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OUR EDITORIAL COMMENT

The Record Speaks For ltself

It was most gratifying to hear

"« member of fown council express

appreciation in public at the recent
nomination meeting for the service

provided by the village assessor, Mr,
These words were
echoed by Reeve Lehman at the regu-
far year-end meeting on Thursday
night.

An assessor, like any municipal
emplovee who is continually in touch

with the public, has a rather difficult
task to perform. He may be even
more subject to ridicule than a tax
coliector and yet we have heard few,
if any, complaints of Mr. Turner’s
work. This year, only four appeals
were filed, and three of these request-
ed rather minor assessment changes,
[n other towns and townships where
appeals have totalled up in the hund-
reds, the Stouftville figure is a mere
drop in the bucket,

Annual Township Dinner Serves lmportant Purpose

" The cancellation of Christmas

" turkey bonuses to the employees in

the Township of Pickering was a

move that apparently met. complete

agreement. with the majority' of
members of council. We feel that the

practice” that was instituted some
four years ago was a procedure that
would have been halted in the near
future as the staff eentmued to grow.
There. is: little doubt, however, that

the “letter to the editor” which ap-

peared in this paper and cordemned

the action, was at least .partially re--

sponsible - for council’s thinking ‘on
the matter. .

Deputy-Reeve -Mrs. Jean  Mec-
Pherson spoke against both-the tur-
key give-away .and the annual em-
ployees’ ‘dinner-that has been held at
Brougham for the past few years. We

- certainly eennet agree with her on

the: latter practice. The banquet is

a emell teken of epp1ee1et1en to the -
unsung  workers
‘township who give of their time and
-_teIente w1theut remuneret:en in the

.throughout :the

F ot Chrlsimns Curds for Mere Than

The idea hed been. prepeeed to-
“Drummond by a fnend Themee Stur |
rock™ and the “first engravings  were.
designed by A. T. Aikman. England
cards in 1843 and

Ghnetmee ‘eards have. been ar-
riving in your mail now for several

weeks, and their .delivery possibly

reached its peak last weekend. For
all the grumbliigs we hear of the

commercializing of- Christmas, these.

eards, nevertheless, bring happy con-
{acts for many .people once a year
and .a renewal of eequemteneee of
long standing.

We were reading the other de;gr
that it was in-1841 that Charles
Drummond placed his first greeting
eard in his shop window in Edin-

. burgh Scotland, giving hirth te 2

new l'l]dl.lﬂtl'}'

‘hle is (.rhnetmee Eve, Christ-

mas bells throughout all Christendom |

are ringing out the most joyous proc-
lamation of . the gospel message':

“Fear not; for, behold, T Erillg' .

Yo geed tidings' of great joy, which.
shall be to all peeple. For unto you
is born this day, in the city of David,
a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”
(St. Luke 2:10-11).

~ Yes, 1959 years ago, the. engele
gsang, “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, good will toward
men,” and those that followed the

star in the east found-the Saviour,

Christ the Lord, lying in & manger.

‘in the city of David.

But the first Christmas was a
trying and painful time, despite all
the manifestations of glory. Was not
Joseph summoned from sleep to take
unto himself Mary, who gave virgin
birth to Christ Jesus ? And were nol
Mary and Joseph' summoned by de-
cree from Caesar Augusius to go
from Galilee to Bethlehem to be
taxed 7 And were not all men of good
will summoned by the angels to go
to the manger in Bethlehem to find
their King ? -

Mary and Joseph lived under

* digtatorship in which life was cheap.

Their income was more than likely
in the lower third of the nation. When
it came time for the Baby, they were

- mas.

. Stores,

service of the municipality. We have
spoken irf favor of this function~in
the past, and we .still feel that it

. serves_a very 1mpertent purpeee In

this day and age, it is most ﬂlfﬁeult
to find 'men and women who w:!l

work for nothing. Surely, a tewnehlp-

sponsored dinner is very- little to
expect.

expressing appreciation- to its non-
paid en’epleyeee,
timely occasion to:honor eertem par-
ties who have given many . ;reere in

‘ the service of the township. Muni-

cipal servants of long-time standing

should not, be I}El'm.‘lttEd to pass out
-of the pleture without some: form of -
'Leeegmtlen No time could be more

‘appropriate.

