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"her with James McGrisken, who

- children, the writer being the
~ youngest. I spent a pleasant

‘Jes back to my mind of all who
. Wm. Judd, Wm. Sinclar, Russell

-eph Garland, Waller Hollinger

“ [n my vears at schoel, John Hen-

' tees.
Everyone had {o walk fo
school. The first bell used to

. we would not be late. We boys

- and stormy. A few farmers —

. give rides to the children. Often
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WHITES, PLAINS,

By Geo. Cober
Gormley, Ont.
I recently visited and had din-

bought the farm from Jesse Co-
ber in 1910. My father, John Co-
ber, reared a larpge family of 13

day around the buildings and
walking ‘out .the' lane, - This
brought many pleasant memor-

attended Cherrywood school. I
will name those who are lefi:

Davidson, Joseph Burkholder,
John Pelty, Sandy Gourlic, Jos-

and Edward Lininer, My first
leachers were Thomas Hender-
son, F. A. Dales (who later be.
came our [amily doctor in Stou-
fMiville, also a director of the Be-
thesda Telephone Company),
Archie Smith and James Drum-
mond. Their salary was approx-
imately S300 a year. Miss Fergu-
son of Sunderland and Alexan-
der MacIntosh were among .the
Arst school teachers.

During my school days farm-
ers let their children go to
scheol until they were 18 or 19
years of age (Iin the winter).
They- walked barefooted in the
sumraer. The first trustees were
James McCreight. Frad Roach
and George Davidson Sr. Later,

derson, George Davidson and
Noak Burkholder were the trus-

ring at a quarter {o nine and
then at nine, which made sure

used to have the. privilege of
ringing the bell. At that time
the dinner bells were all the go.
You would hear them . from
twenty after eleven until a quar.
ler to twelve. The boys knew
everyone, even the horses knew

our bell from the .rest. At pres |

ent. this is a thing of the past.
The winters were very cold

namely. John B. Reesor and No-
ah Burkholder., used to hitch
their horses to a bobsled and

the box would be filled and all
would have a jolly time. The big

'‘of the school. The front seats

big box stove zt the rear end

where the little children sat
were very cold, The boys that 1
sat with were Joseph Allison,
Edward Cober, Walter Hender-
son, Willie Green and Jnscph
Garland.

At that time we used lo play
4 game called shinny. We had
no hockey sticks. We used to
et a branch. off a2 bree with a
crook in it. We had no skating
rink. I learned to skate with
wooden skates. We also played
football, baseball and horse-
shm:s.' i

" Every year Pickering ‘Town-
ship had a Union School pienie
at Rosebank at Lake Onlario.
The childven would ride on wag-
ons drawn by fine horses with
shining harness, covered wilh
ribbons. The best eniry received
a prize. .

Mr.- and Mrs. James Chap-
man were the school carctakers.
He cut some of the best hard-
wood with a bucksaw and piled
it-in the woodshed.: At that time,
Cherrywood was a busy place.
Mr. Charles Petty owned a brick
and tile yard. As a boy, I saw
Mr., Petty's first tile machine.
They turned it by hand. Some of
the men he hired were George
Gates, Charles Lintner, \William
Norris and George Osland. Mn
Petty also owned a farm, store,
and several houses. He was a
real businessman. Murray Sum-
merfelt was the first storekeeper
that I recall. Others were Alfred
McPherson, John Green. and
Tom Robins. The store was
handy to the school and many
a cent’s worth of candy was pur-
chased over the counter. Cherry-
wood also had some first class
blacksmiths. Some were William
Irvin, James. Clayton, Herb
Poynter and Robt. Davidson
Nearby wax a carpenter shop

operated by Nathanlel Burk-
holder.
We all - looked forward fio

threshing-daye. One man would
tend the engine, two men would

feed the machine, one would cut
bands, four would work In the
mow. one or two would carry
boxes. one would work behind
the rackers and five or six In
the straw mow-. It brought a lTot

of the neighbours together. The
women folk provided an excel.

hteh his team fo the engine and
take it to the next place. The
thresher would draw the ma-
‘chine with his team. The young
boys would get. a real thrill
when the ‘engine driver would
let’'them blow the whistle. Every-
one enjoyed hearing 1t hluw zt
12 and 6 o'clock. %

‘The first threshers I can re-
member were Nathaniel Burk-
holder, Peter Cober, Daniel Hoo-
ver, and later Walter Hoover
and William Reesor. They al-
ways threshed 10 hours a day
and did a good job. Jesse Reesor
and his father Samuel Reesor
were . alsa among  the . Ea.rl_'r
threshers.

