Holds Crown Deéd'ﬁTo Markham

1‘ N

Farm

The Reesor femll;r farm ln Markham Village has been sold. The preperty has pmed through ﬁve generehuns dur[ng the

past 160 }E-BI'S- Mr. Max Reesor (shown here) holds the crown deed, dated in 1305.

Reesors Leave Markham Farm

After 160 Years of Ownershlp

160 years, to the day, after
Peter Reesor purchased 200
" acres of land in Markham Twp.,
P. Max Reeser closed it up. Peter
Reesor bought the land on
March 25th, 1805 and Peter Max
‘Reesor  left the land on March
25th, 1965. The difference: 160
yvears. The owners, flve, — all
Reesors.

Following Is a story made

sible through the co-opera-
“tion of Markham historian,
John Lunau, of the complete
Reesor ownership on a 200-acre
tract of land, some of which
now forms pert of Markhem
Village.

..At the age of 30, Peter Reeser
purchased 10{} acres of land

from William Johnson in 1805.

Johnson owned a total of 200
-acres known as lot 13, conc. 7T,
Markham Township. He sold to
Mr. Reesor the east half of the
lot, which today fronts on Main
St. In downtown Markham, for
a total eest of 8330.00 or 5331]
AN acre.

Prior to Johnson's . owner-
“ship, the land belonged to Eng-
land, and was termed Crown
Land. Johnson purchased it en
September 9th, 1801, -7 -

The deed,. still .in ﬁessessinn '

of the*hieterian'_aﬂer 160 years
"ol preservation, explained ‘the
terms . of the sale. :It involved
Johnson and Peter - Resard.
(‘Reesor’ was spelled on the
deed as it ‘was sounded phone-
tically). In -1805, the township
was known as Markham,  the
- county was called York, but the
province.- was known as. the
‘Province of Upper Canada.'

The deed was witnessed by
. Joseph and Hiram -Morrison,
"was signed by Harriet and Wil-
liam Johnson and was register-
ed by Thomas Ridout in the
. town of York, today Toronto.
Willlam Dummer Powell, one
of Upper Canada's first Attor-
ney- Generale, elee eigned the
deed. ~ -

'On’ the back of the deed was
a ‘release of the plece of land

from:- Johnson's wife Harriet.

‘Acconrding to law, the wife of
the “owner -automatiecally be-
comes half owner and her re-
Icase or okay is necessary for
the transaction to become valid.

This was the beginning. John-
gon, although he still owned 100
acres, apparently moved off the
land and Into the township of
Vespra. Reesor cleared the land
and llkely érected a small cabin
er eettaze te house his family.

Buught West Halt

. Mr. Reesor was satisfied with
his 100 acre. tract until March
28th, 1837 when he purchased
from Johnson the west half of
the land. However, according to
the- beelc ‘The Life of the Ree-
sors’, Peter made several other
land purchases in different
parts of the Township, before
he bought this ':eeend 100 acre
plot of land.

This deed, which hae his
name spelled ‘Reéser’, shows. the
purchase for a price of 200
pounds. This is difficult to un-
derstand as the first deed quot-
ed the price in American dol-
lars and cents., 32 years later,
the deed is quoted in:the Eng-
lish monetary system. It is be-

lieved that Johnson was an|.

American - before coming  to
Canada, and - requested the
deed show American money.

However, this sum:of £200
was much more expensive than
the first price. Although . not
definitely . accurate, the pound
was believed worth about $5.00
in- American currency. This
would make the price close to
$1,000.:-an increase of 33{}0 ever
his first purchase.

This se-:encl deed was minus
the signature. “of "Mrs. Harriet
Johnson, and it could have, been
thought that she  had “died.
But, in March of 1843, six vears
after Mr. Reesor had obtained
the orginal deed, Mrs. Johnson
appeared in the picture apgain,
and signed a release ' .giving
Feeeer full ewnerehip to the
and

This was a pecullar happen-
ing with the wife of the former

owner walting for six years be-

fore releasing her part in the
land. The only explanation that
could fit would be to assume
that Mr. and Mrs. Johnson sep-
arated .or became divorced in
some manner and with her not
signing the deed, blocked full
ownership of the land to the
Reesors. This' iIs only an as-
sumption "as there are 1o re-
cords to show why she weited
eueh a length of time.

Nevertheless, on, the 22nd of
March, 1843, Mrs. Johnson was
called before two Justices of the
Peace and the documents were
signed.

It Is also stated in her deed
that she received 200 pounds
from Mr. Reesor for her part.
This bolsters the afore-mention-
ed assumption of her either op-
posing her husband for more

-50n,

‘only

money, or not being with him,
and doing it on “her own. .

Therefore, in full, the land
cost Mr. Reesur a grand total
of approximately $2,330.00 for
the 200 acres. .

