”’. No one could
have said it better.

In any discussions I've had with Gordon
Ralcliff, he's always been the perfect gen-

tleman; willing to help in every possible way. .

Believe me, when problems arise, it's nice to
be treated in such a manner.

‘Politicians of Mr. Ratcliff’s stature are
few and far between. Regardless of what the
future holds, our Town has benefited by his
being here.

GLADYSREID,

R.R. 2, Stouffville.