Another big day for us t'hti-
dren was ihe big bulchering day
when every. farmer used io kill.
from four to eight pigs, finished
off with pea chop. They would
drese about’ 300 pounds. This
took a lot of extra help as the
meat .was cul up into hams and
shoulders. It all was salted and
smoked with maple green chips
and the fat went into lard and
the rest into sausage‘and liver-
worst. This took all day. The
best of it was, we had sausage
for supper and all who had help-
ed got a taste of it, also some
liverworst.- This was the best
food a man could eat, as it gave
him the strength he needed for
hard work in the bush,

" We also looked forward to
the dav when we extracted
honey. This was a busy day, as
we used to have about Mty
swarms of bees. All the combs
had to be uncapped before they
were put in the extractor. We
children liked to turn it and see
the honey fly out of the comb.
Of coursze, at that time, honey
was plentiful and everyone ate
to their heart's content. We used
to =ell the honey for cight or ten
cents a pound.

In the spring of the year we
used to tap around 150 trees

and make maple syrup. We
would gather it together in
pails w{th a yoke over our

shoulder and then pour It into
a big tub and boll it down in a
biz pan over a fireplace. We usu-
aliy started at daylight and

A Visit to My Boyhood Farm of 50
Years Ago, Lot 33, Con. 3 Plckermg

father would boil #t down Inlo
molasses and sell a lot of it in
Whitevale’ for 31.25 per gallon.
The children always enjoyed
the taffy and maple sugar when
it was made.

These are some of the mem-
ories we don't forget when we
| get old. Very llitle money was
received for the hard work in-
volved, bul everyone was happy
and enjoyed lile better than to-
day where Everyth[ng Is® mnd
ern.

Now coming ha{.L l.ﬂ my [a-
ther’s place. He came from Vau-
ghan Township around 1856 and
had a large sione house built,
as he had a very.slony farm. A
mason by lhe name of John
Pearse Sr. built the house,, as
he did a number of others. This
house. is just as good as cver.
The first jointing moriar i still
Jthere Father built the house in
13:»8 His brother Jacob did the
‘carpenter work. My father told
me they took a ladder up and
put a plank on the ladder and
then put the stone in the wheel-
barrow. Mr. Pearse tied a plow
line on the wheelbarrow ‘and
pulled, and my father shoved on
the handle. This was the way
they got the stones onto the
ascaffold, which was very hard
work. Mr. Pearse worked long
hours for very little money, as
money was scarce in those days.

‘My father and mother be.
lomged to the Tunker Church.

My grandfather was elder for|

over 40 years and my-Jfather
held meetings every - sixteen
weeks In his home for over 40
years. This was discontinued in
1904 when he left and moved to
Gormley. He died in 1918 in his
$S8th year and mother in 1921 in
her 83rd year.

The ministers that used lo
preach were: John Byer of
North Markhant, Elder Samuel
Baker of Gormley, Elder Henry
R. Heise of Victorla Square,
Petexr Baker of Gormley, Fred
Elliott of Richmond Hill, "Abra-
ham! Vinger, Maple, and Peter
Stickley of Bethesda. The dea-
cons were: Christopher Helse,
Danlel Steckley Sr.. David Leh-
man, John Doner, Reuben Heise

would keep working until night. | and John W. Heise. This official

Then we would carry the syrup
nearly a half mile to the cook

house where we had an old-

staff were all first class farmers
and mach took his turn every 16

I weeks and preached the Gospel
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They spent much of their time
visiting their flock and as many
 others as possible. These meet.
ings made a lot of extra-work
for the women, as they did the
baking in-an outside bake oven
and they always cooked a large
ham.

Often, some of the people
came Saturday afterncon and
stayed ‘all night They had a
prayer meeting at night and the
Gospel was preached al 10 o’
clock the next morning. Every-
one was invited to stay for din-
ner, and they had a soclal lime
together.

Father had a Love Ieast in
his barn in 1875. They had no
churches then, and as mention-
ed, services were held in 16 dif-
ferent ‘homes until the church
was built in 1877, Of course, in
those days boys were boys, and
at -a‘time like this . they would
cut up and disturb the meeting.
But father's neighbour, James
MeCreight, who was Justice of
the Peace, stood-up and said,
“Gentlemen, I want you 1o Know
this is.a place of worship and I
want all’of you to behave your-
selves.” Thal stopped it and
there was good order, ali thro-
ugh the services.

