Century Old Building

Interest

Spot In

Conservation Park

- By George Cober
It is now ten years since
the death of Mr. A D.
‘Sandy” Bruce. The communi-
ty and its farm residents

have chanzed a good deal
- since the old water-powered
mill ground up the grain
brought in by horse teams.
I would like 1o recall a few
of the events surrounding
this well - known property
and the owner, Mr. Bruce,
as I knew him.

In 19035, I started (o
farm and purchased 62
acres of land from Simeon
Wideman. later, 1 bought
the Christian Gayman
farm, about one mile dis-
tant from Bruce's Mill. This
was the location where, in
18142, Mr. Robert Bruce Sr.,
purchased the farm and
mill from Casper Sherrick.
‘The properly was consider-
ed to be one of the besl in
Markham Township.

Most of the pioneer set-
tlers who brought their
grain to the mill. were of
Pennsylvania Dutch origin
and because Mr. Bruce was
a Scotsman, a lanzuage
problem developed. However,
Rev. Adam Wideman, a
eood Mennonite and a fine
neighbour who lived on the
present Carl Reesor farm,
allowed his boys to interpret
and Mr. Bruce soon picked
up the Dutch language.

I wrole an article in The
StoufIville Tribune about 15
Yecars ago on the history of
Gormley in the 1300's. Ii
dealt with the Bruce family
and this Is the information
that the late A. D.. Bruce
gave to me. He was one of
the best historians In the
area and his inl‘urnml ion

was always very accurate.

Mr. Robert Bruce Sr., his
three brothers, two sisters. a

‘sister-in-law and two broth-

ersdin-law, Alexander Dun-
can and William Hendry, all
settled within 12 m:les of
cach other.

They all r.'aI:rm from Scot-
Jand in 1842 on the same

ship and the Bruce brothers’

. purchased the. Sherrick Es-
tate, including-the.mill and
the farm.  The property, al-

though vastly changed. still

retains the family name,

Mr. Robert Bruce Sr., a
.staunch reformer, was an
‘outstanding man in -munici-
pal affairs and an elder for,
many years. Mr. John Bruce
was one of the first clders
in the Melville Presbyterian

- Church which was organized .

in 1845. He held this post un-
til the time of his death in
1807. Three members of the
Bruce family held elder's
. positions, John Bruce, Rob-
-ert Bruce and A. D. Bruce,
“making a total of 104 years.
' Mr. A. D. Bruce along with

-.=hig hrathers, were. very. nros-

_ perous farmers and around

. the year 1830, built- one of

- the best and Jargest barns
-in Markham Township. A
A barn-raising ‘was held In
" which the majority of. com-
munity residents helped out.

. The.masons were my uncle,
- George Sheffer and his son,

" Bruce,

Aaron. He marked his 100th
birthday on" March L The
wall was ten feet high, The
captalns chose up sides and
the race was on Mr. D. W.
Heise was in charge and fol-
lowing a speech by Robert
the men went 1o
work. There were no acci
dents. s

A. D. Bruce took a zreat

‘interest in the church. He.

was a Sunday School teach-
er for many years. He wag
interested In the first tele-
phone of Belhesda and
Stoufville. He lived at the
mill property until his
death. He was a firmm be-
liever in the Golden Rule.
Mr. Robert Bruce Jr, a
brother of A. D. Bruce, was
an excellent farmer. I recall
some of his hired men —
John Gower, John Nicely
and John Wrizht were good
men and fine plowers. He
had two boys, William and
Alexander. William farimed
on the townline and married
Florence Wilson. Alexander
~married a sister of Rew.
Mutch, a minister at Mel-
ville.

Miss Nettie Bruce, now 94,

kept house for- A. D. Bruce
after his wife died. She still
resides at the Bruce home.

I can recall taking grain
fo the Bruce Mill to be
chopped. If you didn't have
enough money, which at
that time was scarce, Mr.
Bruce would take so much
chop as his pay. He chop-

ped for 4 cents a hundred

and his neighbour, S. B.
Lehman did it for 4 eenis a
bag. It was often the prac-

tice for Inrmers to flake

huge bran sacks to Mr.

