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2 Many of the older *

e people in the town of H

1. Stouffville look back on

53 the old Bethesda and ~
4 Stouffville Telephone Co.
] with appreciation and

i1 fond memories.

¢ The company first
74 came about in 1903, when
[ A.D. Bruce first founded

i it. It later expanded to a -

. shareholding company as -
the area it had to cover
had grown. The company

-was now serving Stouff- ‘

ville, Bethesda, :

Claremont. and Whit- .

church. There was a 6 per ,

- e cent dividend and in those :

T . days that was considered T )

StpoTpemanee  pretty good. It was a '

pbyisoR s much sought after public

company.
The company offices
and switchboard were
located in the former
Ratcliff block and when
Y that burned down they

T ok moved west on Main St to
' o where a beauty salon now
stands,until they sold out
to Bell .Telephone. The
sale became unavoidable

~when the need for newer
more modern equipment
became greater.

The " telephone
company also worked
alongside - the fire:
department. There was a

~button by the switchboard
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-that sounded off the fire “
alarm when the operator .
received a call about a ;
fire. | ;
JJJJJJJ .. There -were many |
""" young women in town’' =
T O Ny S e e RS e S S R who were employed at the ﬂ
S R AN T BN B R Sl 3% telephone company. ,

e Nl AR S aise - Many of the older folks in
S R R X town will remember the
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This .picture was taken in 1930 and is a shot of the telephone " Tarr, and DeléhértJehnings, is 82..Both of the Jennings are still living on sometimes social gossip,
company as it was back then. From leit to .right, Tom Rae, the - Lloyd St., in Stouffville. = = _ . SRl T . | sometimes  gravely

i
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secretary and treasurer. Tom Jennings (he is 93 years old), Clayton = B important messages The
- / : : o % o z T % g - - emergency service was
| so much quicker as there
was: direct emergency
into the switchboard .
and mMmessages were .'
relayed without delay.

3
3

e gt " N ™ ol P
AL T N :
S S &) : ’
T 'z ¢ :
-Q‘, -\."?h"-:s f:li.g-:._l_ 4‘“,5-% - !9??_“_"\-'; M - 4 [
L] by | - iy - A ca by "
*F{E':“ffif;? {‘? k. ﬁ”}? 1 ey i
,,,,, T R e X e i 3
EEL R 25

= £ ]
B
S EEngr
LA

ot
P

i, L EE
o Ay
-

i e a - '.:!: L X d
..,'{ o, gty BN - i o
L . : X = rs ¥ - - . k

*, o " g
ol M o Sl
R :

- 2 B o
o Rl R ;
g i dmoan H i
] L R A S
'i. A4 AR - e ] -t
i -
Fa

"k

X
ey st s
4 i) 43 }
-t 3 i o %
oF /8 } ;
Ly \
cei s A
r‘ -r:;‘,:u H:’f z
Vi |
RS ),
Arne i v }
o b tl
}
] i :
k )
i .' P % ! . | ! Ko . ‘l'-. "'-l..‘.?j".‘ » ¢ : z .
- This is a shot of the telephone operators in 1950, from left to right, Tom Rae, secretary - treasurer, and the operators, Myrtle Crossen, Aurelia Smith, Geraldine \
Johnson, nee Stouffer, Lola Hoover and Lillian Logan, nee Shannon. | , o z