Also payment -of the deeu-
ment registration-had to be ad-
ded on. The deed signed by Lir.
Johnson alone cost 95 Td . or|.
22.34. The release for Mrs.
Johnson was slightly hiﬂ'her at
105 3d. or $2.54.

Sold to First Sen P
Strangely enough, less than
three months after Mr. Reesor’s
second purchase from Mr. John-
the new landowner sold
197 acres to his son, also named

Peter, The deed was signed by

both men on June 14, 1837.

It is believed that the elder
Reesor kept three acres for
himself to live on,  although

‘there's no menlmn of it in the

records. .

However, hie son-.made the
pureheee at a cost of 525 paunds
or approximately ' 82,625, ‘This
seems as though the. father
sold to the son to maKe a profit,
but, the value of the pound may
have deteriorated: somewhat. -

Mr. Reesor was-62 when he
sold the 197 acres to his son,
and he died at the ege -of 79 in

_15:»4

Twent:f years - eIapsed from

-ﬂle elder's death until the son
sold part of his plot. Peter Ree- |,

sor, Jr. sold 100 acres to his son

-Jacob for. the paliry sum of

$100. . This transaction took
place on ‘June 12th, 1874 and
the deed’ epeeiﬁed the cost .in
Canadian” . money. After the
Confederation Act in 1867, new-
born. Canada received 1ts own
monetary system,

Of the' 100 acres sold, apurex-
imately three acres were bought

up by the rallroad. The railway

cut - through' Jacob's land' and

the price for it was not disclos-

ed. Known as the Toronto-Nip-
issing Railway, the-tracks were
laid in- the late 1870's or early
1880's. The name of the ralil-
way was a riddle as its .termi-
nal was in the  Peterborough
area, missing Nipissing .County

and lake by some 150 miles.

Jacob’s son was named Peter
and he was born‘July 3rd, 1867,
two days -after;’ Canada
was born. Jacob sold a part of

‘the Jand to.his sen en Nevemher

6, 1919. .
When .Iaenh nurehaeed hie
100 acres from -Peter- Reesor,

Jr. in 1874, there.was no men-
tion of the fate of the other
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meehunle‘ Present !essee: retiring due te ill heulth :

100 acres Irem Peter Rev:ser.
theére was no proof to back up
the statement, it is believed that
when Peter died, he left ‘the
Ienci in his will. !

: Taxes Low

There are -tax records show-
ing the cost of the land and.-its
dwellings while .Jacob wes m
]]{IEEESEH}H

The first tax bill dateﬂ ﬂetm
ber 1st, 1895, showed that Mr.
-Joseph Wales collected a total

of $40.20 from the Reesor fam-
ilv. Their assessment. was
$1,400. ‘and of :the taxes .they
paid, $8.68 were for schools and
$6.58 for the Village Rate. The
remainder of the bill was divid-
ed among ' 5e'.reral emeller ac-
counts.

However,  four }feers Jater,
Lthe -Reesor assessment -jumped
to $3,000. but their taxes de-

creased .to  $30.54; The school.

rate, though, went up from
$8.68 in 1895 to 316.16 in 1899.

Yet, in 1900 the assessment
was only $1,250 and the taxes
were 335.13. The school rate
dropped” again to $6.88 and a
new -account, General Fund, was
added. It also eest the Reesors
$6.88.

-Even the tax eeileetur in-1900-|

was named - Reesor.' He was F.
A. Reesor and he became man-

ager of the Bank of St. -Lawr-

ence, Markham’'s first bank.
Final Reesor Tranefe:*
The final transfer-in-the Ree-
sor family.came on March 3rd,
1923, Peter H. Reesor released
the land to his son Peter {Max)
Reesor.- Max had been In the 1st
World War and won . the. Mili-
tary Medal. Upon his return to
Canada, he obtained -the land
from his father, and held onto
it until March 25th, 1965.
Max apparently: seld part of
the land to another family in
the area some years ago, but
-only recently let the remainder
ro. There were two houses on
the land, and Max lived in one

of them until he obtained an|’ -

apartment in~ the ".Tlllage

Squire in Markham.

. Today, the Reesor name is
still connected with the proper-
ty, as a distant cousin,” C. W.
Reesor operates: Reesor’s “&'.[ar‘
mill near the:main street.-

‘But, the family ‘tmeitten
that started 160 years ago by
Peter Reesor,- has . been - termi-
nated by his great- j'.{I'Eﬂt grand-
son, -Peter. ) }

“When you marrled me you
premlsed to love, heneur and

obey.
' “Well I didn’t want fo start

an - ergement in frent ef all
these people.” :

I would like to speak about a
pative of Aurora and a man
whose heart is therefore close-
Iy allied with the constituency
snd interest of York North-this
man is our own Prime Minister,
Lester B. Pearson. Mr, Pearson,
since he has assumed the office
of the prime ministership, has
been subject recently to a great
deal of criticism, some of it
justified, much of it unjustified.
There have ben troubles, none
of us would deny that, and yet
throughout these troubles Mr.
Pearson has retained his strong
character and leadership, when
lesser men might have crumb-
led under the sirain.