We realize ‘that no council: can
become overly -generous- with tax-
payers’ money and expect 'to escape
criticism,

relations thet eennet be 'FlEWEd onlv.

m dollars and ‘eents,
i

eni'u ty

began to produce
in 1846 with the birth of Dickinson’s
Bob :Cratchit, and the conversion of
Scrooge, Christmas had really emeed
as a festive social event.

Shortly after this period, the
jdea spread to, Eurepe, pertleulerl}"
- Germany. - . With ' that country’s -ad-
vancéd methods of printing, a success

was made of the :Christmas card
:feeture, both - artistically em:l eem-
mercially.

Summons at Christmas
7eummened o~ make -a trip o meét-

the: demands of their g'eeernment
Whether the Eeh:,r lived or died was
of no concern to the eeeiety in wh:eh
they existed. As far as their own
peep]e were: eeneEmed Mary  and
Joseph could - make eut for them-
gelves. I

But -because God reigned, they

were not alone. The Wise Men
brought gifts of great treeeure.
There was great re_]elemg.

And so tonight there is 1'eJe1emg,'
and there are visible tokens of Christ-
Most business sections have
been bright with Christmas decora-

tions for days past. Holly wre-eths‘

are found in many home windows,

bells on doors and gaily lit Christmas -

trees, if not on the front lewn, visible
in the lwmg' rooms, from the street.
in most centres, will have
closed for a three-day holiday. Every-
where about us, there seems to be a
new epirit, a new life, a new hope,
a new joy ! Tonight children will go
to bed eeeured that-Santa Claus-is on
his way and will come down the
chimney, in our respective homes, to
deliver a portion of his heavy load.
Most of us will banish all thoughts
of external troubles and for the next
few days concentrate on internal joys.

It is, indeed, a time of Merry
Christmas,

In past years, the banquet has:
served two purposes. In addition to

it has Iilevided - TS

We contend, however, that -
. the annual dinner is one bit of publie

-and broke.

—_

You Can Get Busmess Maclunes and

._- _  Offlce SUpplles from .The Tribune

[iaer oF wmE weEE ] |Swday School|Granddad Says

Sugar and Spice

By BILL SMILEY

Chrisimas is fine for Kids, the
selfish little ingrates. And it's
pretty. good for old people,. be-
cause somebody pays some at-
tention to them, for a change.
But for, eeerrbedf
pnme'-ufhfe years, it seems to
be a time of tension, eeremhhng,
worry and WEermess

e 2 . % .
its great pity, but Christ-
mas has got out of hand, econ-

| emically and seemll,} The Fam-
-tly Prov ider W atehes with grow-

ing unease .as the demands in-
crease annuelly and ‘he knewe
he’ll be in débt until June. The
harassed ' housewife; frying . to

|'cope with children’s “concerts,
-an ever-swelling list. of. glrts
':.nd cards,  and an ever-increas:

ing round of pre-Christrnas en-

tertainments, along. with all ‘the

deaning end fussing to do Fbe
for the big day, becomes a study
in exhausted asperity. .

‘o = E
However, it's all our dwn
fault, and there's no need to
feel sorry for ourselves. Peo-

ple who have weak stomachs]|

shouldn’t ride on roller coasters.
And people who haven't enough
gumption fo climb off the pre-
Christmas bandwagon and make
it a .good .and happy time, de-

.| serve-to wake up on Christmas

morning worn out, hung aver

.. . .

‘Despite the seasonal seramble

-and the high-pressure salesman-

ship, it CAN be a happy climax
in our year, with a little effort,

.2 little thought, and = geeﬂ mea-

sure of tolerance. Just adopt

& the IeIIewmg simple formula, |;
and you’ll have the happiest,
| most. rewarding Christmas sea-
| son jl'ﬂll ve ever enjoyed:

o= L

DON'T win a 25-pound turkey |
at a pre-Christmas raffle, totter |.

up the stairs under its weight at} -
3 a.m. and throw it triumphant-|

Iy on the heﬂ just as your ball-

|'and-chain ‘is getting upon her |:
| elbow to blast you. I did one

year, the bed collapsed, and the

| Old  Battleaxe wound up ' on

the floor - in the embrace of a
cold and very dead turkey. This
is conducive to neither peace on

| earth nor good will toward men.
: - :

