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. leader
speak of his experiences.

‘unexpected ' and

‘The backs of many local Christiaus heads wil! be
prominently featured in a World Vision of Canada movie.
Members of the Stouffville Youth Festival and other
Christians from throughout the community.were on hand

.....

o3 - ille Youth Fellowship

for the Hlming at Dmksnn Hill Missionary.Church Friday

- night. The local people played the part of the congregation.
The Dickson Hill Church, which closed in the spring, is now
used every Sunday evening by the youth group.

. The Stouffville
Pentecostal Church was

Lfilled to its rafters last

Saturday night to hear
former New York gang
[srael Narvez

Israel told his warm,
moving story to ap-
proximalely 230 people.
The crowd was entirely
the
organizers were required

to scrounge up every last.

chair they could find in

order. to. seat everyone.

The story Mr. Narvez -

told was one of rising
from the depths of a New
York City s!reat gang,
with its life of beatings,
knifings.and drugs, o a
life of Chrlstlaml},r

Israel was the leader
of the powerful Mau Mau
gang,. and came to be

known to the outside.
.world through -another *
former gang.member,

"-Nicky Cruz. -Mr.. Cruz.
finding- of -Christ -and-his=~he-was-actually-enjoying ~-
- éxploits. were . written
. about ‘in ‘the book' The
., Cross - and - the ~“Switch-

blade. Mr. Cruz, who
now has a .world-wide
ministry, - mentioned

Israel in his book, which

* - subsequently led Israel to

me mmnstr:.r

Israel’s story was
aimed at the younger

" members of the crowd,

and he still’ retains the
streel jargon and man-
nperisms to help him reach

the kids.

Most of his listeners
were amazed al how
young Israel was when he
first got involved with the
gangs. He commented
that his first experience
with a gang was when he
was 13 years old.. -

“] had to pay off my
lunch money of 15 cents to
some gang member,” he
said ““so I told my brother

" and he'gave me my first

switchblade. I pulled the

knife on the guy and he

left me alone.
Afterwards hnwever

the other members

surrounded Israel and he,

was fortunately saved by
the gang leader of
another group, who was
of the same Puerto Rican
background as Israel.

“was strange,
really did listen to him." |
. A few weeks later on
July 4th Rev. Wilkerson’

The leader then
asked Israel to join his
gang and with a little
hesitation, he did.

His first “rumble”
took place just a few days
afterwards, and Israel
recounted his experience -

of non-involvement.

'“When the two
met I could see a

[ew guys falling and I
knew this was no place’
for me. So I ran into a
building and hid out until
it was all over. Af-

terwards 1 took off home

as fast as I could, all you
-:uuld see was my dust.”
Israel interspersed -

his talk with numerous
humorous anecdotes that

~were well received. He

has a disarming. com-,

-fortable style that put the

audience at ease and built
up a quick rapport with
them.

Following his initial
‘fight Israel became more

“and more :involved with
-the violence, finding that

it-He also started into the
drug scene when' he- was

15 years old.

The Apache gang
split up so Israel formed
his own, named "after a
fierce African lnhe the
Mau Mau:

*The gang started to

- grow quickly, so, we
started beating heads of

rﬂher gangs. Pretty soon '
- became one of the
strmgtzﬁl gangs in town,
we had over 300 mem-
bers " he cﬂmmented
The first turning
point in his life came a
short while later when he
met with David
Wilkerson, the
to help the gangs.
Israel’s

derision, “This guy was
really weird, . talking
about God and the Bible,
nobody knew what he was
up to. But even then he

had an influence over the

gang, myself included. It
‘but we

got ‘'a number of gangs
together and held what
must have been a very
unusual service. Despite
warnings of a major

PRE
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outbreak of violence, the
service went off without a
hitch. :
It was at this service
that Israel admitted that

he let Jesus in his heart §

for the first time. “I
started crying, 1 don’t
know why, but I did
Afterwards I talked to the
minister  and started to
get involved with the
Bible. It was there that I
left my gang life behind
for the first time.”
-. However, Israel went
back to his gang following
what he thought was ra
hetrayal from
‘minister.:

Back with the gang
he got into moré trnuble

‘and violence, and.'was

sentenced to ﬁ'r!re years in
the state reformatory on

-a ‘manslaughter charge.

