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_ Chonemg ‘the easy way out’

The iuuteuneement that the engrnatura of
so—called ‘new Mathematics’ have come to
the point where they admit that it doesn’t
work too well and possibly we should return to
- basic arithmetic cannot help but draw smiles
from some of the older generattun who have

always believed that addition, subtraction and

mtdttpheatten were basic.

~ Ontario Liberal leader Rub-ert Nuten has
called the Ontario school uffermga a eafeterta

of curriculum pablum.’

‘Suggesting that todays eurrreutum_

choices allow students to avoid basic subjects,
‘Mr. Nixon, a former science teacher himself,

said the provirice should insist that students
study English, arithmetic, eenreraatrunal ;

- French and Canadian htatary

Anyone who has had the problem of trying
to make sense out of some articles which _

reach the average newspaper office, will

agree with Mr. Nixon. It has always been a
. conundrum to many of us how a student can
spend a year or two or more in a secondary .

school and still be at a loss when faced with

the neeessrt:r of wrrtrng a aentenee or pune-

'-"lr-u'- -l-.-.
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tuatrng a paragraph It’s alau a rnystery thal a

student has the same trouble, unless provided
with an adding machine, of addmg or
multiplying a few figures.

- So—called broadening auh]eeta available
to students can contribute to their well—
being, but only if he has first learned the
basics. There is little use in a communications
course for the student’ who can’t spell or

doesn’t reengmae a aentenee when he aeee-

one.
- The preaent generatlun is. no . dx[t‘erent
than others and students will be quite ha ppy to
select what appears to be the easier courses
and avoid - those - that require . some con-
centration. The difference is that today you

can get away with it.
. We agree there is not much’ giarnur in

“maths as compared to Inatrurnental Music or
,'eenaurner education. However a student who :
is required to master arithmetic and  other -

basic subjects, will, in the years to-come,

appreciate the fact he was not allowed to take

the easy way eut
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A ‘:eharge’ fo'r; | attendmgchurch o

Yerk i

The tdea undeuhted!y authurraed b:,r Chief
Bruee Crawford ‘and- endorsed by the Com-- .
mission, was meant to'focus public attention
on'the ‘work of the Feree and- enhanee the £

trnage of its members.
+Unfortunately,

durtng those ‘seven ‘days, has been torn to- -
. - shreds with the report out of Regicnal Council
_that 92 . ‘officers -requested and reeewed =

‘overtime pay’ for attending a church aertnee
urgantred in their hunur on-their week.
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‘the . Ilkel -sale .of ‘the :Markham Fair- site :5
laeailed 4;11 the auuth-eaat 1ntereeetren et‘ Hw :,ra
‘? an :

There are theae whu petnt te the aearert;.r
ef parl-t property in.the former tnllage The;t.iIr
suggest the : land should .be- used for, this

purpeeej.rather than" reardenha! nr eem-

mertea1 ve]apnt ent."

“:But who is to pay. the prtee'? Hardl the
muntelpaht}r at leaat nut at tﬂ-da}" S 1nﬂated
!'lguree ¢

Ia the egrteultural Seetet then tu gu.re it

awa — play-Santa Claus - and simply hand .:
over the site ‘to-the Town? Not likely since 3
replacement nreq.rert:.tr rnuat be aequtred in the .

: 1rnrned:ate area..

‘. We would auggeet the Beard negutrate the e
aale et‘ twent:.r-fwe aerea and I‘ESEI“'."E the'-

Ed 'tor e Mall

Deer Edttur' t*

SE T wish tt:t ‘comment un a reeent artteIe i &
Puhltahed in:the  Toronto - Star "under ' the,
13_ L.lteree:,t ﬁFPﬂJS ﬂ

headtng "Grade
Pret‘eaaur" AP N

As Ret}ert Ha}ree end Jlll Cunway, huthf-_ . .
unnreratt1.tr pret‘eaanra stated,” the degree ‘of .}
rlhteraey arneng hlgh aehaul graduates is K

appalhng )

It-is a deplurahle atate nf at'farra when
students entering. unttrerett;,,r have: ne R 4
i .' .' . I-tnawledge of Enghah grammar, ==~ 0T

SCAS reault ef the Dépt. of : Edueatten a

_ recent decision to abolish compulsory courses
. in htgh schools, it is now possible to graduate . '
,’ 4 u.ntheut havtng atudted Enghah paat Grade 8.