‘DO be as helpful and - incon-

'spicuous as possible around the

house during those hectic ﬂu}*s

‘before Christmas, Your wife is|

not necessarily undergsing hor
change of life. Those screams at

the children, snarls at you, and

other manic depressive symp-
toms merely mean that (a) she
lost- her Christmas card list
from last vear, or (b) Aunt Sa-
die and Uncle George have just
wriiten to say that they'll be
along for Christmas, with the
five kids, or (c¢) she has found
the present you bought for her
and hid so carefully, and she is
not enamoured of that lovely
pair of kneeling pads. '
, L & =

DON'T leave all your Christ-
mas - shopping until the Jlast
day, then get a few hookers un-
der your belt and sally forth to
wrap it all up in one merry ¢x-
cursion. Fellow I know did that
lIast year. It took him until April
to get rid of the pony that ar-
rived on Christmas morning for
his four-year-old son. And he
never could zet back the down
payment from the airline com-
pany on one of those “Fly Now
—Pay Later” trips to South
America with which he present-
ed his wifte,

L # , W

DO take the family out in the

woods fo get a Christmas tree.

As your wife points out, it's an

old tradition, and sort of, well,

farn. You wind up with wet feet,
head colds, torn clothing, the
car all scratched, and a ftree
that looks as though it had been
the locale of the Annual Spruce-
buds Convention. But you can
always buy one down =zt the
corner the next du;.

DON'T allow women and chil-

dren in the house when you're |

in . those

putting up the tree. There is a
time that tests men’s souls, and
by the Holy Old Jumping Jere-
miah, that is one of.them. It is
not the language I worry about
at this time. It is the fact that
there is 'an axe too handy. :
= Lt - o

DO make up a big basket enrl

take if :,'eureelf to the poorest

family in- ‘town, on Christmas |-

Eve. But don't be’ put oft if
they’re all sitting around watch-
ing television and thé youngest
child looks al your basket and
pipes: “Another chicken, Ma.
That mhkes four zeese, two
turkeys and eight chickens.”
It's the principle that counts, *
. * =
' To tlop off- this recipe for a
happy Christmas,:I suggest you

-memorize these lines, the only
known
works of Hugh Dunnif, the’

fragment from the

great Welsh bard. of the eleven-

teenth century:.

Rethel than - help lhe wassail
' flow,

Or loiter under ihe m:stletﬂE.

‘Get up early and off you go,

'On Christmas Day in the morn-

ing. i

Visit your friends and wish

i, them .cheer;

Add to your wishes “A Happy

: New Year;"”

Scorn all offers of rye or beer,

And you'll feel better, I know,
. .y dear, - .7

On Christmas Da:,r in-the mmn

ing.

‘There are fewer opiimisis
then there used to be. This ab-
‘servation is based. on the fact
;dhat Ifar J.‘ewe-l concerns than
-IﬂrmerIy’ ﬂlstnbute calendars.

i “The average man doesn't
‘know what. to.do  with ' his
‘hands,” says an euthent}.r on

| etiquette. Maybe not, but "he
has learned to quit drawing to-

‘them for en ineide etreight.

seemed very <lim indeed. -

+| that when his glot against Peter

.| dom, Herod was eager to please

seemed hopeless. Why?

/| same time pleasing. the public.

‘instrument. God honored it-in

Intercession. All were in. perfect | -

oy e p—rn 0 R

~Lesson
(Lesson for December 27)
~ GOD, OUE HELY®
Acts 12

EﬂLl}EH_ TEXT — Casting all
Your. care upen him; for he
careth for yow — 1 Fet. 5:7|
THE LESSON AS A WHOLE

Approach to the Lesson
Simon Peter’s predicament was
severe. His chances of survival

Herod, king of Palestine, was
a cruel and effective foe. The

Herodian line was known for its§ .

infamy, and he was no excep-
tion. He was aggressive and de-
termined to have his way. Note

was foiled., he did not hesitate
to order the deatii of the prison

guards (Acts 12:19).
Determined to unify his King-

the Jews by eliminating any
disruptive elements. He regard-
ed the church as divisive and
concluded that its.leaders must
be liquidated. Peter’s plight

First, Herod had already per-
secuted other believers and mur-
dered the Apostle, James; there-
by he had delighted the Jews.
His program of r.IEstruetmn was
preduemg reselis and at the

Second, Herod was not likely

GI:I.RISTJL—!S TIME

There's eemething about the
Christmas Time

With its byvmmns of praise and
Carols dear

That mellows the heart and
hallows the home,

Lighiens the task, brings hope
and cheer. .