After being released,

Israel said he *hated
everything a_nti
everybody. But- that

changed- when 1. went

home and saw my mother -’

—-

and . knew I was

destroying" her. 110 P

from that point on my life

changed for the better.” .

A while later he met
Nicki Cruz and they
discussed Nicki's work as
a minister, “I felt good,”
Israel said,

the ‘second time in my

life, I knew you couldn’t -

run from the Lord."

one .

“and I also .
_felt the tug of Jesus for

Ex gang leader finds God

"1.151&:1.“
stand at the door and door, I will come into his

knnek-- 1f anyﬂne hears hmﬁe

he says, ‘I My voice and opens the

*(Rev. 3:20).
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DICKSON HILL —
Local church people,
members .of the Stouff-

Dickson I-Iill

sight to
congregations throughout

Last Fnday night
World Vision of Canada
moved a film crew into

the Dickson Hill Church,

and using local ' church
people as  the
congregation, filmed an
address by Rev. William
Campbell, Werld Vision
Representative . for

Our churches

-

"IHE TRIBUNE, 'IHUIEDA‘E ‘hﬂ\'EM.EER 24, 1977 1

Movie shot at local church

(hmhesandhﬂsmm'
Boards. 3
The church, which
dosed down in the spri
was used for the fi
for that very reason.
Graham Down,
cer of the movie,
told The Tribune that

they were looking for a

* Reflect on Advent

Bv REV.JACOB SMALL,
g Memorial
Christian Church
Some years ago King
George V and Queen
Mary, while vacationing
by the seaside, took a
walk along the ocean
front. When the Queen
sprained her ankle, they
were forced to seek
assistance at a nearby

cottage., In answer 10
their knock, a voice
called out, *‘Who’s
there?" :

““King George and
Queen Mary™ was the
reply.

“Youdon't expect me
to believe that, do you?”
exclaimed the occupant.

“See for ynursel{ i
said the king.

Opening the door, the
man and his wife were
astounded to see the king

and queen. Immediately

the cottagers invited the
royal couple in and of-
fered all the help and
hospitality they could.

For years they retold the .

story and always -con-
cluded by saying, ‘‘You
know, we almost refused
to let them in!"’

L]

This season of Advent
preceding Christmas
encourages us to think of
that visit to planet earth
by the King of kings, our
Lord Jesus Christ, when
He came to be born as a
baby in Bethlehem's
stable so long ago. Of
course, His first -Advent
reminds us of the Bible
promise of His second
- Advent at the end of this
age. The doctrine of God
becoming incarnate in
the person of Jesus Christ
has always been a part of
historic Christianity from
earliest times and
believed by Christians in
all denominations.

In the DMemorial J
Christian Church, as a
part of the Conservalive
Congregational Christian
Conference, we believe
and enjoy this precious
truth along with many
other important facts of
the Christian faith. With a
desire to continue to
serve this community as
it has done for well over a
century, - our
congregation
opportunities for worship,
fellowship, and education

b

offers.

through the Sunday
services, Sunday School,
Children’s Church,
Crusaders (Teens), Jet
Cadets (children grades

3, 4, 5, 6), ladies
meetings, and adult
fellowship.

Discover, appreciate,
and enjoy with us the fact
that the King of kings has
visited our world and
made it possible for
people like us to know
purpose and meaning to
life, a security which
cannot be destroyed or
inflated, a clear con-
science, peace with God,
and the assurance of
eternal life in our Lord
Jesus Christ.