- Jeannie Valentrn

Trent Unwersrty
'J"_Deer Str*' : ARy ;

ey Your edrturtal enthualaam fur the Park-

S .'--;e.a} ‘Belt is hard to understand. Why should

. we be expected to get excited over a corridor a
“ few 'hundred feet in width that will contain

“> trunk Hydro lines, local utility lines, the spine

- 'of a sewerage system, Highway 407, the main
- C.N." freight 'line, "and-'&" h.a.ten—Ftekermg
*, Airport transit system - if that misguided

*-*"airport were ever to be built? Must we cheer

. ‘every time'Bill Davis plans to pave a little

- 'more of Ontaric? The Toronto <Centresl
-+ . Regional Plan of 1970 did propose a real green -
<. belt several miles wide that might have done -
“: 3% Toronto and us some’ ‘good. That went out of
" .. the* window -with the -Pickering ' Airport
. propesal. This “parkway" belt will no more * .
.. ,provide . seperation - of ' Metro . and  the

s munterpaht:ea to the north than Highway 491

'L« 'provides seperation, of :Agincourt and Scar-

P boreugh ‘Nor will it have any recreational or = '
epen--apaee value, It will be a fume—filled, = °
- poisy tunnel, reereattenally suitable only for i

" the t'eedtng “of “ such* deve!epment——erazy

puhlteattet'ts as The Trihune. WM g

..... _ A - N
t._-'h-'-r.---':#'th‘f.*,uuﬂ'”'t.'-.' f-}.l.:

17 =
-_, P i
(] -

ae-mn-i--r-t-u- ?

PEEEE S T U UIRR), Stouftville. -

SN A=
I r— - 1
[ .-‘__'; v
bl L L | 7
. =
1

bt v

¥,
r A
1 -

L I s

what “was . aeeurnphahed:_'-

o Falr Board crltlelsm unfalr
EeR i Ara. &

neeurdtng' te renarta I:Iterrng ‘into” th:an -
t:tfhee “a feeling of ﬂpﬁ@&ttlﬂn is muuntrng over::-

.|'|.

e 'Andrew J. G, Patenall -

o "

Fur the t'rrat trrne a per:ed l-tnnwn -as Ra}' Twmney, uutapeken Regtenal Eeuuettlur |

e *Pultee Wee_k’ waa preelarmed in the Regten of -

and -Police ' Commissioner, . appeared _tight- -
lipped and embarrassed when questioned by -

Aurora’s Mayor: Evel:,rn Buek on the 1aaue' :

-And 'no, wonder. ™

‘Embarrassed tnn. ahuuld be the E:{Eﬂutwe Ty

of - the. Police > Association . who, we . suggest,

.. must -accept a’ degree uf rea;:uen*‘ruhelrt:,,r for .

-eenduet of this kind. o

- -~ .~Rather’ than apprutre addrtlunal pa}", the
Cernrmaaren in our opinion, would have been :

within its moral right to have admonished the

- individuals' euneerned and aIapped them w1th-.-'_
s a penalt_t,r | ; _ . -’

a"t'.. ¥y 3

rernarnder t‘we aerea fer reereattenal uae te

'be; purehaaed by the Town. - .y & i ok
In this way, heth atdea wuuld prefrt frent -;
I-Ethe tranaaetten i :
‘The old - Town - ef Markhatn tt hae heen'.,__
- said; haernaufﬁetent park land fur 1ts preaent 55

pepulatmn e ;

its predteament‘? L

It shouldn’t; Huwever in, the mtereat et‘ R
_ eenttuutng ei_uae=~ee-eperatmn .the - Buard
'n'nght ‘bend’.a’little ‘and seek a saw-off set- .
- tlement - that weuld beneht the twu parttea
.._euneerned Ve b e :
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_ Whe is: tu hlarne'?'r Certarnl},r nut the Farr-'.-..‘
Beard 4 et
Then wh}t ahautd the exeeuttre feel - ..
_-ree;tunalhle for halrng the ntuureu-,talrtj.r uut af '
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M:.r viewson edueatten don’t seem tu upaet the '

Minister one whit. He just goes around ttuth
. his eyes - shut drurung that hypnotic -chant, -
“““The atanuarda of education are not deeluung
the atandarda -of edueattnn are nat deelrntng

" the'stdn .

Hewerer rny rrewa du seem* te atrlke a’
eerd .0 @ nerve.or.an opén’ weund arnung a’

geed man_v other people. - AN

A reeent column on education: haa at-

| traeted more mail than anythmg I've wrrttenr..

atnee I ehurned uut “Ser: and. the:Editor. ¥4
That was when I'was a weekl:,r editor, ‘and it -

was a hot nurnher I can tell you.. There were

.no leftover papers that week. . - :
T.know: You want me to reprint, it: Sorry,

‘I'm a“ aeheel teaeher now, and -as everyone °

knows; : ‘except -a lot' of teachers, - school -*
teaehera must maintain the highest standards
<of muralrt:f, sobriety and taste. Besides, it was’
. harmless. Just a‘device .to sell papera when

. etreulatlen was ,Slumping- a bit. Vra !

