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. ByJane McDonald
There is 'nothing like
leaving Toronto Inter:

- national Airport on a dark

February morning at 30 -
degrees below  zero

Celsius and arriving a few
hours laterata troplcal 30

- degrees above. -

Tampa A1rp-nrt one of -
the mast beautiful air-
ports 1 have ever seen,
gave me tlnswmter break
and I

recommend it for anyone

~~ faced with the worst part:
of a Canadian winter —

those - last _couple of .

‘months “when - Ontario

begins to look like the set
from the- muvle “Dr..
Zhivago”. .

I was. wurl-t:mg fnr a:
| time
and had been assigned to
do a story on a local real
estate' agency . trymg to -

‘convmt:e Canadlans to

buy land in the Sunshme
State. .. .

I had checkad the ﬁrm
out - with the Ontario
Ministry of Consumer and
Commercial  Relations
and they_ had given-it-a
clean bill of health, so. it
was just a matter of -
seeing the - pmperty the
firm. had to offer. -

As it turned out, it was

- all on the up—and-up and -

that. meant :a rather
routine .stur}' and ' the .

- chance  to -enjoy - warm

sunshine while my, co-

~workers ‘and nenghbors
'back in Canada scraped

_ Oranges and rattlers

Beat winter blahs in the Sunshine St

mndshmlds and shivered
hit the
. each

as _their feet
bedroom™ floor
murmng

It was FEbmﬂr)' of 19’?4
‘when I landed in Florida,

so the fuel shortage was

in full swing, making it

difficult to get. around.

Even a rented car meant

a quarter-filled gas tank

and at rural Lake Placid

in the centre of Flmcla

where I was staying, the

‘population was scattered,
-realize that.

‘oranges in Florida frnm_"..
privately-owned orchards:
-is against the law. And I

‘with no“transit - system.
~Orlando and
Dlsneyworld were located

about 100 miles to the
uurthandtheeuastswere-

- about 150 miles to either

-side of me. The fuel
.shortage even prevented .

me from .driving the
‘relatively few short miles

to Sarasota for a chance, 4
‘any minute, I ran across -

‘the “four-lane hlghway,
not an easy task in‘itself,
| started picking

-oranges and grapefruit in
-the dead of night. .- -
- .And as it turned out, I

“however" . slight,

bumpmg mto my favunte, 1
‘author, - John D. Mac-"
-Donald, who spells his

‘last name a little- funny,
but. nevarthelas_s is a

terrific writer. -
~However, all these
shurtcnmmgs .were

forgotten -as soon as ‘I

stepped off.the. plane and-

felt the sunshine bake into
_my Ontario pallor and my
t‘rnst-bnttled bones.

‘Can you imagine how
much bettera trip such as
mine -would ‘be today =
when the fuel restrictions -

Ihave been l}fted?

Anyway, . the
cnmmadatmn for .the

i g e

697 BAY ST.

(at Gerrard)
587-0636

imrn: "™ IEL-A.II tuﬁuvmms BEL- AR BURKE'S mm 'rmu m‘n TH.I;'EL

Amencan Alrlmes

Hyatt Hotel
Dec. “‘7'7 May *78

Saturglay Departures

33 8 1"!‘
o oF 1"
uu.n-

ac-

gmup of CanadJans I was

with was excellent — a.
recently-built Holiday Inn
complete - with palm-.

encircled pool — a sight

every one of the
Canadians. seamed
fascinated by. .. -

Across from the hnte.l
was an orange grove
where I thought 1 would

pick a few fresh citrus the .
night  before I was to

leave for home.

Unfnrtunately, 1 ditl:t‘t R 5

picking

also wasn’t aware until %

‘the next day that a rather
large contingent of State .+
was. bllluted at . ¥
‘the Holiday Inn Ay N

Troopers

So, unaware of the far:t i

that I could be arrested at

and

-very easily could have
become the dead part-of -
the night; not because the
State Troopers could have -

shot me; nor from getting.
| hit by a car as I crossed .
 the highway again back to

the Holiday ‘Inn; but
because I wasn’t the only

‘interloper -in the cltrus
'.grl:we. ol

T

Tt seems that the sandy

areas where I had filled .
. my ‘shnpping _ba'g_ with
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genuine Florida produce
was where -rattlesnakes
sleep at night. I-didn’t
learn this until the-next
‘day when a chambermald
who . saw..my. bag of
goodies almost fell over
when 1 told, her where I
had filled it. ,
An}rway, I dld get hﬂme
safely that following day .

-after almost missing the

plane —- timetables -are.
another of society’s set of
I_‘I.l]ESI that I ﬁad dlffi(:ult
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to fulluw - and gave my dullars you pay out on fual

loved" ones. thear hard-
earned fnut

-Even- thuugh lt was a
wurl-ung vacation and

cars Wwere lined up for-

blocks -in . a desperate

. search for. gasoline, it'is
" good" to remember that .

_particular tnp on’ these

}fau’ll never, see anything -
grean agam EIEE]}I. tha
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‘ceptionally
:showing a
interest;
'lmuwledge, for Canada.
| the
“Canachan Night” held at:
grey, - dreary :mid-winter. - the hotel.dining room in -
“days . when .you -think .

bills. - -~

~And- the :people of
Florida - were  ex-
friendly,
great deal. of
if ~very . little

For .example,

our. honor featured roast
beef and anksh:;e

puddmg

... g0 anym

Cuba opening
years, but it does afford
relativel)r- .
- mexpenswe and. .con-
venient- way to beat the B

“you a

Flurida may not be as
much of an “in” place to
ore : what -with -
travel throughout the
West Indies, Mexico and -

slush of mnter

‘And Florida is:almost _

as close as a call to your
travel agant o
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