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- Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

12. And this shall be @ sign unto you: “Ye shall-find the
“babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in @ manger.”

“will toward men.

The Story of the Nafivity

' (From the Gospel of St. Luke, Chapier II, 1-20)

1. And it came to pass in those days, that there went
out a decree from Caesar Auguytus, that all the world should
bg tﬂIEdl = = 2 ;

2. (And this faxfng was first made when G,:frenius was
governor of Syria).

3. And all went to be taxed, ez}ery one into his own city.
4. And Joseph also went u;n from Galilee, out of the city

- of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is

called Bethlehem; (because he was of. the house and Lineage

of David).

5. To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great
with child. ' " o

6. And so it was, that while they were there, the days
were accomplished that she should be delivered.

7. And she brought fr:rrr.fi her ﬁrstﬁnrn son,and wrapped
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in ¢ manger; because

" 'there was no room for them in theinn, -

" "'\_;---. "l..:!“-l 4

8. And there were in the same country shepherds abiding
in the field, keeping watch over their flocks by night.

. 9. And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were sore

10. And the angel said unto them, Fear not; for, behold

I bring you tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.

11.. For unto you is born this day, in the city of David, &

T,

13. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host praising God, and saying: :

14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good

-

- 185, And if came to pass, as the angels were gone away from
them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another. Let us
now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is
come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.

16..And they came with haste, and found Mary and
dJoseph, and the babe lying in‘u manger.,

17. And when they had seen it, thf-:j.r. made known abroad
the saying which was told them concerning this child.

18. And oll they that heard it wondered at those things
which were told them by the shepherds.

19. But Mory kept all these things, and pondered them
in her heart. _
. 20. And the shepherds returned glorifying and praising
God for cll the things that they had heard and scen as it
was told unto them, |

To the World

The words of that famous carol,
“Silent Night, Holy Night,” will
ring this Christmas in many dif-
ferent corners of the earth. In the
mountain town of Oberndorf, Aus-
tria, however, they will probably
ring clearer and more distinctly.
For it was here, some 141 years
‘ago, that the caral was sung for
the first time,

The backgrouud story of this
famous song begins on a sad note,
for that night of December 23,
1881, Father Joszeph Mohr, the
parish priest, and his friend Franz

Xavier Gruber, schoolmaster and

church organist, had made a de-
pressing discovery: that mice had

caten away the bellows of the

church organ, and there would be
no music for Christmas services.

Storm Lifts

As the two men were making
their way through the wind and
snow-swept streets of the village,
it is said, the storm suddenly lifted
and suddenly all was serene, Fa-
ther Mohr Iocked up to the snowy
-peaks and clear skies and mut-
tered to himself, “Silent Night,
Holy Night. All is calm, zll is
bright.*” .

Immediately Gruber repeated
the words, and both men were
struck with the same idea—the
beginning of a Christmas carol.
The two hurried on to the school-
master’s house ard there, for the

rest of night, worked diligently on -

a melody and suitable verses, Re-
membering that there would be
no organ music, they kept the
melody simple, one that could be
played easily on a guitar,
Holiday Music ”
There was music that Christ-
mas in Oberndorf, after all, for
Father Mohr and Franz Gruber
led the villagers in the first pub-

“lic singing. of what has become

perhaps the best-loved of all
Christmas Carols. - :

The ‘organ that wouldn't play
also figured in the popularization

* of the Oberndorf carol. The song

became tradiftional in the Obern-
dorf region, but in the wyear 1830

- when an organ builder came to fix

the organ he heard the song, me-

morized it, and carried it across

the mountains—and to the world.
One year after the organ build-
er memorized the song and car-
ried it with him from town to town
and wvillage fo village, the carol
was included in presentation of a
musical festival in Leipzig, Ger-
many. -

Great orchestras and great

singers “discovered’ the song and
in the ensuing years it hag become
a part of our Christmas -heritage.
* Father Mohr never lived to see
the greatness the song would

 achieve, He died in 1848 and his

parishoners had to pay for the
burial of the poor, but dedicated
priest, Gruber, the schoolmaster,
-Hved 15 years longer, but also died
poor and obscure, perhaps—per-
‘haps “not—aware that the world

- would -always be thankful” for
“Silent Night, Holy Night.”