“Where:was1? - Oh, yes, lettera ahuut
edueatten. Following are some e:-:eernta from -
lettera received from ordinary ' readers, if
there are aueh ereaturea I've never yet met a

pereen who eenerdered himself erdmary “And

_ why shhould 1? We’re an extraordinary lot. If. -

you-don’t believe me, take ‘a good look at:
yourself, then at your nerghhera then at our-

. “leaders’’. " They may be a lot-of rrt'frel'f hut

. there’s not one who is. ordinary. .
From:a-merchant: “You have atated
nuhltel;',r what a great many of usthink, but

. our nteane of communication is not as w:de as’ '_"

yours. . The I".tlu:-ke:,.r Muuae and Donald Duck .
-courses they ‘have ‘in’ htgh"eeheela and‘So—="
_called colleges now. would be a big: joke if the:.r
were not doing-harm to our. young people and -’

were:not so euatl_e It would appear. from .

- -the reports of the tneetrnga that all is heautrt'ul

:neducation land and seldom js heard a ',

dteeuuragtng word. In our local brain factory,”-

.. thhe - students seem to be. runntng the
etdeahuw ok i+

Frem a muther : ”We have eeen the

eyatem deterturate raptdly We have a aun in

“last year law and one da ughter in her last year :
unreeremy “who” managed to. he uutatandmg
- students’ whu euuld read, write and spell and

drdn't have wise'and wenderfui sex edueauun

"in the school. What has that brought us?" An"

. epidémic of v.d. and related social prehleme 4
. She. goes on: “Anether prehlem is too.::
many working methera -Women’s ‘Lib will "
hate me! One et' our hneat teachers told me he: -
eeuld “tell - in"ax week ' -which - eh:ldren had -
“mothers in" the home, and whieh enea had

: werkmg mothers:” *

From an ex—teaeher “[ an'r  one whe waa
‘educated in the’ eld way and’used ‘to’ Ieue
grammar .class ... My daughter ‘who is . a’
‘grade ‘2 teacher, eaya what terrible- Englrah
~the childrén use-. ., I'm’ sure that the high -

school students of tuda:r who are. dropping... 4

their language courses, are doing it because’ -

| they don't have the haete Engltah grammar.”

"**Let me put in a word -
Teaehera insist that

. .Froma rntntater
for. poor: apellera

I ; .- spelling laws ‘are hl—:e the laws of: the Medes .

and the Persjans - unehangrng, unehangeahle
- as it was in the beginning, is, now and ever
shall be . n

.- persist in- fe:atmg (or is. it l‘nyatrng;t the'. ~::
- spelling. quirks 'of the ‘middle ‘ages, unte eur

~children.”” It's foisting, but:I agree.:
From"a teacher:
needlessly send :your : blood preaaure ‘up -
‘another point, but sorrow likes company and
your May 24th article was-welcomed in ou;r.
school as a most t:rnel_r and healthy coun-
terbalance to the .. . irresponsible articles
‘from the Bland t.",t:tunt:,.F Board of Education ",
our board likes to be véry avantgarde in the
rush towards duumaday " Hey, teach, there' s

a split infi nitive in your opening aentenee

Well, that’s just a sampling of the letters.
1 don't agree ‘with everything they say, hut

. I'm pleased there is evident concern abnut the

- quality of education. .
.-And I don't plan to keep haekmg away at
the subject. There's nothing duller than a’

farmer. who can talk about. nothing but far- :
. ming, an editor who can talk about nothing but -

newspapers, or a teacher who whmea all the
time about education, J

“It's near the end of June and I'm too hot -
and _ tired to- get. exetted aheut ‘much ut'
anything. -

‘I've just r:rawied out I'rtnn under an -

§7AT=—=¢—avalanche of 255 essays and short stories -

Tewn aa!::t\,a its Sr. szens R e

A e 17164 is Sr. C’ttzena Week in

KX \} lhiltehurehaStuu!l'eﬂle. and - across ~On-.
2 tario.’
--theme, *Living is Ageless’, concludes witha -~
-_seniee er narahip in*Part.eieur “‘t"“'-'- i

A program ‘of events,-under: the

. .r J
-
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Nursing . Home staff, takes..
. . Martha Basnett. for. 3 stroll: alang ahad;(_--..'

