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2 anatc and municipal pit
e . oOperators.ar e digging
" $10,000,000 worth of gravel -
out uf Uxbridge Twp_ s
year- for a total- I:usm:ss
tax payment of less than
. $50,000, - councillor : Clark .
T Mmrhad s.'eud this waek.
Y L ADeY: . leaving
s _.muun-craterad -band - au:—
-10ss’ the township : ‘where
5 with recent Ontario
- legislation . %'. Toronto -
- may :dump’ its garbagc‘-’.
dﬂwn our throats.” -
‘A professional engineer
. and _Metro  industrialist
who commutes daily from
his Uxbridge Twp. home, -
Mr. Mu:rhead has ' now
documented with - aerial -
. photographs, - assessment
analysis and engineering
data, his war against grav-
« ¢l pit encroachment which
'~ he personally took to the REEEWR
Ontario Municipal Board -, Sty
two years ago. =L
‘He. lost that battle but
was launched onto Ux-
bndge Township Council -
at the next election by fel- -
‘ low .residents who share
' his concern about the 24- .
hour-a-day gravel . truck
traffic, denuded country-
side,’ hazarduus* worked-

Typl:ul of iﬂ gravel plts 1:1 U:hﬂdge 'l'*wp., thi: m:m Is just nuﬂh-mt of the hamlet of Goodwood. - - '
- ~=McLeod & Yﬂ:

7, Uxbridge Twp., north of County Road 1A.
| scale by train and I am

A gravel 'pit slt; on conc.

erators last year. in ten years that operator some fair tax return un- been buﬂt to a value of . mext ten years than we trucks on Class B raads.

in Uxbridg e paid a

out pits, and deterioration

- of .property values adjac-
“ent to gravel works.

.ic survey he commissioned

Based on a study of Ux-
bndge assessment -
and an aerial photograph-

Jast munth Mr. Mu:rhead

rolls -

gravel pl't.ﬁ

‘Twp. — Pickering Tt:mm- -

ship, Ontario County,
Whitby Twp. Uxbridge it-
self.” . _ i e
“The value of gravel be-
ing sold out of Uxbridge

pits can be conservatively -
‘ estimated at at least $10,-

-ations’

total of $23,731 in com-’
mercial and businesstax-’
es. On- this basis. it is es-

timated that commercial -

and business tax revenue .
- from the total gravel oper-
netted Uxbridge

less than_ $50,000.” . .~

will pay. about $10,000 all

- told- in ~commercial and- >

business taxes. Once. the

pit- is worked out, the tax

revenue is negligible.”
. Uxbridge . Twp. Council
am:l Planning Board have

spent “hundreds of man- .

- less there are changes in

provincial - legislation,”
Councillor Muirhead says.

Residents are concerned
because gravel operators

. are at present.under no .
legal obligation to restore ..
-destru}red lands or to re-

£50,000.-* Other "residents

are: looking  for-buyers of -

their properties..Pickering
pays Uxbridge $200 a year
for use of the pit. -

Until recent years land -

'values were low in Ux-

- bridge Twp. and farmers

have had in the past cen-
tury. We .could. have a

high quality environment

wuh permanent and stea-
du:,r
“enue — if we don't aban-
‘don: a large part of. the

tuwnship to gravel min- .

IﬂCl’EE.SIHg tax revs

No . municipality should

- be forced to accept gar-

bage dumping in its gravel
pits from another mum-
mpallt}u

- He cuntends that the:

. gravel could be economi-

cally - drawn from . more

- Canada and
‘States, in ' fact, get their
‘gravel from considerable

~sure the railroads could

haul gravel at lower cost,

than truckers.” Y
* “Most major . cities . in
the - United

distances’.and they haul-:}
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claims: °. - 000,000.' This is based on “A typical lDG-a-::re rav- hours trying to gain some pair the damage _ their working marginal land or “ing.” ‘remote and cheaper, un- it by rail,” he points out." |
- "Apprommatel}r 4,2 Uﬂ_ extraction - of ‘a -minimum el prg;erty in Uxbﬁdg& . meastire of control over _tricks do to township ' nearing, retirement often Mr. Mui_r}head_ wants  inhabited ‘lands. - “There = __Uxbljls_dge_ Twp. itself
* - acres, of ‘the mwnshlp " five" million tons a year ~will likely yield" five mil- the gravel operations. “We ' roads. There is no control  found that gravel opera- " specific. action - from -the: ‘are -millions ~of * square " needs 'about 13 ﬁﬂﬂ o, =
now owned by gravel com- ‘which is trucked uut nf lion tons of gravel in-ten ' have tried in our 'Official - on their hours of opera- tors offered the only reas- . Ontario Government. The niiles of empty: land in  of gravel a year. for its
~‘panies’or is.in municipal- Uxbridge.” = . years before it-is mined Plan- recently passed; in tion, day or night. .. onable ‘price ‘for their Assessment Act should be .. Canada with large suurces_. own roads. The gravel op-
~ly jowned gravel operati- An  analysis of ahuut “out and .abandoned.. In - the Zoning By-law ‘which Pickering ‘Twp. opened” farms. But Uxbridge With - *amended to permit muni- of ‘gravel. . There are ex- :Iprat::r_rs _in the tmﬂ:'rnshtp_
~ ons. This does not include  paif of the gravel pit acre-~ that time the operators - is _nearly. ready for 'pass- - a 70-acre pit on the Sixth - its scenic hills and prox- “cipal taxation at ‘gravel tensive regions uninhabit-  ‘don t _bother .to bid ‘on
~.-land under '-"F“ﬂ‘ﬂ to gra- . age — 2,000 acres out of . will extract $50,000.worth - ing-and in a draft bylaw.  Concession of Uxbridge- imity to Metro Toronto’is .pits on 'a ‘more _realistic ed and sgmi- -barren even .EWSI'E.‘"E.E“':‘._I}E’UIIHE- IL'
 vel firms.” .the ‘total 4200 acres we’ * of gravel, which after hau-  to regulate ptt operations. " and truck traffic. forced =now on the fringe of de- basis. Tha_ﬂntanu ‘High- - in southefn Ontario. The Uxbridge: Twp. has: 5
g “;“Most of ‘the pits are " have “established on the ‘ling and processing will ~But there is not much * ‘one. nearby “resident to . ~velopment, says'the coun- ‘ ..way Traffic:Act should be ~gravel industry could rea- bring in outside Cﬂ"tfﬂﬂ*_i §
. PﬂVﬂ!EIF owned but vari- ,ccecsment rolls — shows  sell for about $10,000,000, chance of Savin g the - ‘move.out after 17 years' - cillor.-“We could: expect ~ enforced with ‘regard ‘to ' -dily move ' their “product = tors  to PWCESS its cwn -
~ous ‘municipalities have pas 28 of the prwate op- Mr. Muir calculates. And  countryside:-and gaining 'in which th{: prnﬂerw had - mnre pupulatlun in the '_to_m_aage:med _b}' grﬂﬁ'l_ to mﬂ!‘kﬂt on a massive _Eﬁ“‘] ' |
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| ,tempt to save a few min-:’
cutes h}r beating:the"
hghts .A 25 -m.p.h:-speed -
zone - would - dlSCﬂ-Ul‘ﬂgE

this_ and- would ‘also" give -
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