Hid in the very air we breathe
We feel a spirit we cannot see,
And sense its warm benevolence,
Its heartfelt force for equity.

Tis-a time to think more

deeply

Of the life laid down by Him,

To save mankind from -the
downward path

Of =in so dark and grin.

We recall that glorious pageant
Upon a Judean hill,

host on its knees! -

Their prayers were directed
(“‘unto God"). This was no intro-
spection or wool-gathering; their
help was in the Almighty, They
had no other recourse. God was
their solitary hope and aid.

Their pravers were definite
(“for him™). This was practical,
peinted specifie, focused inter-
cession. Our Lord is pleased
when His people bring their
personal, particular desires to
Him in pérsistent, expectant

to desist. His zeai and self-assur- prayer.' He stands ready to an-

ance continued unabated until
his ghastly death (verses 20.23).

Third, Peler’s escape from
prison appeared impossible, He
was chained by his wrists to

.*:we Roman soldiers, while two |-
‘others were on guard outside his

cell. Usually, doomed prisoners
were bound to only one soldier.

But Herod was taKing no chan-

ces.
Fourth, Peter had no'stalwart

allies among his friends to insti-

gate a popular revolt and to

rush to his aid. He was cast}]’

upon the mercies *of his God.

But the power of Herod was as|"
nothing when God intervened to |-

deliver His beleeguerd servant.
The Heart of the Lesson’

The story of’Peter’s deliver-|

ance from prison is highly ap-
propriate for the last. Sunday
of the.year. No matter how

great the odds against  believ- |-

ers, God is still on the throne.
His ears are ever open to the
.prayers of His people and Hls
arm mighty to save.

The weapon which the ehureh 2

forged against the enemies of
the Lord was effeciual fervent
prayer. God heard her, supplica:
tions, sent His angel, and re-
stored Peter: to his praying
friends (See 12:12). :

Prayer is still a formidable

Peter's day. He honors'it today.
But notice eereiu]!y how the
Jerusalem saints prayed, -and

learn from their example. Acts 4

12:5 is a eleeere .
Their prayers were earnes[‘ and
fervent (“without _ceasing”).
They “stretched forth"” their
souls as well' as their hands
toward Heaven. They meant
business, Peter was in prison.
Ehey pled with Ged to release
im

Their prayers were united —
“of the church”. All jeineﬂ in

agreement as they eppreaehed
the throne of grace. The army
uf I.he Lord was a. harmnmeus

-

GIIRISTMASTIDE .
‘What is your favorite Christ-
mas poem? There are so many

beautiful ones from which to.

.choose! One lovely poem by an

unknown author, quoted in The

Grade Teacher, is this: .

- Within A Lowly Manger

Within a lowly manger ihe
heavenly baby lay,.

A glory shone around Him and
shepherds came to pray.
Above, a star beamed golden,
and wise men from afar
Brought gifits to lay before Him,
frankincense, gold and myrrh.

0 little ehlld so gentle, te honor

. Thee we. sing, ;

With happy heerts and joyful
songs a gift of love we bring.

- Almost two thousand years

ago a Baby was born in a sta.

‘ble in Bethlehem to a young

‘Jewish maiden named Mary.
‘The kirth of a child is always a
special occurrence, Ask any mo-
ther or father if they did not ex-
perience a feeling of awe and
wonder — as well as thankful-
ness, when they gazed down at
the face of a new son, or dau-
ghter! .

But Jesus® birth was the greet
est event our world has ever
‘known. He was God's son and in
His life and death as well as
His birth, He revealed God’s
love for all mankind.

Christmas s Christ’s Birth-
day. We miss the true signifi-
cance of this greatest of all days
if we fail to place the emphasis
on the spiritual meaning of the
25th of December. Not just a
holiday—but a holy-day!

The children in our homes
should never feel that Santa
Claus crowds out the Christ
Child, or that the excitement of
getting gifts is greater than the
quict happiness of giving pres-
ents to show our love to our
dear ones, If Christmas is mere-
Iy an occasion for [easting and
merticent, it is but a pagan fes-
tivity.

Of course, Christmas isa fam-
ily day. In the Psalms is the
fovely verse: “God setteth the
sclitary in familie=.” The Hea

EOR PARENTS ONLY -

-1l:f and pr wl!ege.