A IR eJimThemes-.J_
o . |.:" T _‘____r _':I. S Ul T 2 "

‘which I marked in my “spare.time" and I

“have. almost- ceased to care htrt-.r anyhedy %]

apetla anything." -

And I must say that there sa trmendeue
. interest in education during that last week or:.
- 50.- Guys -and: dolls . who - have . spent. ap-
proximately as much time thta year.on their ;

seheel werit .as I hatre apent hetng ac

e

By BILL. SMILEY ﬁ

-_:-'. 3

; '-.

r’ eustur.ner ‘but : 1’11 tell

1 ¢T. do nut wrshh to

A Pmtu His

It’s’ iii the book "’; j:i
' B;rJlmThumes :

It was late Saturdaj,r af terneun dnd 1 had:_ o
Jtlet m'urned te the Office. te paek the’eamera.-.

awe}t SR O e T R R Y _ﬂie
g Due te the heur S expeeted nu buameaa SO
left.the-front :door’ unleeked PR

:But ‘I :was wrong, for. rrght hehtnd nti“e

*eame a ‘potential . euatnrner ‘He' indentified

- himself as’a reataurant owner and .explained: .
- that he wished to'insert.-an’ ‘advertisement i II'I
the ‘Help: Wanted® section of ;the paper.~ 53,

. I want to hire 3 a wattreea he aard t‘ull er
part -time. """ Lo

Surr_?' Ianawered hutyeu can’ tapeeuy
waltreee *it-must read “waiter-waitress’". "1

-But I dun‘t want a.waiter, the gentleman
preteated I want a waitress, you knew 'a g1r13
‘a wurnan a lady, not a man::

=t-'u'=- -It.q-

2 Sorry ST :repeated, .but. a- ehange in. the bl

Human Rrghta Code.says ---"-'.'-.- %3

-1 don’t care’ what it says, the ntan 1n--
terruptedrrnFetten ed{ it'smy restaurant, and .
. I know what'I ne —a waltreaa--a girl te
watt on'tables;

“Sorry, I said agatn hut we’ re not alluwed
te dtaerlmrnate We’d be’in aertuua treuhle tf
we .did,-and so would 'you." -

: Yuu never mind,; I'll: leek at'ter me, the* o]
gentlentan replred grnwmg hetter hy the*'

n'unute
. But:. ‘who' I luek “after ‘us?. I ennutredI -
rnutrlng a’ste back. from the counter.: .}
:Okay,. Okay, . .you.:win, - concluded the
uu one . thing, uur
-patruna are sure going tu be shocked. %
- Shocked—what  at? {I- bravely 'en utred
Betng aerued by a watter II'.I a nnnt akirt

he answered ‘walking out;' - - - . N

" You know, the guy had a point. He knew

-_;whathewanted an t‘er whatPurpeae ,butyet:
" he'couldn’t say it, at-least no
- fact, the Actis durng the very thing 1t a ttetnpts

.'So generation after. generati
g generation we; & ; ._---'tn atuP others”from- doing—discriminating. ;

in print, So,-in.

course,. there are ' exemptions, hut to’

'uahf}r, an empIu:.rer must*:a ly - to the -

ommissiori, That,at the. snail’s pace of -

,' .-'_i:-gurernment motility, would take maybe six

 months, not- to mention'a euupte of on-site
" inspections . by -the ,Women’s: ‘Liberation
League of ﬂntarle {They’re inlerested in men’

... too, - you know, altheugh none would etrer

f w admtt it). L4

o ~And where pray tell “does an emple er ..
5 draw the line: Do girls drive coal trucks? I've -
. -~ never seen one, but I suppose they could. Can

-.- 'they. operate: ‘bulldozers? Perhaps. Is there
: ,'-.Iaue -a.thing as a lumber. (jil)? Maybe. -

‘However, “while "laws “are’ ‘strin entl;r

': i ,ent'ereed in thia regard, they re bﬂl"E euted

in other areas every day. °
For example, I'‘pack’ five k.de into a ve

5y Ford. The annual licence fee (for the car that
; taJ is $40. .-

. My nelghhur has two ehr]dren and uwns a
icence costs only $25. s
That‘a discrimination. . . i

1 own a 5-bedroom, split-level huuae ona ;

2 etandard-erae lot.:The taxes are $495. ¢

My neighbor’s house is a hungaluw with 3
h-edreema. His faxes are $465.: 5%

i That tooiis dtaertmtnattnn

: There’ ‘eughta' be a‘law. -

e

mtltiena:re hatre auddently luat all their:

:'..'apalh}r, They come up to their teachers with:
‘the most appealing, wistful smiles and wonder;
- whether they are going:to be reeernmended,t
‘or. whether they’

Il have to write the exams}
~They're. pitiful"and pathetic, but. they'll
see that old Srnrley has a heart of aeltd ateel.;

Dr hutter AL e T P £ L

—rr— e



