SANTA'S
LAMENT

BY IRENE STEWART
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This whole bit started in
November when [ made
that last tnip down to my
annual Santa Claus parade.
While I was busy shaking
hands with all the children
in the store, and noting
what
Christmas, myv_ eight rein-
deer were tethered in a
nearby parking lot. Natu-°
rally, with nothing. to do
but rest and listen to pas-
sers-by, they couldn't help
but overhear . some very
disturbing gossip. It seems
there was serious talk of .

cach wanted for

strike for more wages.
Even more upsetting was

the news of the garbage .
men being on sirike. The

idea of scrounging around

the city picking up a free

meal from overstuffed
garbaze cans brought a
nau,_.hw smirk. to the rein-
deers’ faces, and, no doubt,

gave them their big idea. .
- she

- .spondent. Of course g fig-
ured that with me gone so -

All the wav home things
seemed to be progressing

normally, although I:did -

notice a decided -lag in
their steps, and a listless-
ness to their leaps
over the roof tops..I put

" tire2=s-s and - let-down

after the rush and excite-
ment of the journev down
10 town. As [ unharnessed
and bedded them down

back home.I thought how
mucii gosd a fow weeks
- rest would do them while
Firet. ! noticed that Mrs.

C. did not greet me with
her usual warmth. Instead
seemed - quite " de-

long and all those. Christ-
mas gift watches to pack,
she just naturally had too

too much TIME on: her

this down to a natural - haud_s.A_wcck of rﬁ_ll worl;:

‘I-h'l‘.‘;lt by but her depres-

sion still persisted. Final.
Iv I asked “Whatever is
the trouble, my dear?"
With that the little woman
broke down and cried,
“Please don't think me
childish, but I can’t help
feeling low. You see, while
vou were away I kept busy
packing all those televis.
ion- sets.- Since each one
had to be tested, I decided
to listen to those detergent
commercials and try them
all out to.see which one
we- should . use to keep

vour u.huktrs rcaih'

.white. Instead of being

able to choose which one
would be best, all I suc-
ceeded in doing was to
get a nasty case of rough,
red bands. Just look at
them. Aren’t thev a sight?
I sure dreaded vour com-
inz home to see them. No-
bﬂd}' wants to hold hands
with a cactus. Ok me!"
Not being an Aqua Velva
man myself 1 did my best
to soothe mv wife, assur-
ing her that, since "hand-
~some is as handsome does’
I greatly . admired her
strong, capable hands re-
gardless of their colour.
This seemed to have the

THE TRISUNE -'_

desired effect for she perk-

ed up and dug in to help

me get on with the Chnst-

c mas packing.

Vith this "accomplished
I u».-:nt out to the shed to

harness the reindeer. To

my amarement - those
peskydeer.  wouldn't
budgze. They just lay there
glowering at me. No

amount of coaxing, cCjol

ing, prodding or plcachng.

cuutd move them:.
“What in the world has
gotten into the creatures?

This could be real serious.”

I thought as I tugged at
each of them. Comet just
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awa s fn:tm : mt..-
Dasher - 5tumpcd the turf

‘with all four feet. Vixen

turned her back on me and

‘flicked her - tail.- Finally

Prancer got' it' across to
me ' that - they.
strike, “\We don't intend to
haul one more load unless -
You .promise us three
larger meals - per day,

- much thicker lichen to lie

on, shorter hours, and a
month’s vacation in Algon-
quin Park. Thal'. 15 our last
word!™ - ;
" Can vou 'imagine the
nerve of those animals?

After the way I've taken
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care of them all these
vears to have this happen.
However, I simply could-
n't manage without them.
It was too late to round
up more deer and train

_‘ll.-
=
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them in time for takeoff .

so I had to meet their de-
mands. To make up for
lost time Mrs, C..and [ had
to rush like mad to get

them into hamess and off ..

across the snow. I admit 1
had to use mv whip a f{ew
times to make up for lost

time. For awhile every-.

thing  went - fine. Then

- Prancer began to feel his

oats and started to show

off a little as we raced over |
Cochrane. He almost tore . .

off a hoof on a rough

eavestrouzh. Then while .
I was down a chimney.

near Cobalt, Dancer

cided to

de- ..
try to do the =

Watusi on a slate roof and _
nearly sprained a fetlock. -
A gentle reprimand was -.:

enough to get. things stea- .
died down and undcr way
in earnest.

Now I usually tra*-.tl by
reckoning . aiming
for that very tall s;:-ire: with

the sharp weather-vane in.
Here some-:

LF,

TR

thing went wrong.. Wheth-'--

er 1 misjudged the "dist..
ance or whether the deer .

were deliberately out to
get ‘me . I'll- never know,
but I pulled 1n a little too

close to the steeple and the

£

first thing I knew a runner .

got caught and overturned

the sleigh, ' throwing me -
parcels all .over .

and the
the place. The first thing I
felt was a sharp jab in the

L

e

scat of my pants, The first .

thing I did ‘was-to. let out

Ty -

a yell like a wounded coy- .

ote. In doing so I let go of
the reins. Well sir, those ;
dratted deer  .were 'so

.

-J-.

frightened they tugged and..;

pulled . themselves

free.‘;

Then they took off over .

as

the ' roofs though . a

pack of wolves was after

them. They .
been half way home be-

must-*-have -

|1||' A

fore I pulled myself -to-
gether. My first 1mpu!se. N

was to just sit there and’
say .all .the bad words I

b —

know. There I was skewer- o
ed to that weathe:r—vana -
like a struck pig. I was so

disgu sted that

I could -
-hard!y move. All I wanted .,

to do was go home, take a ..
nice hot” bath and forget .

-the whole thing: “To heck

with-them all,” I thought. .

Those -kids Teally don't .

‘need me. There they are .

going ‘around with lhclr
portable radios, - portable .
televisions, walkie-talkies, ,

cars, bicycles, surf boards, .

water.and snow skis, and
all the rest of the luxuries. ,

Who needs me' anymore? :

~* The: longer ‘T sat the

clearer things® became. I

F

found myself remembering -

those children ‘in:” needy

"homes ‘where the -gift of .
-waim clothing, a toy, a bit -

of cand}f an orange or a:
new. hair ribbon brought .
comfurt and joy to poor
little meagre lives.

“Ho! ho!1" I sighed and -

'siar!cd to pull myself to- .

gether scarcely nnucmg
that I had lost one uf my -
shoes.. Somewhere in the
back of my mind I seemed
to hear the words “If ye
have done it unto the least
of these my children, ye
have done it unto me.” -

With a guilty look
around I shamefully and -
su!ﬂy got' to -my [eet.
“Don't -sit there - feeling
sorry for yourself, you old
goat. Rise and shine and
be quick about it. You've
wasted “enough time al-
ready,” a2 small voice urged
me. e

suit and thermal under-
wear ‘the damage to my

seat was not so bad. After

applying a band-aid to my
cut, and gulping-a couple

of snorts of hot buttered
‘you-know-what

from my
thermos which 1 keep
strapped ' to . my back I
gathered up as many packs
as I could and continued
on my journey. So here I

am again, a little sore.of
foot, stiff of joints, aching
of back, and a year older.
Dh well I Mcrry Ehrm-
ma.f. anyway. 4 4

i

Thanks to my furlined.

3 Saml Nlclr:.
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