_To many peeple. it seems pe-

culiar that the Prime Minister
has not lost the support of some
members of his party, or at
ieast been criticized by them. I
would like to forward my opin-
ion as‘to why this has not oc-
cured and why this I do not be-
lieve - it will occur. The mem-
bers of the Liberal Party, with-
out exception, have the great-
est respect for Mr. Pearson, for
his policies, for his leadership.
Mr. Pearson is a quet, efficient
leader, one who does not make
great. show of the fact that he
is the man in charge, one who is
constantly willing to -accept
new ideas, and trust the opin-
fons of Party members,
" The Prime Minister is an ex-
tremely fair man and his fair-
ness has- shown itself on many
occasions, He. is never one to
prejudge people, regardiess of
their position, One recent ex-
ample of Mr. Pearson’s fairness
and honesty was his decision to
allow the controversy over the
off-shore {fisning limits to be
decided by ‘the courts, rather
than Parliament. The Prime Mi-
meie:' is never one to assume
power where he feels it i: net
his right to“do s0.

Mr. Pearson is -2 man ef ‘the '

very -highest character, and of
far-ranging  Intellectual scope.
All his life his mind has played
about broad issues of - human
progress, and, whether at home
or abroad, he naimates an ar-
dent phﬂanthrep}', _
keenest  and brightest Intellec-

tual powers. In the United Na- |-

tions these  qualities- brought
him unequalled 'success as a
peacemaker and bulwark of
freedom. During the tumultu=-
ous troubles .of: Cyprus, ‘Egypt
and Korea, Mr. Pearson showed
a sense of purpose and fair
play, added to-sound- judgment,
that" won for -him the Nobel

- “DRIVE: A I.ITTI.E
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“BEST. BIIYS"
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-accomplished a great deal

with the].

by JOHN ADDISON M.P

Peace Prize. In International
affairs, 2 few men are as emi-
nently resepcted as our Prime
Minister. Mr, Pearson is a
slatesman and one of his fav-
orite stories is to relate how,
when some American young-
sters were asked if they wiched
to be President, -99% replied
‘ves’: but when the same num-
ber were asked if they wished
{o be politicians, only 125 were
wiling to say ‘ves. .

AMen of the calibre of Mr.
Pearson are rare; they rise a-
bove mere Party politics. It is
no wonder then, ,that he has the
unqualified support of the Li-
beral Party. While all admit to
the fact of his grear statesman-
ship, he Is quickly learning the
harsh realities of politics. Poli-
tics, however, to the Prime \i-
nister, is not an end in itself; it
is a means to an end. The end to
which Mr, Pearson devotes his
‘efforts is the. good of Canada,
From this end, nothing will a-
vert him, be is Party politics or
eriticism of any kind.

What I am suggesting is that

. as Canadians we can be proud

of the fact that we have as a

leader of this nation a man

worthy of the greatest respect
and admiration. Sensational is-
sues and scandalous charges
should not shake our trust in
the Prime Minister, for he has
in
_1:'15 two years as Prime Minis-
er.

ﬂu:es.mter
heaters, refrizerators, ' ela -
LFP. gas Is thrifty, too !
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YUU’VE GI]'I' CANAIIA’S NEWEST

RAMBI.ER I]EALER 5

SALES &
SERVICE
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6402244

Another new Dealer joins Remb!ers :ensiantly expanding'ﬂea'ler organiza--
tion] Now at Stouffville you can get top-quality service and parts, for your
Rambler. The staff at Sanders Sales & Service has been ‘specially trained.
to give your Rambler the very best care end service. . . - .

‘Drep into Sanders Sales & Service as soon as you can. See three greal nevs. -
series of cars in three different sizes—the- }reu!hful compact American, the

fast new mid-size Classic 6 or V8, and the’ totally
Ambassador. - And there’s a new wide range of superb 6 and V8 engines,

plus more than 70

- If you want 2 cernpa-:t look at the youthful ‘65 Rambler American, the leader
of all the compacts, yet still the lowest-priced Canadian-built car. If you
want something bigger,.the fast new familysized ‘'Rambler Classic 6 and

new, longer, Iarger

‘spectacular power options and features.

V8.Is the car for you. If you want something bigger still, see the longer,
Earger, Juxurious 1965. Ambassador. Test drive the new b:g 3—the great

‘65 Ramblers—today at Sanders Sales & Service.
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