Lehman and received back
. more fhan their money's
- worth.

Although in the same bus-
iness, there was always good
feeling. between Mr. Bruce

and Mr. Lehman. Both were .

honest men and trusted by
everyone.

I remember arriving at
the mill and unloading the

grain. There was a -good’
‘shed- for ‘the horses’ where'

blankets were . provided to

- ‘Keep the animals warm. The

mill -office had a little. coal
heater where the farmers
used to pather and talk
about the . crops, the roads
and the weather.

I have many pleasant
memories of the Bruce home.
He would never let me leave
without dinner. Mr. Bruce

. always spoke highly of Rob-

ﬁﬂ:‘l..]ﬂtvitt. one of his work-
men.  Mrs.  Jewitt is  still

. ailve today. She is about 95
- and resides at the Fairview

Mennonite Home in Preston.

Mr. -Bruce's sfaff includ-

. ed the following men =
lenry Staley, Frank Row-

‘bhotham, William Stotts,
-sJoseph  Lehman - Willian,

Bruce, Jnsnpl: Sider, Ihﬂll’ﬂl‘-

W ideman, - Joscph - Wide.
man, Harry Forrester amI
Robert Neil.

-But time passes and many
of the old favourite build-
ings have been torn down
for the sake of ‘progress'.
It will never be ﬂm same.

Wn‘lr S eed G ompah'y
Back In 7936

ETDUFFFILLI:. — Peler
L. Barrie. Manitoba Street.
Stouffville passed away on
Thursday, March 10 fr Sun-
nybrook Hospital, Toronto,

" He had been in ill health for
-~ several years. ¢

Born in Scotland, he ¢ame

to Stouffville in 1936 with

the Goodall Seed Cnmpanv
owned _by Mr, Ira Aldred.

It was located on the site of

the prﬂcnt Stouffville Co-
npcraﬂvm Mr. Barrie  re-

mained with the firm for 22°

years when the business was
sold and moved to. Port Per-
i R .

Prior to  returning

Jfor a time at Ashburn.
B-csides ‘his wife, the for-

" mer:Mary: Duncan, he is
- survived by one. hm:htr.-
Harry of Tarnntu. o 1F e

Rt:x' “Allan B-urland con-

ducted the service In the

O'Neill --~Funeral

12  with
Stouftville cemetery. The
pall bearers - were — - four
nephews, J. D. McGowan,
Bruce McGowan, Douglas

Duncan, Norman Fox, Jim

Christie and John McGowan.
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The Bruce f&rm in Markham annshlp is now a Cﬂnsenalmn Area but the nrwmal hu:ldmg:-. are

little changed. This picture of the mill was {aken several years ago.

—Staff Photo.
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Police College Course
Highly Recommended

'STOUFFVILLE — In a

operation of municipal po-
lice departments in Ontario,
outlined by councillor Tom
Lonergan, .at Stouffville

- council, last week, the com-

mittee chairman spoke high-
‘of training courses as

lice, College at Aylmer.
Councillor Lonergan attend-
ed a convention of Munici-
pal Police Governing Auth-
orities held recently in.the
Park Plaza Hotel, Toronto.

Mr. Lonergan said . that
from information received,

At -was . agn:ecl ‘that - inade-
quate trammgwas the most }

prnmment prnblnm in most
mumcipal police  depart-
ments, This was followed by
personnel strength,  office
accummudaﬁr"]} police
provis=-
jons.

The chairman informed

the members that training

at all levels was provided at
the police college in Aylmer
at no charge to the munici-
palities, He said that reeves
and councillors of .other
towns and townships “had
recommended the course
very highly. He suggested

that for Stoufiville, a 12-

week recruit course. . would

be . most . beneficial since it

provided instruetion in Eng-
. lish.Law, ' Police . Methods,
"Physical .ﬂmhwtms Traflic

e=_

to -
Stouffville In” 1934, he lived -

,_  Home,
Stouftville on Saturday, Mar.