-

Hawaillan Holiday

Although ﬁianr Hawaiians
have scen'ice only as frozen in
mechanical refrigerators, the
| trees used by the islanders for

Christmas decorations are
painted white to simulate snow.

Christmas dinner is usually
a private feast*for the family.
-Open-house hospitality Is rath-
er dificult at Christmas be-
‘causc Hawallans are always
ready for a party and if fam-
fliles didn't close their doors
for the holiday the home would
be invaded by happy hordes of
hungry gucsis secking food and
drink. ~ '

New England Tofs

‘Had Toysin 1880's

Old Sturbridge Village, Mass,,
is known about the country for its
annnal “Auster Day,” but this re-
created New England town of 150
years ago also comes in for atten-
tion at Chrisimas because of a
unique coliection of early Amer-
ican toys. _

In the early 1880's, Christmas
was just ancolher day—-unless it
happened to fall on a Sunday, as
the austere Puritans did not ob-
serve the holiday. But children of
the day were like children of cv-
ery period and “every country.
They did bhave toys and play-
things.

Moat of the toys of the day, of
course, were probably hand-made
carefully and palnstakingly by
parents. Mostof them were made
of wood, although some were tin,
probably made and gold by the
local tinsmith

The collection of toys at Old
Sturbridge Village include minla.
ture furniture pleces, doll beds,

- wooden rocking horses, and even

a palr of [ce skates.
Examination of the toys of thesa
carly American children indicates
that, just as Christmas ham't
neither hags the chil-

dren’s preferenca i3 toye, -

Two Men Gave -
"Silent Night’

Holiday Stockings

Weo cannot be drfinliely zare
bow ihe custom of hanging
stockings at Christmax began,
bot almost cerfainly it is as-
sociated with St. Nicholas.

According to one story, St
Nicholas dropped some money
down the chimney of a poor
but proud nobleman and the
money fell into stockitgs that
bad been hung by the fire to
m.t I

Other writers credif the cos-
tom of banging stockings to
the fact that the Hollanders be-
lieved St. Nicholas rode a horse
on his gift-giving trips and ac-
cordingly they would put out
their wooden shoes filled with
lmtnls or other ireals for the |

horse. ,

DAY DEEAMING . . . Christ.
mas Eve finds -veleran singer-
aclor Dennis Day asleep on the
Job of filling . Yule siockings.
Aciually, Dennis, apparently nev-
er got any farther than puiting
up one or two stockings. Oh, well,
may be the.real Santa will wake'
him vp when he slides down the
chimney. o,

The :E'nin:sg:tth

Here are some fingertip rec-
ommendations for proper care
of the poinsettia, that popular
house plant.of the Chrisimas
season: :

1. Keep the planf in a sun-
ny window, aveiding both
drafts and heat. A temperature
of 70 degrees is besi.

2. Examine the soil frequent-
Iy (at least iwice a day) and-
keep it moist. When the soil be-
gins to dry out, apply cnoungh
water to wet it {o the bottom.

Christmas Is Time
For Remembering

While it is not frue, of course,
that “Christmas is for children,”

no other season or holiday brings -

to both young and old such vivid
memories of earlier, happier
times. _ BB
Christmas is certainly a happy
fime for the young. There is a
sparkle and sweetness to the

Christmas season that time can-

not dim within our heart. * -

- When the snow falls and the
winter winds blow cold - against
the frosted panes, there is warmth
and contentment in the - glow of
a hearth fire, and il is a luxury
for children of all ages to close

_the eyes and call back joyful, hap-

py scenes that are so deeply treas-
ured they can never be forgotien,

Wrapping the Gift
Is Important Job

.\ While half of the fun of giving

gifts is in the wrapping, the giver
should exercise care to be cer-
tain that the package does justice
to the gift itself. Plan your wrap-
ping program carcfully. Here are
some helpful sugpgestions:

1, Do your “gift wrapping on a

‘solid surface.