‘day when we should "ﬂmemher
‘the gifts which Jesus brought

‘den things of the spirit which

‘enly Father in His own gend
time, sent His son into a family.
The story of Christ's coming, of |
the Shepherds and the WIE-E Men
is the most beeutafm in all the
world.

~ Are we reading aloud lo our

.children, while they are still|’

quite small, this account of the
First Christmas Day? Let us
not leave this just to the Church
or to the Sunday School teach-
ers. A child's religious instruc-
tion is his parants’ rasponsibil-

“But Christmas is above all, a

to the world. They were many
and varied. They were the hid-

make life worthwhilec — peace
and joy and love, As we read
our daily newspapers, we¢ can-
not but feel that our world is
sadly lacking in these very gual-
ities. There is little peace. How
can there be joy among the
hungry war orphans in Europe?
Love seems to be conspicuous by
its absence in the bickering be-
tween the nations, the quarrels
between Labor and Manage-
ment!

But the efforts of the nations,
towards’ unity, the large scale
U.N. plans to feed starving pco-
ple, the struggle for harmonious
settlement of international and
industrial disagreements should
not be forgotten. At Christmas,
we all should gain new  faith
that if men and women seek
God's guldance and commit
themselves to His way, the Sav-
four’s coming will not have
been in vain.

In our family circles, let
us celebfefle Christmas aright.
Let each of us kéep Christmas
in our hearts.

Let us resolve anew to create
an atmosphere of peace and joy
and love (as far as it s pos-
sible) in our homes, not just at
Yuletide but througihwout the
year! Then our Chilstimas will]

indeed be Merry and the days
ahead will form a truly Heppy

New Year!

swer their requests far beyond
their dearest dreams,

'n-,.- 1.:'5

When shepherds wutehee and 1.5

angels sang, 5 - _."..
“Peace on earth, to men good-

vl ol
When the wise men hreught ..‘“.}.'

their treasures, - : ";;
Gold, frankincense and m}'n‘h. 2

To lav at the feet of the Virgin's .

child, -._";"3:".
Our Lord and Saviour. 'f.l
There was no room in the inn -

that night o

For Joseph and Mary of Galilee, . -
Who had come to be taxed at - -*

Bethlehem, .
As prophets did foresee. '

Yes, God revealed Himselt that .
night; ~
A Babe in a manger hel n
Brought hope to souls so long -
depressed e
By tyranny and scori. t

Oh that the manger of every -
heart 4
Could cradle the Child, God's - .-
gift of love, ; A
And link this old earth to '
heaven anew LIS E
In unity, faith and love.

—NMyrtle Dowswell -

A bachelor sometimes is a .-
man who envies married men

untill he gets married. 0
L5 - -1

Very few persons have snug
fortunes, but many have snug
incomes, in that it’s -all they
c¢an do to keep within them.

TO OUR

T

on Christmas Day

PATRONS

_That our staff may be able fo spend Christmas and | )
New Years with thelr families, there will he . . «

NO MILK DELIVERY

& New Years Day.

Muple Leul llmry & Stuﬂ

NEW HOURS

A. C. Kennedy, D.C.
9.12 Tues. & Fri.
Hart Kennedy, D.C.

' 2.9 Mon., Wed. &
: Fri.
For Appointment

Ph. Stouffville 617
‘Answering Service

Kennedy Chlmpr;ﬂtl:{;li:ﬁ ﬁiﬁce

{:hureh St. 8., Stouflville.

el

| BODY & FENDE Iz”_l,i

REPAIRS

1 Duee' & Dulux Reﬁnishi_ng

EETIMATES

WITHOUY OBLIGATION "

W G. Ganrrett and Son

Bain Street

&teuﬂ’wlie, ﬂnl.-

Phem: Ebﬁ

~(Chr yh "' -*

Fer that little ‘exfra colour at Chmimu; time or perhaps
ws o gift, come and take your pick from our varied
selection of potted mums — direct from the grower to
you — selection limited make yours soon.
- Stouffville 275W-2 or- visit us ol the greenheun
Iﬁgh'wnr 48 and 1%ih Ave Easl.

- HARGRAVE E-I!EEFIIGUEES, MARKHAM, ONT.

Phone

FARMERS

GRINDING G MIXING SERVICE

MOLASSES BLENDING, WITHOUT LUMPS
DONE RIGHT ON THE SPOT! '

Bagged Off or Blown Into Bin.

Thorn Mobile Feed Service
Uniz ville . Phone 137 -