At thatfirst Advent nf
our King so long ago,

Jesus ‘‘came to His own -

country, but His own
people - did not receive
Him. Some, however, did

receive Him and believed

in Him; so He gave them
the right to become God's

children” (John 1:12). In

this Advent season, as we
anticipate Chnstmas and
ultimately the Second
Coming of the King, He is
sta nding outside your life.
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EVENING, SATURDAY AND
SCHOOL-BREAK VACATION
COURSES —~ ENROLL NOW!

‘Wed.

© 9:30

- 7:30 p.m,

country church to film in
and since Dickson Hill
was no longer in use it
was no problem ﬂ::
arrange a time for
shooting

It was through a
mere coincidence that
Mr. Down learned about
the church. Howard
Mills, director of the
Stouffville Youth
Festival, said his son and
daughter, Donny and
Marian Mills, met Mr.
Down at a wedding and in
talking to him they
mentioned the church.

They mentioned to
Mr. Down that after the
Missionary Church closed
for lack of congregation
the Stouffville Youth
Fellowship contracted
with the Missionary
Church to use the building

for their Sunday night
meetings which formerly

‘were held at the Stouff-

ville Youth Centre. -

“The church just
suited them to a tee,”
cummented Howard
Mills,

The youth festival
members were asked to
come out and participate
in the filming and in-
vitations - were - extended
to the congregations of
other local churches. The
rural church was about
three-quarters  full
Friday evening.

The youth festival
meets every Sunday night
from 9:15 to 10:30 p.m. at
the church .

This coming ISun:la;.* ‘

the film The Devil's
Coach will be shown.

e e
Church Services

SPRINGVALE
. BAPTIST CHURCH
Gormley-Stouflville Rd.
At6th Cone.
(Kennedy Rd.)
Rev. Tom Hamilton
Phone 887-5651
" Sunday, Nov. 27, 1977
10 a.m. — Sunday School
11:00 a.m. — Morning
Worship. DMessage -

. “Breaking the Barrier of

Prejudice"

7:00 — Evening Service
The Workmen Quartet of
St. Catharines
7-8:15
Family Night. Sk:.rFﬂrce -
Children’s Program.

BLOOMINGTON
CHRISTIAN
GOSPEL CHURCH
~ Rev.C.W.Sorley
Sunday, Nov. 27, 1977

- 9:45 — Sunday School

11:00 — Morning Worship
Tues & Fri. 7 pm. —
Pioneer Girls

- Wed. B p.m. —Prayef—

Bible Study.

Watch “SHARE" onl

. Global TV Sunday 7:30

A.M.

GOSPEL HALL :
"GOODWOOD, ONTARIO
3rd Line & 47 Hwy. ' .
"LORD’SDAY
Breaking Bread 9:30
Sunday School and Bible
Class 11:30.a.m.
GOSPEL Meeting 7 p.m.
Mon. - Bible Study 8 p.m.
Thurs. - Prayer 8 p.m.
‘Please No offerings taken
ALL WELCOME

CHRIST CHURCH
o ANGLICAN
254 Sunset Boulevard
Sunday, Nov. 27, 1977
FIRSTSUNDAY
IN ﬁD‘UE‘QT
a.m. Morning
Prayer Rev. ‘W F. Edne:.r
Church School
— Evensong
Canon Puxley & -M,
Britton,
 NURSERY SERVICES
" * " PROVIDED

ALTONA
- MISSIONARY
CHURCH
. Pastor—V, Klaue |
Sum:lay, Nov. 27, 1977,
10 a.m. — Sunday School
11 -a.m. Mﬂrnmg

-Worship

- i 3{] — Evening Serwce
Rev.. Wayne Good with
slides from Nigeria.

‘Wed. — Prayer Meelmg _
- 8:00 p. m; -

You are cordially invited

“lo lhe Misslonary Church

BAKER HILL
BAPTIST CHURCH

' Pastor-James Shantz

Sunday, Nov, 27, 1977
9:50 ‘a.m. Sunday
School : '
11 a.m.
Worship —
Wed. 8 p.m. — Prayer —
Bible Study.

