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Town mayor retlres a winner

Following ﬂghl rewardmg years on
Whitchurch-Stouffville Council, including six

}eatrs as mayeor, Gordﬂn Ratchf[ is calling it
quits.
He will not seek re-election ir November.
Many will look on this as the mayor’s only
mistake; that he should have defended the
position ‘he’s served so well.

- However, comment of this kind comes too
late. Mayor- Ratcliff’s already made up his
mind  and we doubt if persuasion by an
ratepayer or this newspaper, will change it.

- It’s common practice at such times,: for

the media within a municipality, to cite the :

accomplishments of an individual nearing the
end of hIS (or her) political career. We find
this difficult, however. For it is not what

'Every wail nf the Town fire alarm du&sn t
denote “‘the real thing”’.

On many occasions, there’s no fire at all,
I:nru]tI this doesn’t lessen the urgency of each
ca

demand instant response. -

For a fire department that depends 100
per cent on volunteers, the Whitchurch-
. Stouffville unit stands second to none. We
-know this better than anyone; we've been

--chasing the red truck arnund town more than

- 25 years.
While reacting to emergency mtuahnns in
‘the shortest -possible time is unportanl ac-

- complishing something upon-arrival is more’
“This . separates: - the. ‘éx-- '

important still:

Motor vehicle collisions, d:uwmngs '
heart attacks; a multitude of . El'ﬂEI'gEIEIEE-_

He’s a “take-charge guy”

. an accepted fact that, on calls of this kmd
. George’is ‘“‘a take-charge UYL b

- that'only comes with years on, the:job. -Wit- -

Gﬂrdm Ratcliff did that will be remembered
here, but what he was — not a politician, but a
friend. . .

Despite the pressing problems of the
Town's hlEhEEl office, Mayor Ratcliff’s
personality never changed ‘He would make
decisions, but he would make no enemies,
something that can be said of few people in
politics.

Gordon Ratcliff’s decision to step down at
the end of the current year, is his own; not
prompted out of fear of being beaten, but
rather, a desire to see someone else have a
ch_ance -
It was Mayor Ratcliff himself who put it
well when he said: “I gave it the best I had”.
No one could ask more.

Early Thursday morning, we attended a
multi-vehicle collision at the intersection of
Woodbine Avenue and the Stouffville-Gormley
Road. All the injured except one had been
admitted to hospital.. One driver was still
trapped in his car. That’s when we observed -
the pruﬂclem:}r of a Whitdlmdaﬁtnuffvlﬂe
hreman — George Wilson. - ..T 2

' While he d be the last to pmclau'n his own -
importance, (more likely down-play it),-it’s

Wi S e 'I--n.r.-.

We  We say so, ‘becausé we've watched hlm -
. react to llfe-and-dealh situations in'a manner -

Wl

perienced fromthe mexperlmced ‘thé men i nesses to Thursday s traged:,r wﬂl know what -

frum the boys... T R T D __._,-.
g %
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Gov’t to he commended

The Daws Gﬂvernment is to he :::um-' .' with these nutbreaks until .we hrmg

“mended for its prompt action in dealing. with -

~the transportation strike in Metro.: ite the
* foot-dragging of the NDP, sumethmg which
*. certainly did not enhance their image, the
- Government ‘of Premier Davis,"acted with

' correctness and despatch supp-nrted by the

leerals

‘This strike against the public could have -
dragged on for weeks, bringing chaos, in- -

convenience and hardshlp to thousands. Dnce

" upon a time strikes involved only capital and

labor. Now a large percentage are a direct
measure taken by labor against the puhhr:

"~ Such action cannot be:tolerated. :
.These walkouts; slowdowns; wurlungs o -

rule and the currmtly popular rntatmg strikes
cause inconvenience and ‘even danger . to ‘or-

dinary people. They are a move directed -
. against publicly-owned enterprises, that is, -

“against the public Eﬂllectwely There is.no

right to strike against the puhlm safet:.r by .

anybody, anywhere, an:,rtlr.nﬁ

Metro’s populace in general will u:ertaml;.r.
say, ‘‘amen’ to the Government’s action,
However, unions will continue to get away

] 4“#‘ WE'- IIIE-EI'I

' “ “1st baseman with the club, played one game

~ 'sport,

s
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our
thmkmg up to date on the suh_]ect nf umun
- power and people’s nghts '

A champ'ion

Last week, this newspaper gave Front
Page pubhmty to a story of courage and
dedication on the part of a Stouffville Jut.remle
fastball player. :

The news item revealed how Brad Steel, a

-and parl; of another, :mpeded by two broken
- ‘bones in one foot. The information attracted -
the attention of many people.