P:ck em-.yuurself
Crap Paymg Off -

: {.‘-IIeImcI Pembry)
(Family Herald)

CEDAR GROVE — Selling
. a crop in the field isn't new.

It has been a frequent prac-
tice with  some. strawberry

‘and raspberry growers for .-

some years. Gib Whitta.

more, of Cedar Grove, has
taken this idea a step furth-,
..er.. He

sells strawberries,
raspberries, beans, egg
plant, -tomatoes and peppers
all- on a. ‘pick em: -yourself’
basis. - -

“I don't knuw whether I..

could labour "to pick- them
or not.”: said Gib.. “I just -
haven't set ip my operation

‘1o harvest the crop this way, -

11 1 did, It would be another
job, just like planting out
my cauliflower, I don't Know
whether I could get-labour
if I wanted it. I know some
of the other market-garden-

interment n the ~¢rs have quite a hard-time,

‘but the Employment Service

people tell us that if we let
them know well ahead of the
time that well be wanting
some help, they'll probably
be ahI¢ to dnn mma:thlng Iur
us."”

=

Police Reel fn
Fishtailer’ Near

Ringwood

STOUFFVILLE — Stoufl-
ville Police. caught a ‘fish-
tailer’ on dry land March 9
and had him convieted in

“court Friday morning.

. Allan:T. Ogden,’ R.R. 3,

- Stouffville pleaded guilty to

a charge of reckless driving

‘and was fined $25 and costs,
- -P.C. David Hadden of the
. Stoullville

Police told the
court that he observed the

'Ogden vehicle make a ‘U’
‘turn.on Highway 47, and

‘fishtail’ down the road, The
officer ‘testified  that  the
rear: of the car swung from
the ecastbound {o westbound
lanes of the highway due to
heavy aceceleration.

The 18 year old youth was
_Eranted -two wcel-:s {o pay
the fine. i

An accident al-the corner

. of Edward and Main Sireets

in Stouffville on February
28, resulted in a charge ag-
ainst Kenneth Bisio, R.R. 2,
Stouflville of failing to al-
low one half of the road un-
- der section 71-1 of the High-
way Traffic Act. Bisio plead-
ed guilly and was fined "$20
and- costs, :

.. Police’ Chlef Orland Keat-

ing testified ' Friday. morn-

‘ing that’the :Bislo wvehicle

was attempting- a left hand

~turn. when the accident oc-

currad and had crossed the
centre line of Main Street.

. The . officer said that al-

though no personal injury

* was [nvolved, damage am-

ounted to $500, ;

" later

. grant,
ment. would be making a

- . Tom: Lonergan - .

Law and Procedures.
SPEND §5512° MILLmN |
The councillor, noted that
in 1965, police costs in Ont-
ario  exceeded 5512 million
dollars. There are 268 mun-
icipalitics in the Province
employing . 6,985 constables.
The . breakdown is as_fol-
lows: 98 municipalities with
a.2 to 5 man force; 103 with

~from 6 to 10 men; 23 with 10

to 14 men; 111 with 15 to 19
men; 6 with 20 to 24 men;
15 with 25 to 25‘ rnen and 12
1.-.:th a0 1n a9, men._

. CO- DI‘LRATIID"& NEEDED

It was pointed out that
the m-nnnr:ahnn of the »ub-
lic ‘is needed 1o assist volice
in the carrying out of their
duties. Mr. Lonergan said,
that -in many instances, not
only in Stouflville but other
communities, people are re-
Juctant to notify the police
office when they sce some-
thing suspicious. When, at a
time, " information is
prnwded it is often too late.

; ASK SUIIS[_IH' _
The councillor - said that

more than 60 municipalitics
had written fo the Ontario
Police Cummissmn, rnqur.-s:‘.-—
ing. a. government
on police services {o enable
towns and townships.to of-
fer improved facilities,.
Some reeves . expressed
dissatisfaction. over. this
fecling the govern-

move- to. take the police out
of their control. They were

adsured that the Police Cnm—-

mission had no. such thﬂught
in. mmd

. Nobody's aﬁini&ns are
worthless. Even a- stopped
clock is right iwice a day!