2. Mecasure wrapping paper be-
fore cutting, :

3. Fold corners carefully and
fasten them securely.

4. Make bow separately, then
tie or altach to package with

" ¢lear tape. :

5. Be sure ribbon matches col-
ors in wrapping paper.

6. Don't use dainty designs or
pastel colors for a man's gift.

‘7. Don't use wrapping paper

featuring big designs to wrap .

small packages.

Simple Rules Will Help
Keep Your Tree ‘Fresh’

Here are some things you should
remember before relying {too

much on any *fireproofing’® ma- -

terials to protect your Christmas
tree: S
1. There is no substifute for a
‘“fresh'” tree.
2. Nothing protects and pre-
serves a tree better than water.
So, for a safe Chriztmas, buy a
“fresh” tree and sec that it has
enough water to keep it fresh
Waiting until the last minute to
purchase your tree doesn't assure
that it will be fresh, as you have

,,,,,,

A Question:

Why Do We Have Christmas?

It is now the season of Christmas, 1,959 years since the
Prince of Peace was born in the Fulfillment of Prophecy, to
reject a crown of gold and life of splendor for 33 dedicated
years and a crown of thorns.

Because He came as a leader and teacher of men, there
were those who devuted unceasing efforts to degrade and
destroy Him. Yet, in quiet, God-like manner, He walked
in the valley of men, teaching the fundamental principles of
life and truth by both parable and example.

_ Because He lifted the eyes of mankind abové the mean-
ingless values of worldly power and earthly riches, He sinned
against plunderers and tyrants, and for this He was cruci-

fied.

Because He called out in pein for the forgiveness of those
who had tortured H: and neiled His body to a cross between
two thieves, He set ‘the highest example of the Golden Rule.

Because He came, with Divine direction, to lead mankind
unto salvation, He is with us, always.

Because of His example and sacrifice, the tyrants and
plunderers who seek to conquer and enslave are eventually
set aside and relegated to oblivion .'. . while the lessons of
H:is Divine teachings remain forever, showing the way toward
peace on earth, good will to men. :

Because He is always with us, it is fitting that we ob-
serve the Christmas, the anniversary of His birth, in the hope
that on this-new Christmas the hearts of men everywhere will
open up to receive His most werdrous message.

L | LY E - s = &
The legend of Saint Nicholas is, of course, centuries

- old, and began in Europe. The story had its beginning

.in the semi-tropical city of Patara, Turkev, where St.
Nicholas was born and where he lived and died. Until
after his death, when his remains were taken by Italian
sailors to Bari, Italy, St. Nicholas traveled little, never
venturing more than a few miles from his native region.

. It was the goodness and generosity of .St. Nicholas

' which led him to become the patron saint of many coun-

tries, of all boys, and of sailors.

Many legends concerning St. N icholas, with re-telling -

JIM KENNEDY'S
CHRISTMAS

BY D.L. ALEXANDER

EFORE the echoes of the

prison siren had died away
over the hills Jim Kennedy was
well on his way toward a cher-
ished freedom and his family.
Where speed had been essential,
extreme caution became impera-
tive. He kept below the skyline,
well away from the highway with
its occasional cars and searching
spotlights. Away from the farm
houses with their barking dogs.
Slogmung along through the slush
and snow with one thought upper-
most in his mind: To spend
Christmas at home with his wife
Millie and their two children,
Marian and Joe. . -
' Back at the prison they would
be certain he was headed for
home. They might even be wait-
ing for him when he arrived, but
there was one thing in his favor:
At this time of the year the road
to his remote cabin was impossi-
ble for cars, and he might get
ithere before they did.

He slogged on for two days and
nights. He ate sparingly of the
meager food he had filched from
the prison tables. The weather
was not too cold and he took fi&
ful rests beneath jutting cliffs and
abandoned shacks. But the over-

‘powering desire to reach his

home drove him onward, insen-

sible to the discomforts of his

travel. :
His mind often returned io his
prison life. Especially did he

think of Lemaster, the guard

over his company. He held a bit~
ter, consuming hatred for the

" man, Always riding him abouk

have become.a bit vague and clouded, but some things X

are certain: he was a man of wealth; he was generous
and kind; and he was at-one time Bishop of Myra.

