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steep streets, in the old part of the
city, are lined with tall, narrow
frame houses, painted in vivid shades
of pink, green and yecllow. Inter-
spersed among the houses are the
towers and spires of churches and
other public structures, some old,
some new. Further our, the newer
secttons are indistinguishable, 1n
most ways, from the residential and
industrial suburbs of any North
American city. However, the oldest
street on the continent, Water Street,
dates back to 1583 when Sir Hum-
phrey Gilbert claimed the island as
a British possession.

The residents of St. John's, like
other Newfoundlanders, speak with
a ltlting accent. Fortunately, for the
visitor, it is considerably easier to
understand than that of the fisher-
men from the tiny outports. They
speak with an earthy wit peculiar to
the people of that province. Nobody
could ever accusc a Newfoundlander
of taking himsclf too scriously. Scv-
eral years ago a city councillor com-
mented that a road, then being buile,
had cost so much moncy it should
indeed be a road deluxe, When the
timc came to name the new strect, it
was called Road Deluxe. Every News-
foundlander, it scems, i1s a born
racontcur. Drop into onc of the bars
on Water Street, the main thorough-
fare, and find out for yoursclf. Lis-
teners are always welcome.

Although St. John's was the firse
sitec 1n Brittish North America con-
tinuously visited and eventually sct-
tled by white men from western Eu-
rope, it was not incorporated until
the late 19th century. The old part of
the city dates back, for the most parr,
only to 1892 with some small scc-
tions going back to 1846 and only
a few buildings from before that.
Two major conflagrations, in 1846
and 1892, virtually destroyed the
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biggest and best parc of the capital,
which is why ""Old St. John's™ really
isn't all that old.

One of the carliest buildings still
in usc is St. Thomas Anglican
Church, familiarly known as the
“Old Garrison'". It opened in 1836.
The Roman Catholic Basilica of St.
John the Baptist, an imposing twin-
tower structure, was constructed be-
teween 1841 and 1855. It is buile 1n
the shape of a Latin Cross and holds
6,000 worshippers. The Colonial
Building, scat of government from
1850 to 1960, is another of the city’s
older buildings. Built of stonc
brought from Cork, Ircland, and
opened January 28, 1850, it served as
Newfoundland's House of Assembly
through four successive forms of
government.

Signal Hill Nacional Historic
Park, site of the Cabot Tower and

Y ! L S P T ot o : ;
q.q' il a 7 %ﬂﬁahﬁwfﬂ;_:&rfﬁtx_L‘Ttﬂ-;:}t'*
T a e e L e R o
Y it Ol Moo T B o
: F*lﬁr“riﬂf'ﬂf‘ﬂriﬁ‘:,lﬁ_'“ Ly T
SRt o el P TR Y T
P K = 1.‘-.,i|:‘;

R e
ol Wl T ]

i gt :: 1--_ .. -. ..I.I !

A LA T S et VP L
} [ % e o W N :.q.___-_" ey
ok T A e Ol e L o

i =t PRU, & LT A
e i ECTE ‘.i"'*"""*'.-‘:-'.i%. e
e Loy W T, N

CiaC R T -'-'i N
Iy SRl LR A
z ..- i .,‘q-* L T,

| ol v
R . =

r .y L 3 s

ey L X, T T

rh-.-' R Wi P [ ol

-t o N ) -I‘I"..'_“._ &

5 oom o= l'r.-.ii % e _.‘" _i._" et B E i“
= - ol e R T .

- LS R -
L] Vet o - [ ok B - i
' d o'} “: J;;';.- e —.I._.“ EX T e Il
2 eat . .
i P . . * ol e omm r. T o g - LT L
2 4 a i - .-' . ‘-.:._:‘. L] % Ly i i .. i
- 1 sl ) o - : - i r a
™ r - s =

(far left) North lake, P.E.I. (middle) St.
John's ar night. (above) Beach, P.E.I.
(left) Water Street, St. John's (lower left)
Farm Vacarion, P.E.I.

Queen’s Battery, is probably St
John's best known tourist attraction.
The view of the city and surrounding
area is magnificent. The Visitors’ Re-
ception and Interpretation Centre at
the Park features an audio visual tour
of the history of Newfoundland.
From here foot paths lead to Gibbett
Hill, Qucen’s Battery, Cabot Tower
and Ladies Lookout.

Not everything worth visiting in
St. John's is old. The Arts and Cul-
ture Centre, Newfoundland’s major
Canadian Centennial project opened
in 1967 and has been a resounding
success. The Centre includes a 1,000-
scat theatre, an art gallery, library
facilitics, teaching facilitics consist-
ing of classrooms and studios for the
visual arts, drama and music, and
A restaurant.

St. John's is an ideal city for the
outdoorsman. He need not even go
beyond the city limits to enjoy swim-
ming, boating, hiking and fishing.
Several modern hotels and motels are
conveniently located both downtown
and on the outskirts of the cuy.
Necarby campgrounds arc numcrous.
Good restaurants arc also at hand.
The province is noted for its finc
Qucen crab, lobster, Adantic salmon,
halibut and cod tongues.

Visitors can travel to Newfound-
land cither by air or car ferry from
North Svdney, Nova Scotta to Port
aux Basques and to Argentia. From
Port aux Basques to St. John's 1t's
904 kilomewres (565 miles) on the
Trans-Canada Highway. Argentia
is 126 kilometres (79 miles) from
St. John's.