5uhs:d:.r .

'_"Assiéiance iwill.lje gii'_eﬁ ﬁeelr ?I:it'lt'np't'fnrce'd on
- to'the General agent. | '_
" If you would like 'murh_infnrnmtin_n,' wrile or-phone,

_ ARE YOU INTERESTED?.
We nrt:-anumls lo d{:vclnp a Gﬂnuml ’Lﬂ'mu::, in

‘this area :md are looking for a man-who meeis [he J

following requirements : B s e P ol

ability {o recruil, {rain-and supervise agenis
- preferably married . - .. .. . -,

- *-age 25 (o 40

E - 5=

=

& anuuusf{n lrv-sume ﬂ[ Ius own- ldﬂas e =

CDN'I IN N'I.AL ASSUHANCE C[]WIPANY

i o 160 Elu-ur Streel - 1.:151 R
‘]_?uruntq. Onlario. . i
116---921--1692

mtentmn. Mr,HUR. Morion, Field ‘Superintendent.
All rnphr-s {reated in slr]clcst confi {Iunce.

For

ALL
Your

TRAVEL

Arrangements
CALL

WELLINGTON
- WAY

i I'RATEL SERVICE

1 3 Wellington West,
- Markham

- Phone 29423

YOUR PHARMACIST IS A
SKILLED PROFESSIONAL

" -

% A J.-i-\.-\...
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sketch, preyared by Mr.

LY q.-.'l o
1_ ¥

THE THEUHE
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This bl"'l’l relates some of the history’ aurrnundmg the old mill. A historical
ch. Cﬂher of Gurmlev is published here. -—-Stnf[ Phutﬂ.

-

Retired people who live
near tourist resorts could
add-to their incomes by pro-
ducing handicrafts for sale.

Among souvenirs that might
prove popular are Knitted ar-
ticles, small paintings, - bird
. Wood-

houses and fceders.

 birds.

carvings of anima!s_
Paintine or burning
the article would make an .
interesting souvenir.

and

.! i ! ¥

)
.

4 sizes:
. N ‘.4'_"5)(

Frc:-rn

Crtifed Fharmag)

- e en

Our fraining and experience add up fo ‘the

skill you and your doctor depend upon for

_ fast, accurale preﬂcriptmn senim. Tr_}' us
; ne:t tlmﬂ-.

- GIRLYS!
4-6X

§9.95 up

AIKEN'S

PHARMACY

35 Main Wesl — Etmlm'i_llr.:
Thone . 610-1722

BUY and USE
EASTER SEALS

Mail your generous donation. ioday
in the pink envelope.
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LADIES & MENS

593

ALL WEATHER COATS

GET READY FOR

 SQUALL JACKETS

AND - [:IRLS’* LAMINATES

SPECIAL

]{JR THE I;’iMlL‘j

GIRLS’ & BOYS' s

; Si.-:es 8-14 .

_$

from’

b |

Plain — led — Ilm-nrs:hle

GIRLS'
o 8-14

512.95 up

NEW ARRIVALS
GIRLS' DRESSES -

New q;r.rring styles ard prinls.
Sizes 46X & T-14

$3.98 to $1295 : |

from

‘LITTLE

L iybob Gabardine, Wool Flannel -
In Linen, Gabardine, Wool Flanne
: gnd_nnuuble_lcnit. 2-3X & 4-6X.

$895 to $1695

SUITS

d2.19

LADIES’ & “\IEN’S

$19.98 uwp

BOYS™ SUITS | sporr sackers TROUSERS . .
4-6X 2.3X &£'4-6X & 8-18 2.3X & 46X &£ 8-18.
$13.95 up $8_.95 up $2.98 up
. BUY. & USE..

BUY FOR LESS AND BUY BETTER .

LEN WILKES

E:-tnull’vlﬂﬂ (Next Ilu-ur lo I.G.A. Fden:r} Flmnc Eiﬂ»ﬂis

L

CI.OTHES
SHOP -




