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.' ment can harn:fltj.r be described.

Standmg (left tn nght] Camlyn Spratt Bahw}rlh
‘Nakhjavani; Terry.-Spratt. ‘Seated (left to “right):
Bunme Hen:lerna Jlm Hmdema {and Paul), . Stan

Tu ‘the newly fnrmed Splntual Assembl_v
Baha 1s of Whitchurch- Stouffvﬂle. e e -

=
-
L
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,Dur fee]mgs of pleasure thankfulness and fulfill-, '
e

" Those of us in the surrnundmg Baha’i cnmmumt:es-
whn ‘have joined together to announce the birth of
‘your Assembly look: back w1th wonder to that mo-
ment when we formed. Gnly as time went on could-

we hegm to understand the slgmf' cance of that occa-
smn or appremat& its 1mphcatmns AN

‘ The E““cEPt in the Bah a’i Fmth fcr mstance that e .state and nation, will.in this day reach its climax with

authunty exisfs only in the Inshtutmn of the Splr-

of the

‘itual ‘Assembly itself,-and not-in‘its individual . mem-

T

. bers, that outside. the Assembly meetmg each of us;:d
mdmduall}r stood no- hlgher than any ‘other: member
‘of the community — taught us to appmach our wnrk --

r._..._l-.-
"

with humility. 1

r ‘-.ll. l 1

It i1s with deep affection for your new- bm'n Instlt.u- !

‘tion that we wish to share with you, as you hegin

your work, some of the resources we have discovered
_on which you will be able tﬂ draw

SFIHITUAL SPHINGTIME ‘ *

As it is within nature, and as it is within reltgmn,
- all things go through fnur stages: spring, summer, fall
and winter. Then after winter, the cycle is repeated
with a new spnngtlme. In only its 134th year of exis-
~ tence, the Baha’i Faith is still in the very early part
of its springtime, and you along with it.. As a part of
a’ dlﬂnEI}f ordained Administrative Order which in
time, as we know, will -become the foundation on
whlch a world cmhzatmn will be built, you are still
little more than a shoot. From that: shnnt .though,
will come the trunk, the branches then the hlas..-:nms
and finally the fru:t, which, wé must never fnrget,,
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Ph]lllps Karen Mllls Lurrame Pntchard
.. Chousky. Nine members. of Wiutchurch Stuuffwlle s
flrst Baha 1 Spmtual Assembly- ; _'__; | ~

] B e

arr.mnd the ‘world, has been .called into bemg tc: Ims-
ten that day. Yuu have been given specml puwers tcr
dothis. - - it S

. . -

HISTURICALCLIMA}( . ',:r

You have . the knnw!edge first. of all that Lhe
changes which'have overtaken the world have a r:ause
and will ultimately have a pnsltwe result. . As it has
been with the appearance’ ‘of the Founders of each’ of .
the world’s rehgmns, mankind has been’ unce again
thrust forward in its collective evolution. The prm:Ess
that has premnusly united the farml:,r, tribe,. city- -

%

" the unity of the entire human race. The upheaval,
.violence, apathy, lmmc-raht}* of today’s society.are,
“in a sense, the last excesses uf mankind’s adniescence
enrnute to its’ matunty g1 2 .

_ONENESSOFRELIGION -~~~ =

A
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'*-Semndly, you can tap ‘the. most powerful fﬂrce
.. there has ever been'to join people tngether, namely,

- faith. .Superstitions,, conflict ‘with science, ‘and ant,a-j._
gonistic creeds, each claiming exclusive rights to the -,

truth, those reg*rettahle aspects of religion that we see/
_ tnday, are butsigns that religion had passed m_tc_:_t_he
winter of its life. With" the coming of the Baha'i

Faith, and another springtime, we have made a re- .
markahle dlscnvery All rehgmns we now know, are
-essentially one.- Drawing their msplratmn from the -
same Divine Source, each- represents an’ unfﬂldmg'

revelation:of God’s: purpose.: for man.- As did.Moses,
Jesus and Muhammad in the past,” Bahd’u’lldh, Foun-:
der of the Baha’i Faith, has revealed God s w:li and
purpnse for. t.nday_ . _ de 3t

PEACE DF MIND ¥ Ta T T i aelea e

Thlrdly, you can gain strength i'rnm thn certamt}'

.Mlaﬁ :

Yuur Splrltual ﬂ;ssembly, like- the l'? Bﬂﬂ uthErs -

. THEBAHAISPIRITUAL ASSEMBHES IN ’IHE
e zﬁFUiAJAUﬂJ:CUMHEITTEIWIEL e

5 BAHA’LI LLAH -

' crease }ruu are munlved m J, mightv prm i.h-.h Cof . mlv

f and offer aasumnce m t,‘w t‘u*s.- nl’ dnll:hl-. and. uppn-

. would anynne elee. But - you. luul .|ll Those who,

* 'the oneness:of mankind yau ‘will be able (o dissolve
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glatmn whlch -must - t'm.lll:..’ emoerge. lrmmpll.m! COVeY
the ‘confusion of:this’ age of transition This convie-
tion- you will be :1!}!9 to share wuh [h{hi.' around vou,
* With it you- wﬂl be .1h]e to “encouizpe yourfriends, <
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hensmn* v_l;f.' A :-:_ CAE L -_'.;‘.k-.'-_'i: P
| Mnt that yﬂu Wl]l he lmnuuw Imm llwnp lh1m.;~ '
TI]E}T '.-n!] strlke you. w:tl'.u s rnur:h force 'as they

' through: you,: come to' LHH[E'i‘HLdt‘l([ llu- Il‘l‘.lrl]lr.‘:lllmh ol .
the Baha | Falth.,.wlll be well armed.. AL Bl
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Wlth an: understmuhng of (;nl:iw me for lml.w
you will .ward_off the anxiety and tension n[‘ an’ un-
“certain and trnuhled wurld : e .

ONENESS {JF MA,N KIND

thh t.he knuwledge ‘of. f.he oneness nl'wiu..mn .lml
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‘the pre;udn:es that'set one kind of’peoaple against an- -
‘other — pre;udmes that are ut tlw way rnnt u[' m:tn-
kmd s cnllectwe prﬂhlems*' T ] :

....r.,

With an acceptanﬂe ni‘ Ihlm u’]th through Whom -
Gud has ‘revealed his will and purpose for today., we
‘can acquire a vision and a purpose for our Iw:-u th.:l
no force on earth can shake & i

. Thesé.ara-'the puwers_u_f as:f-.hmm:i-_hﬁ:l faith that .
you have latent within your Assembly. We pray they

. may flourish and render valuah!c- service to w:rry one
in Whltchurch Stouf!‘wlle T i)

e

f)ur deepest. regardq v T

‘will fulfill man’s age-old dream of peace on ea:rlth'.-"; that as signs of dlsmtegratmn around you dally in-. Baha'i Spmtual m;.emhheq in the dm. :
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