==

Morning

UNIONVILLE
GOSPEL HALL
2nd Street at Hwy. 7
LORD'S DAY
Breaking Bread 9:30
Sunday School and Bible

- Class 11:30 a.m.

GOSPEL Meeting 7 p.m.
Wed.. Prayer — Bible
-§ Study 8 p.m.

All Hearlily Welcome

 STOUFFVILLE
UNITED CHURCH
Rev.J.L. Carder
B.A.B.D. _
Sunday, Nov.27,1977
11 a.m. — Advent Service
Sunday School
10 a.m,
Congregational Class
11 a.m. Nursery,
Kindergarten anar}' &
Jr. Classes -
Mon. 7:30 P*m_ — Ex.
plorers -- 8:00 p.m.
CGILIT. .. -
You will be welcome

. GORMLEY
MISSIONARY

Rev. Cecil Roseénberger
Pastor
Sunday, Nov, 27, 1977 .

9:50 a.m. — Family
Sunday School '
11 . a.m,
Worship
7:30 p.m.
Insplratmn
Wed. 8 p.m. — Prayer
-Service

A WARM WELCOME
_AWAITS YOU ALWAYS

—
-

ST.JAMES
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
Rev. Ted Creen
- 640-4195 .

Sunday, Nov. 27,1977 -
10 - a.m. ‘Morning

Worship Advent I -

““Christmas : is....
Hoping™'

11:15 — Church School,
classes for all chntdren

-|l.and teens.

Come and Join Us
For Worship

McCORMACK
MEMORIAL CHURCH

" Highway 48 at Vivian

Rev. C.W. Sorley Pastor

9:45 a.m. — Morning ,
Service "
11:00 a.m. — Sundayi
School
7'30 p.m.- — Evemng
Service .
Thurs. 8 p.m. — New L:Fe
Hour _
Tues. - 3:30 pm, -—
Pioneer Girls =~ |
Tues, - 7:00 p.m. - C S
Brigade.- = " .

STGIJFF‘U’ILLE .

" MISSIONARY

. CHURCH

'159 Main St. E.
- Jokn Hamiltnn—
. -Minister
- Jim Clubine—
Associate Minister
Sunday, Nov. 27, 1977.

19:45 a.m. — Famll}r
Sunday School, Bus
Service available.

11:00 a.m, — Morning

Worship, Ded:caunn of
children

7:00 p.m. — Evening

Service, Associate Pastor
Jim ' Clubine.
music by the Sacredaires
Octette, 'St, Catharines,
Wed. 7:00 p.m. — Pioneer

| Girls" & Boys' Clubs

7:30 p.m. — Prayer &
Bible Study

Fri. 6:45 p.m. — Jr. High
Youth :

8:00. p.
Youth .
“You're always welcome

at the :
Missionary Church"

4.  CHURCHILL BAPTIST CHURCH

. . (Aurora Sideroad & 9 Conc)
Rev. Paul Hope, B.Th —640-5625
"7 7 Sunday November 27th .

ANNIVERSARY SE_RVIBES

- Pastor - Roger Felluws from Bowmanville

speaking Special Music Master's Touch Trio

11:00 a.m. — Morning

7:20 p.m. — Evening Service with Hefféslunents

fulluwmg

‘Worship

“We warm| yw elcnme you*'

STOUFFYILLE PENTECOSTAL CHURCH

SERVING GOD. THE CONGREGATION
THE COMMUNITY

PASTOR

REV PAUL RIPLEY -

PH.440 5694

GREAT YOUTHRALLY
‘~SUNDAY SCHOOL -
: 4y
MORNING
WORSHIP
10:30 A.M.

-
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Inter-
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Morning :

Evening

Special |
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*WHOSOEVER WILL MAY COME’