The important thing here, is the fact that
to win an Ontario Title, regard]ess of the
requires "sumethmg extra’’, That
“extra” ingredient was borne out in this 18
year old’s refusal to quit even when,
medically speaking, he should have been in
hospital. Thats the ingredient of a true
ehampmn. . .

- gisles, thumping

- reached the back. What happened to the boy? '
The pastor . couldn’t . remember hut .ap-

parently he survived. : -

* whose voice fairly lifted the chur

" Church sanctumes are sacred and fur

the ‘most  part,. dre. treated ‘with’ ‘”utrnnst
respect. This is the’ way it should be. However,"

‘too solemn a -type service can have 1ts
~drawbacks. Folks tend to be easily distractéd '
| out of the:ordinary occurs.

. You've seen:it- and so have .-

when snmethmg

' Rgammg Around

,.|

For Exampl& a chlld cries and all:heads. ;
turn. A loud sneeze; the samereactmn ﬁdeep- ‘tat.‘another, a wasp’s nest was d:smvered

'snnr& everyhndy hears AR T

Why ‘do peuple react in thls manner‘?“ Dn

,they think the minute a person steps inside a
. ~chapel, .
- ‘Would that they WEre, . feqo - thial R

.all . human fraﬂhe& are fnrgwen.

' There are muusters I Lmuw whn can tell
some of ‘the most hmr~ra:5mg stories; ex~
ceptional happenings one would never. dream
possible. Over the’ years, I've made mental*
notes of a few. :

It was an Evemng harvesthnme serwce 't
. and the pulpit was banked with every kind of
The -
~congregation, unusually large,- was full of

fruit. and . vegetable' imaginable.

thankfulness, for the blessings - provided.

E'

During the prayer of .thanksgiving, a-little

boy, possibly. bored by the "proceedings,

- slipped out of his seat and toddled up to the

front. After checking the array of produce; he
selected one to his liking and gave it a pull.

Suddenly, an avalanche. of pumpkins,- like .

huge yellnw boulders, began ru]lmg down both
‘and bum ping until they

Then there was the uper t

On a particular Sunday morning, she selected

‘the well-known hymn, “Bless This House".

About half-way thrnugh, the vibrations shook

: sulmst
rafters. -

- will -be 50,000

loose a'sparrow’s nest, tucked “safely” away

in the ceiling. Straw, feathers twigs and eggs

plummeted stralght dnwn landmg squarely
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Blg boatees to flll for 78 buby champ at Markham Fcnr
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[ght o{ Markhlm Fair again this year will be the Baby. . -
Shui.’SaL Sept 30 beginning at 10 a.m. On the left Is the winner in o
%1976, Deani Norman Spang, soa of Dianne (holding him) and Rick

’ ’Spang. l’nrmerly nl’ Stoufllville lnd now of Oshawa. On the right is

Hiram and Darlene

Ht:d ;
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" Melanie Harman, the champion in 1977. She is the daughter of |

Harman, formerly of Stouffville and now of

- Campbellford. With \Iahnle is the 'H Qnm of the Fair, Dianne |

s.. . =JinThomas.
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- symphony orchestras. All we
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“_Pleuse Lord!

Strange thmgs happen in church

. on her head. The solo and the service ended
::‘11:-1*1.1;.1t13,=r

=~In sume mmmumtles it's still common

fur churches to close down for a few weeks.
durmg the summer. This is fine as long as a
thorough search of the sanctuary is completed .

-before it re-opens. At one country location, a .
<. skunk made its presence felt in the choir. Iaft

..(too late):in:the organ and at. still another, a
pair of:-bats terrorized the ‘congregation.

Most churches keep their front dmrs
clnsed durmg the service; for good reason.

- Dogs have been known to come wandering
“in.and one minister (again, in the country),

~will never forget the Sunday a plg ambled uI:nl

the aisle. --:
Just about every churc:h has had at least

-one-catastrophe during the taking of the of--

fering; you know the kind, where the plate -

. suddenly tips and all the lmse change falls

through the register.
Fate, it seems, deals more harshly with

' Sunday- gu~tu meetm men than women,
mostly, - I guess, because the poor husband’s.
- mntlnually harassed by his wife to get up; get

. Presbyterian Church. .As.
:.queaked in the back as the minister was

“arriving at’the front. -Hardly had I time to
" calch my breath when the usher requested: I
- assist hlm wl[h the uffermg I told him I
'-_wnuld '

_Blem Thomas‘-:

dressed and get to church on time. Mis-
- matched socks, shoes and even suits are g

common among males, myself included.