Three I_jnwriEE

Wilat is geﬁéi*aﬂ;r believed to be St Nicholas first and :

best-known act of kindness was the presentation of dow-
ries to the three daughters of a poor nobleman. Accord-

. ing to the story, St. Nicholas learned that the poor girls

‘had decided among themselves that ‘one of them would
sell herself into slavery in order that the two others
could marry in honor. On separate oceasions, St. Nich-
olas tossed three bags of geld into each girl’s window,

so that all three were married with honor, and in the.

usual fashion, lived happily ever after.

' St. Nicholas died in 342, after being imprisoned by the
‘Roman Emperor Diocletian and released by the first
Christiap}emperur, Constantine. G

Faﬁne 51::'::1&5

It was not until sometime in the 11th Century that his
fame spread beyond the small province where he was
born, lived and died. Seafarers'picked up many of the
legends and carried them with them to the “modern”
world. Italian sailors took his bones from the chapel at
Myra and carried them to Italy. Because the journey
was over, unusually calm seas, the sailors adopted St.

' Nicholas as their patron saint. ° - : :

The legends of St. Nicholas were then carried to Eng-
land and eventually to the New World. s

How author Washington Irving, song writer Clement
Clark Moore, and cartoonist Thomas Nast created our
present-day -ponular image of Santa Claus is quite

another story.
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GIFT FOR RBOYS . . . Belf-adjuosiing caps of Lhe siyle shown
above make ldeal gift for boys. Caps come In age groups, from
four years op and are sivled for winiter wear with ear muffs, -
slorm lapel and interlining. Because they are self ting,
they * wih Lhas boy” and can be porn scason afisr

' Enniahuw he found the path down

{0 the wvalley floor.

prison rules, making him toe the
mark, but ignoring similar in-
fractions committed by others.
Rules! Rules! - The man didn't
let him live for rehabilitation, but

by rules. He hoped Lemaster

would be dead by the time they
too’ts him back

The morning Jim stood on the
bluff overlogking the little wval-

- -ley would always remain a bright
¢spot in ' his memory., The tears ...

that gathered in the corners of
his eves were not the result of
cold. The lump in his throat was

"caused by pent-up emotion, flnal-

ly released when. he realized he
had won through. ,

The mists in the valley ralsed
suddenly and the cabin stood out

in startling reality. Smoke poured -

from the chimney and yellow
light splashed from the windows
onto the snow.

Somewhat blindly he found the

path down tfo the valley floor. .

The delighted voices of the chil-
dren ecame to him through the
cloud of snow he kicked up as he

' rushed .to the door. And then he

had Millie in his arms. :
Welcome Sightas,

There was an interval’ of si- .
Ience, and then heart-felt expres-',
slons, of joy and pleasure. When
it -had somewhat subsided Jim .

looked  around. The homey sur-
roundings were the same as when
he left, excepfing the Christmas
tree in the corner. It was bril-
liantly lighted, and numerous
packages and toys clustered
around the base. :

He took & step towards it, but
Millie pushed in front of him and,
reaching toward the tinsel star
at the top, took down a long en-
velope. B

“For you,”" she said, with a
bright smile.

““What is it?' "he arked, won-
dering.

“Open it and sce.”

“It means a Merry Christmas .

and a full pardon for yow' 1If

. was the hated volce of Lemaster

who had come vp behind him.
Jim whirled about, “You here?"
he asked bitterly.

“I knew you wanted to come

home -long ago, Jim. I had to
report on your behavior, and to
make sure I covld make a good

- report o you I made you lve

up to every 'rule sirictly. You

. ranked as a number one, and

‘whén the pardons were handed
out yours was the first.”
" Jim had slowly lifted his head

- as hope sprung ancw in him He

gazed mistfully into Lemaster’s
.eyes. . "“T've had you all wrong,
Cap. I thought you was riding me
all the time for spite work.™
““That's all right Forget it

I'm going to have a Merry Christ- -

mas with yoo folks £ yoo'll 1§
=ma stay,"”

-