I don't want to forgei the
Methodist Church which I at-
tended for a number of years.
I went to Sunday School at 10
o'clock and to church in the
evening. The S.S. Superiniend.
ents were Fred Roach, James
Todd, James Laughlin and Wm.
J. Taylor. Christian Stover, Em-
ma Taylor and later Wm. J.
Tavlor were my teachers. We
had a very fine Sunday School.
Some of the ministers were:
Rev. Vickery Toye Casscadden,
Shipman Lunau, Moore Reyn-
old. James Taylor and James
Laughlin were the ceacons.
"These are some of the faml-
lies which attended: Charlie Pet.
ty Sr.; Fred Roach, James Glil-
christ, Francis Judd, John Hen-
derson, George Hedges, James
Mainland,- Charlie Smith, John
Curtain, Wm. Money, Jas. Todd,
John Timbers,. George David-
son, Nathaniel Burkholder, Wm.
Burkholder, Jesse Burkholder,
Chris Stover, Ben.Stover, Har-
vey  Burkholder, James Fergu-

son, George Gates, Wm. Nor-|

ris, George Osland, BenJCarter,
Wm. Carter, Joseph_ Collins,
\Wm. Pilkey and Wm. Spencer.
1.always thought they had a
very fine congregation. In those
days a lot of the pcople walked,
but there was-nothing better
than a good horse and top bug-
gy for the summer and a cutter
with a good string n:t! bells for
the winter.

We used (o receive our mail L

school would be heated by & lent meal The farmer would fashioned fireplace. ard hgmur.luuschrmirecaichuze. every other day. I can remem-

-

ber when the first .daily paper

started, the Toronto INews and
the Toronto World which .sold
for $I.l]t} a year. Tom Hague

‘'was one of ithe mail carriers

who .went through all, Kinds of
bad roads and weather.

In those days. ‘there were iwo
or three trampb who walked the
roads. The ‘children were afraid
of them. They got their meals
and night lodging from the far-
mers, This, ol course, is ‘not
seen loday. - )

- Let us not forget. the wold
landmarks and those who work-
ed so hard for what we are en-
,;n}nng today. We are now liv-
ing in an allogether different
world than in the days of our
fathers, especially during the
lagt fifty years,

.- —George Cober.
hﬂrnﬂey. "Ont.

BLOUE“-‘EIHGTOH

The January W.A. meetmg
was held at the home of. Mr.
and Mrs. P. Brown Thursday
afternoon. This was the Annual
election for 1960. Alter the var-
ious reports were tabled and ap-
proved, the nominating commit-
tee of Mrs, J. Winterstein, Mrs,
'C. Tindall and Mrs. Harding pre-
sented the slate uI ﬂmEEI'S, as
follows:

Pres, Mrs. YWm. Dougherty:
Vice Pres., Mrs. O. T. Harding:
Secty.,, Mrs. C. Lemon; Asst,
Mrs. E. Ba]-:::r; Treas., Mrs. Mur-

ray Barnes; ‘Missionary Treas.,
Mrs. H. Tomlinson; Pianist, Mrs.
W. -A. Fockler; Asﬁist Mrs. O.
Bal-:et

- Flower Commiliee .— Mrs. E.
Lemon, Mrs. Percy Brown, Mrs.
Dawson Eurnett, Box and Vislt.
ing Comm: — Mrs. V. Wagg,

Mrs. C. Tindall, Mrs. Simmons; |

Social Comm. — Mrs, V. Wagpg,
Mrs. C. Tindall;, Mrs. Wallace
Vaughan, Mrs C. Lemon; Sew-
ing Comm. — Mrs. E. Nesbitt,
Mrs. O. Harding, Mrs. E. Lemon,
Mrs. H. Burnett; . Missionary
Comm. — Mirs. Elmer Burnett,
Mrs. E. Baker, Mrs. O. Tranmer,
Mrs. M. Barnns Look-out Com-
mittee — Mrs. Jos, Winterstein,
Mrs. D. Burnett, Mrs. A. W.

ISEﬂrl}; M.  Simmons condiicted. -

4 short dedication service Instail:

ing the officers. -It was decldad

to donate the money remaining -

in the Treasury to the Canadian .
Mission. Hostesses were Mrs, C.

Lem-::m and Mrs. M. Earnes.ﬁ

est producer of peaches,. with
about two-thirds "of ' the. total,
and also . produces about’ ‘one
fifth of the world’s cherry. :rup
and the same proportion of tl:r

Wurld crop of plums and prunen

Durmg {the Middle Age: and
unlil the Tndustrial -Revolution .
in England, work from sunrise

lo sunset was' gustomary.
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CREAM SHIPP[RS

For Best Rﬂau]ts Ship Yuur Cream {to Btuuﬂ'ﬂun
. Creamery.  We pay two ccnis more per puund -

Butter-fat for Cream delivered to the. craamer}'.'
To have our truck call, phone ‘186w -

 Stouffville Creamery Co.
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