- The worst, hnwev.r_er was six Sundays ago.
It was a juint'summer service between the
Uniteds 'and : the Presbyterians in the
usual,

It was: stlﬂmg that day su B tmk uff m}r

--!--mal during. the first hymn When., the -call
.came for.the “collection’, I was. ready -s0 I

. thought. However, I soon- realized that, in my
haste, I had pulled on-my. pants hut n%lected
to put on my belt..

‘While pastor Carder dehvered the uf-

-.fertnry prayer, I could feel them’ slipping —

inch by inch towards the floor. “What lf—--'?” |

. The very thought raised great beads of per

spiration on.my brow. : -
Once relieved of the,plate, I plunged both

hands info the pockets so I wouldn't trip over
the cuffs — and rear:hed my seal saf&ly Samts

be pralsed'

The Fou rth. Quar’rer

Never too old to learn

. “In five years it is estimated that there
_ teachers without - jobs
Canada,”  writes fellow columnist Bruce
Wmlestune in The Daﬂy Gleaner, Frederic-
ton... .
“One of the possible alternatives is that
ple will use schools for adult training, that

-older people will return to schools in Jater life

for expanded education in all kinds of areas.

.. Education, which costs Canadians $17.5 billion

a.year, w
. use as our usual schm]-age p-npu.lahun con-
. tinues to decline.”

will have to be put to more practical

Continuing education for n]der folk
already is available in. many universities,
culleges and schools. Each. fall, .more and

- more educatmnal institutions are recognizing
I{ - ~this - new . “market””
. teachers and fuller use of mstl}.r hulldmgs and

for-. ernpluyment of

facilities. -. -
pecml recﬂgmtmn is gwen to smmrs in

-~ many cases. Tuition fees either are waived -

.completely or are greatly reduced — in some
.. cases_covering only. the school's added ex-.
. pense for supplies and transportation.

-For example, my wife and I are signed up

for a University of Guelph course on sym-

phumr: music. Lectures are interspersed with

trips to hear performances of four different
pay is that

portion of fees required for concert tickets and
transportation - and that portion is modest

" and seems a bargain.

““When we stop learning, we stop living,”

says Dr. Betle Stephenson, Ontario’s new

Minister of Education. Keep on really living
by getting into a course to your taste, likely
being offered somewhere nearby. You are

almost certain to find something to suit you;

instruction runs all the way from antique
furniture evaluation to welding - not qmte
from A to Z.

Perhaps you should consider going back -°

to school on a more extensive basis - perhaps
(but not necessarily) working towards a
degree. Many oldsters are doing .this in
colleges across the land. South of the border,
well-known singer Pearl Bailey is “fulfilling a

lifelong ambition at the age of 60''. She has

gone back to school (Georgetown University).
‘“The joy of learning is so wonderful,”” she
enthused. When someone suggested she was

starting late in life, she laughed (as did .a

in

gmng back next year,

number ‘of llstenmg younger students whu

have trouble keeping up with her) and
* countered “Honey, I say there ain’t no such

thing as 4 senior cmzen I dun‘t use that wnrd

no-how’;’.
Pear] says she is going to write a baok

titled “Don’t Tell Me You're Too Old, H{mey -

/. It's Tough 'But It’s Fun!”

In addition to her courses at Georgetown
(philosophy, French, Islamic religion and
Egyptian art) she herself ieaches-drama at
Duke Ellington high school nearby.

““Bducation should never end, no matter -

what our age or circumstances ".-sa:,rs writer
Kenneth Bagnall. ST am e

we .

_ By Leshe Holbrook

f

If you livein a r:amru'numl;mIr wﬁere mllege )

or school facilities are nﬂt reatili;.r available,
he suggests you urgamze.—a ‘group for study
and discussion with -members themselves
leading the group on a rotating basis.

This has an ‘advantage all its own,
bringing people together, not only to listen to
an instructor, but to each other, sharing ideas

and exchang,mg viewpoints.
Send comments and "questions (long,

e élamped, addressed envelope for reply) to —

The Tribune, c/o P.O. Box !505 Guelph, Ont.
NIH ENB

Edltc-r 8 Mﬂll

Wonderful day

Dear Editor: ’

Thanks to the puhhmty pmwdad by your
paper, I attended the Mennonite-sponsored
festival at Black Creek Pioneer  Village,
Saturday and took along three of our children.

Next to a day at Markham Fair, it was the

L

" most satisfying and enjoyable outing any of us

had ever experienced. We came home loaded

. down with enough home-made bread, pies and

buns to last us til Christmas. .

Apart from the buys, however, it was an
“‘education’, snmethmg the family will never
forget. We won't let them, ‘because were

o thrjy Hll‘.ll
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